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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


ARCHITECTS IN PRIVATE PRACTICE are invited by 
the London County Council to apply for inclusion on a new 
panel with a view to acting in a professional capacity for 
major new educational projects. p. 515 


THE DIA’s test of public preference for contemporary or “ best 
trade selling’ furniture (conducted recently at Charing Cross 
Underground station) has resulted in a victory for the former 
category. D. 515 


CRAWLEY will soon be in fact what it has long been in name, 
a“ New Town,” said Sir Thomas Bennett, chairman of the 
Crawley Development Corporation, when he presented his 
annual report on the New Town at a meeting at Crawley last 
Saturday. p. 516 


THE BRITISH ARCHITECTS’ CONFERENCE will be 
held this year in Folkestone and Canterbury. Arrangements 
are referred to on D. 529 


<1 REPORT by the Practice Committee of the RIBA is to be 
forwarded to the Ministry of Housing and Local Government 
in support of the Institute’s case for increased fees for State- 
aided housing schemes. p. 530 


MR. MACMILLAN, Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment, has told Parliament that on average the cost of flats in 
1952 was 45s. 8d. per sq. ft., as compared with 49s. 10d. in 
1951—a fall of 4s. 2d. p. 532 


AS TA TEMENT deploring any pressure on housing authorities 
‘0 increase the proportion of flats in their schemes has been 
sued by the Town and Country Planning Association. pp. 533 


THE LONG VIEW 


FOLLOWING a pilot experiment carried out last year, 

the BBC and the School Broadcasting Council propose 
a major experiment in television broadcasting to upwards 
of three hundred secondary schools throughout the country. 
More detailed proposals are soon to be put before Local 
Authorities, but early Press reports make it clear that this is 
good and important news. 

Some misgivings have been expressed about television 
in general and, by both educationists and parents, about 
its impact on the young in particular; the doubters are by 
no means all spoil-sports or reactionaries. While the novelty 
lasts, television is bound to take some time finding its own 
level, and meantime the programmes are perhaps too literally 
“ broadcast ”—that is to say, undirected as to purpose and 
audience. ‘They may also have suffered from some indecision 
between the conflicting claims of enlightenment and enter- 
tainment, and between the needs of the young and the adult 
mind in both those fields. 


In the new proposal, those difficulties resolve themselves. 
The avowed object is enlightenment (if that is not too priggish 
a word for a process which can and should be entertaining) 
and the target is the age-group which naturally finds the 
novelty of television itself interesting and exciting. As an 
art-form (if that title is not premature) television is near their 
own age, and as an instrument of “ projection ” to them it is 
currently even more powerful than the cinema, and certainly 
more safely and precisely controlled in responsible hands. 
We can be sure that the BBC well recognises that implicit 
responsibility as a body which, to some, commends itself 
more as an educator than as an entertainer. 

In this experiment the BBC will find an almost embarrassing 
wealth of amateur advice, for teaching the young idea the 
subjects nearest our own hearts is “ an amusing and _instruc- 
tive game which can be played by any number,” to quote the 
advertisements for other indoor pastimes. But there are 
professionals as well as amateurs of this game which has so 
much at stake. We would not at this stage wish to add to the 
gratuitous advice which will no doubt be offered to the BBC, 
and we applaud rather than lecture the Corporation for its 
enterprise. But there is an aspect of vital concern to the 
professional architects whom we represent, and indeed to all 
designers, which we have touched upon recently on several 
occasions in these pages: it is earnestly hoped that the 
importance of it will not be overlooked. That is the extent 
to which design still suffers from public apathy and ignorance 
of the principles upon which the designer tackles his job as 
a technician—and even what that job is. 

Television has an enormous asset in permitting simul- 
taneous visual and oral explanation of processes such as that 
of design. This can be done by experts, many of whom 
already, through sound broadcasting and lecturing, have 
acquired the technique of “ putting across” to lay and 
youthful audiences the technicalities involved. _ Made visible 
and articulate by television and serving a far wider audience, 
this technique is bound to improve upon the distribution of 
visual material (even filmstrip, accompanied by written 
explanations however skilfully prepared) for the use of 
unspecialised teachers who, with the best will in the world, 
must often remain on unfamiliar ground when it comes to 
design. 

This is not to belittle the excellent work already done 
by such bodies as the Royal Institute of British Architects, 
the Council for Visual Education, the Council of Industrial 
Design and others. But as they would probably agree, this 
must necessarily bear the same relation to television as the 
“ stock” lantern-lecture does, say, to documentary film. 
Moreover, their work is inevitably hampered by not having 
the expert on the spot to explain. The difference, say, 
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between a good example of contemporary architecture and 
its debased imitation in a bungaloid growth, or between the 
mellowed charm and dignity of a traditional building and the 
‘“‘ wealth of old hoax” of by-pass tudorbethan are matters 
of subtlety, of textural as well as formal qualities, not easily 
to be explained to or by the layman without a virtually 
conducted tour through the salient points of art-history. 


It is too much to ask that the BBC should undertake such a 
tour for schoolchildren, greedy as we may be for programme- 
time in this matter. But there is encouragement in the news 
that the BBC is forming a nucleus of producers and writers 
in what has seemed one of the most promising fields tried out 
in the pilot transmissions. This 1s desc ribed as being “ clear, 
logical expositions reinforced by visuals not normally available 
to teachers.” 


Under the heading of clear, logical explanation the BBC 
instances a talk entitled ‘“‘ How an Aeroplane Stays Up.” 
Might we suggest that if broadcasters can be found who 
can make as interesting a subject of “ How Architecture 
Stays Up,” half the battle would have been won? The young 
naturally accept the strangeness and beauty of aeroplanes 
and, since they suffer from no entrenched prejudices or 
confusion about their function, do not question the aesthetics 
of aerodynamic design: they assume, rightly, that there is 
some good reason for it. Would that the same could be said 
for architecture and industrial design. 

If such speakers and writers are to be found, it is through 
such bodies as the RIBA, the CoID, and the CVE; these 
have begun the task, through holiday lectures to children, 
the issue of design folios and filmstrips and in other ways. 


Sign for the ** Rose & Crown” Inn, Trent, Sherborne 
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The BBC has shown its readiness to consult them and seek 
their guidance in the past, and will no doubt do so again in 
connection with this new and wholly admirable experiment, 
which it is hoped may lead to the establishment of a permanent 


--—-s GENERAL FOREMEN 


HE increasing complexity of building throws additional 
responsibility on to the managerial side of what is fast 
becoming an assembly process. In 1949, the Employers’ 
and General Foremen’s National Joint Advisory Committee 
was formed and the existing foremen’s associations—then 
eight in number—joined. The ensuing policy of development 
has resulted in the formations of new foremen’s associations. 
and 17 such bodies are now represented. No uniformity of 
rules or basis of membership has been sought, which is wise 
in that the constituent bodies are at liberty to determine their 
own constitutions, but there is an understanding that some 
form of associate membership shall be considered to provide 
for experienced craft foremen. This also strikes as wise, for 
general foremen in the main spring from men who have 
attained to positions of responsibility in one or other of the 
crafts. But here the operative word is “‘ experienced ”’ ! 
The Council has devoted attention over the past three years 
to the preparation of a ‘‘ Foremen’s Charter,” to be confined 
to conditions of employment. ‘Time is passing, however, 
and, in view of the important part which the general foreman 
plays in management, the results of the discussions being held 
at regional as well as central levels are awaited with keen 
interest. The fact that in these discussions, employers 
are collaborating with foremen is all to the good. 





This inn sign was made to the personal instructions of Mr. E. E. 

Cook, owner of the Trent Estate, Sherborne, and his agent, 

Capt. F. B. Hill, in wrot iron decorated in colours. The post 

is from an oak felled on the estate. The sign was made b; 

H. H. Martyn and Co., Ltd., and erected by the estate 

workmen under Mr. W. M. Watts. The architects were 
Messrs. Burgess, Holden and Watson. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


EXHIBITION OF MURALS 


7 ‘Lie work of many well-known British 
tists will be on view next month 
when an exhibition of mural paintings 


be opened by Lord Methuen, ARA, 
\RIBA., at the Royal Institute of 
British Architects on April 10. 

The exhibition, which has been pre- 
pared by the Society of Mural Painters 
in collaboration with the Royal Institute, 
is an attempt to make known something of 
the revival in mural painting that has 
occurred in this country in recent years. 

The exhibition, which will remain open 
until May 2, will be on view from 10 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. on Monday to Friday, and from 
10 am. to 5 p.m. on Saturdays. 


MONOPOLIES COMMISSION TO 
REPORT ON TENDERING 


In A WrITTEN ANSWER in Parliament 
on March 31, the President of the Board 
of Trade stated that he had asked the 
Monopolies Commission to report on cer- 
tain practises relating to tenders for the 
construction of buildings ‘in the Greater 
London area. 


THE ROBERTSON COMMITTEE 


THE JoINT COMMITTEE ON 'TENDERING 
ProcepuRE held their first meeting on 
March 20, when, according to a statement 
issued by Mr. W. Arthur Rutter, CBE, 
FRIBA (secretary), satisfactory progress 
was made. 


NEW L.C.C. ARCHITECTS’ PANEL 


LonDOoN CoUNTY COUNCIL invites 
applications from architects in private 
practice for inclusion in a new panel with 
a view to acting in a professional capacity 
for major new educational projects costing 
over £100,000; major new educational 
projects costing £100,000 or less; and 
war damage reinstatement and alteration 
and improvement works of all values to 
education buildings. 

Application forms may be obtained 
from the Clerk of the Council, The 
County Hall, SE1, and should be returned 
not later than April 24. 


REGISTER YOUR CHOICE 


Basi MARRIOTT writes : “‘ By the time 
this is in print, the result of the popular 
vote on the DIA’s Charing Cross Exhibi- 
tion of Furniture and Furnishing will 
have been published—and a very satis- 
factory result it is. Though full details 
are not available at the time of writing, 
the ‘good’ room wins by an appreciable 
margin. As noted in the issue of The 
Builder for March 6, the exhibition 
consisted of two identical rooms, furnished 
and equipped at the same cost, one in a 
sound contemporary manner and the 
other in supposedly ‘ popular’ but, by 
Gesign standards, bad style. The public 
was invited to vote for its preference. In 
« total poll of 30,334, 18,188 voted for the 
es room, and 12,146 for the 
otner. 

“The result will please, and may surprise 
many people. A 50-50 vote would have 
veen good enough, but this is far better. 
.s I said, the DIA is to be congratulated, 
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not least on its courage—the vote might 
easily have gone the other way. One 
heard rumours of a few archly mischievous 
intellectuals boasting of having voted ‘ bad ’ 
just for ‘fun.’ I suppose they were about 
balanced by the sillies who voted ‘ good ’ 
(but wouldn’t think of buying it) just to 
play pretty to please teacher. There is 
another category—that of a young art- 
student acquaintance who voted the 
right way, but ‘wasn’t sure how much 
this was due to the surroundings in which 
she was brought up.’ That is a sensible 
point that wants thinking about. 

“ However, the design bodies have 
every reason to crow, though they will 
probably refrain from doing so publicly, 
like well brought-up winners. I remain 
impenitent about what I feel to be the 
doubtful value of these experiments in 
taste from the designer’s point of view, 
but I realise the result provides a powerful 
lever for the still-Doubting Thomas in 
commerce or industry. Those who have 
so long been misled by ‘ consumer 
preference’ poppycock, and others of the 
: yes, old man, but you and I are in the 
minority: I’ve got to keep people 
employed in making what the public 
wants right now ’ type are going to have to 
do some hard wriggling—or hard thinking. 

“The result confirms that there is at 
least as much demand for good stuff as 
for bad : that the good is equally available 
at a number of places; and that it costs 
no more than the other—if confirmation 
were needed. That is enough to go on 
with, and ought to save a lot of argument.” 


TV NOTES 


Next Friday night (April 10) Longleat, 
the earliest and most perfect of English 
country houses built in the Renaissance 
style, will be televised. The scratches 
made on the stones by freemasons from 
Scotland 400 years ago can still be seen. 
These are, in fact, masonic marks. Under 
the direction of Sir Christopher Wren 
much of the interior was redesigned. 
Later the State Drawing Room was 
completely redecorated in the Italian 
style in the mid-nineteenth century by 
the Fourth Marquess of Bath. Apart 
from its architectural interests, this historic 
house contains a remarkable collection of 
dresses started by Frances de Vesci and 
a collection of books, including the 
Longleat edition of Chaucer. 


ERNEST NEWTON, RA 


THE NEXT MEETING of the RIBA 
Library Group on April 13 will be 








COMING EVENTS 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8 

LMBA (CENTRAL AREA No. 1).—Luncheon and 
address by Mr. R. G. Thomson, ACII, on insurance for 
builders. Derry and Tom’s Restaurant, High-street, 
Kensington, W8. 1 p.m. 

INSTITUTE OF QUANTITY SuRvEYORS (EasT ANGLIAN 
CHAPTER).—Annual general meeting, followed by paper 
on “ Contract Claims, their Preparation and Nego- 
tiation,” by Mr. H. T. Burke. Assembly House, 
Norwich. 7 p.m. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 9 |. 

Mopvutar Society.—Discussion meeting. Royal 

Society of Arts, John Adam-street, Adelphi, wcz2. 


7.30 p.m. 
FRIDAY, APRIL 10 

INSTITUTE OF HovsiInc.—AGM. Conway Hall, Red 
Lion-square, WC2. 7 p.m. 

Sociery OF Murat Painters.—Exhibition of mural 
paintings. 66, Portland-place, W1. Continuing 
open until May 2. Monday—Friday, 10 a.m.~7 p.m. 
Saturdays, 10 a.m.—5 p.m. 





515 





ree arena nnn perme 








Acanffos— 


Easter Bonnets 





devoted to the work of Ernest Newton, 
RA (1856-1922). The subject will be 
introduced by Mr. R. E. Enthoven, 
FRIBA. 


CHEYNE WALK HOUSES 


CHEYNE WALK, CHELSEA, the residing 
place of many of the artistically famous, 
is in the news again. The local regional 
hospital board is contemplating the demoli- 
tion of two houses there, Nos. 62 and 63. 
These houses are the only remaining two 
of five houses adjoining Chelsea Old 
Church, formerly known as Church-row 
and later Prospect-place. They were 
probably erected soon after 1686. In 
1908 the two houses were incorporated 
in the Cheyne Hospital for Children (now 
controlled by the hospital board). Most 
of No. 63 was demolished during the 
bombing in 1941. The ground floor 
of No. 62 still contains very old panelling 
and period fireplaces. 


Although the true structural condition 
of the houses has not been stated nor have 
the reasons for demolition been made 
known, one would feel inclined to support 
the view taken by Chelsea’s town planning 
and amenities committee who feel that 
these buildings should be preserved, for 
they are closely linked with the fascinating 
history of the area. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1853 
Saturday, April 9, 1853. 


MANCHESTER A CiTy.—Doubts having 
existed as to whether the establishment 
of a cathedral and a bishop of Manchester 
constituted it a city, and the corporation 
and inhabitants being unwilling to regard 
it as such without an express title to do so, 
the late Government was memorialised 
on the subject. On their resignation, and 
the installation of the new Government, 
Lord Palmerston, very soon after taking 
office as Home Secretary, communicated 
with the mayor, and the result is that @ 
royal charter has been sent down to 
Manchester, formally creating it a city; 
and the honour thus conferred by Her 
Majesty has been duly announced to the 
public by proclamation. 
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“INTERMEDIATE” HOUSES AT CRAWLEY 


These semi-detached “‘ intermediate’’ houses are for middle-income-group tenants at 

Crawley New Town in the West Green Neighbourhood. That on the left is type “Z”’ 

and has an area of 1,185 sq.ft. and that on the right, type “‘L”’, 1,034sq.ft. H.S. 
Howgrave-Graham," ARIBA, Chief Architect, Crawley Development Corporation. 
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Ground (below) and first-floor plans. 
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CRAWLEY NEW TOWN 


Sir Thomas Bennett on 
** Rapid Progress” 


" y E are rapidly approaching the time at 

which we shall see the crystallisation 
of one of the finest and most imaginative 
schemes for housing that any country has 
devised,” declared Sirk THOMAS BENNETT, 
CBE, FRIBA, chairman of the Crawley New 
Town Development Corporation, when he 
presented his annual report on the Corpora- 
tion’s work to elected representatives at 
Crawley on March 28. 

Next month, he said, the population of 
Crawley would be over 15,000, and it was. 
therefore, rapidly becoming the largest town 
in that part of Sussex. “Its industrial area 
has become a hive of industry with 16 fac- 
tories in production, a further 12 being built 
and an additional four to start in the near 
future. The neighbourhood of West Green 
is approaching completion and considerable 
strides have been made with the development 
of Northgate, Three Bridges and Langley 
Green. The roads and services contract in 
Pound Hill has siarted, and a tender for 
Ifield will soon be issued. A thousand new 
school places have been provided by the 
West and East Sussex County Councils. 
The Methodist Church Hall is being roofed. 
The new St. Richard’s Church and the 
Baptist Church have started. Two 
neighbourhood centres are well advanced 
and two public-house sites have been let. 
Three temporary community buildings will 
shortly be in use and a centract for the first 
portion of the Town Centre has been let. 
Sewerage, drainage, water, water distribution, 
electricty and gas have kept pace with the 
development of property. 

“In short, Crawley will soon be in fact 
what it has long been in name, a ‘New 
Town.” 

On the town’s new housing programme, 
Sir Thomas Bennett said that by March 31 
they expected that 1,640 dwellings would be 
finished .and in use. The target for 
December 31 next was 2,500 dwellings. If 
this was achieved they would have completed 
over 1,000 dwellings in 12 months. In 
addition, 549 garages were buik or building, 
letting at 7s. 6d. a week. 


Study of House Types 


The Corporation had continued to study 
the type of houses which tenants required 
The majority of incoming tenants wanted 4 
three-bedroom house, which they found 
more adaptable and suitable to their needs 
than a two-bedroom house. From the point 
of view of national building the three 
bedroom house was more economical 2s !t 
housed more people with only a_ slight 
increase in cost. The increased desire tor 
three-bedroom houses had led the Corpora- 
tion to adjust the percentage of houses built 
and their programme was now based on the 
following percentages of houses of different 
types: One bedroom, 4 per cent.; two-bed- 
room, 15; three-bedroom, 75; four-bedro 
5; and five-bedroom, 1. 

Large numbers of people did not now 
the one large living-room, Sir Thomas Be"- 
nett continued, and there was much gre: 
demand for living accommodation to be sub 
divided. A separate kitchen boiler. 
heating the water and warming the kite! 
was extremely popular. Tenants did not |» 
staircases that discharged into living-roo! 
and they did not like houses in which * 
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pathway from the kitchen to the front door 
was through the living-room. 

r yrporation had reviewed a number 
O sative methods of house construction. 
Most. if not ,the whole, of these houses 

much or more than a traditional 
puse to build, and the whole of them 
higher maintenance factor. 
in a country in which the provision of 
brick-earth is widely distributed,” the chair- 
man continued, “ and in which the craft of 
brick-making has been practised for 600 to 
700 years with conspicuous success, no other 
material has been discovered with such an 
extremely short pathway from the natural 
product, the brick-earth, to the finally com- 
pleted brick in the wall.” 

In addition to subsidised houses, the 
Corporation was now building 25 houses for 
sale freehold at prices which would range 
from £3,000 to £3,800. 

On rents, Sir Thomas Bennett said that 
the most expensive three-bedroom house now 
let at 35s. a week and the cheapest 28s. The 
Corporation had under construction 150 
houses to a still tighter specification built on 
slightly over 14 houses to the acre, for which 
the rents would be from 22s. to 23s. a week. 

After examining the question of rents in 
some detail, he declared: ““ The Government 
must make its own decisions, but the Cor- 
poration cannot see that any government at 
this time can be justified in adding further 
to the burden of taxation by payment of 
abnormal subsidies.” 

Tenders for site work on the Town Centre 
had been let, and site work had commenced 
for the first pedestrian shopping centre which 
would contain 24 shops and a restaurant. 
The pedestrian shopping street would form 
a link between the existing High Street and 
the main shopping road. In London-road 
north of the Boulevard and adjacent to the 
site reserved for future municipal buildings, 
the Corporation had decided to build perma- 
nent two-storey offices for its housing 
management staff and information centre, 
and to serve aiso as headquarters for the 
Crawley water undertaking which would 
come into existence this year. Sketch plans 
had been submitted to the Ministry. 

The sums of money invested in the new 
town were reaching considerable propor- 
tions. The total value of Corporation con- 
tracts completed and in hand was £9,600,000. 
rhe value of completed works was £5,300,000. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


THE COST OF BUILDING 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—So many of my friends—archi- 
tects, surveyors, builders and sub- 
contractors—while agreeing with what I 
have said in this correspondence, ask, 
“What can we do about it?” The 
answer is “nothing,” so long as the 
Unions with their men have such power, 
and successive Governments and the local 
authorities continue to build tens of 
thousands of flats regardless of cost and 
their fantastic subsidies. In the mean- 
time up and up go the costs and up and up 
go the rates, but where it will end no one 
can say. 

Sir Richard Coppock again refers to 
the bread line and soup kitchen. Of 
course, none of us want it, but in the old 
days somehow the men on the job seemed 
more happy and jolly than they do to-day. 
They worked hard and enjoyed it and I 
well remember when the first chimney- 
pot was on, in went the old flag and this 
meant beer all round—10s. to the foreman, 
and this bought a pint for fifty men. 

I am not a tenth-rate comic or a “‘ dis- 
gruntler,’”’ and what I have said is not 
intended as an attack on all building opera- 
tives. But it is nonsense for Sir Richard 
to talk about a few here and there not 
pulling their weight; they pull their 
weight all right, if they act to Union rules, 
and get the bonus. This is human nature 
and good luck to them! My attack is on 
the system whereby the output per hour 
on which the basic wages are fixed is 
approximately one half of the output per 
hour for similar work in the days of the 
present men’s grandfathers. 


FreDK. Harrincton [ARICS] 
31, Craven-street, Strand, WC2. 


To the Editor of The Builder 
IR,—Further to my letter in your 
issue of March 13, and Sir Richard 
Coppock’s reply the following week, it 
was not my intention to be impertinent, 
and I am sorry he should think so, for I 
was simply trying to arrive at a comparison 








INDI 'STRY AT CRAWLEY NEW TOWN. 
Co., in the Industrial Estate at Crawley New Town. 
architects. 


Factory for Young Randall and 
Hugh Macintosh and Partners, 





517 


of the number of bricks laid in his working 
days, with present-day output. I know 
that it all depends on the type of work be- 
ing done, but I thought I had made it 
quite clear by asking him to give ‘an 
average for standard housing quality, 
and I am surprised he does not know. 


The monetary figures of output, £424 
and £199 per person for 1948 and 1935 
respectively do not tell us anything 
except to show the inflated costs, the very 
thing we are discussing and wish to avoid. 

With regard to the fixing of bonus 
rates, it is true these were fixed by the 
Ministry, but this could not have come 
about had they not been approved by the 
Union, so they must bear their share of the 
responsibility—in fact, I would go so far 
as to say the onus is entirely on them, 
for they had simply to say, “ Not high 
enough,” and the figure would have been 
increased. 

In my opinion this is partly responsible 
for the situation to-day. What a target 
for a war effort, forty bricks per hour for 
44-in. wall and fifty bricks per hour for 
a 9-in. wall, in both cases left rough! If 
Sir Richard cannot say how many bricks 
per hour he used to lay, will he please 
say how many bricks per hour he thinks 
is a fair average for, I repeat, work of 
standard housing quality? In no single 
instance has he shown or suggested how 
cost can be reduced, but simply says, 
“That on every occasion of our pressing 
a wage claim we advance, in our opinion, 
very strong evidence in favour of the view 
that any success of the claim need not 
involve higher costs to the public.”’ It is 
as simple as that, and this surely is passing 
the buck. 

As Sir Richard does not wish to be 
impertinent, but by implication would 
like to know what I do, perhaps it would 
be sufficient to say that I have been with 
my present employer for over 35 years, 
16 years of which I worked on sites, 
including a number of years on job costing, 
so it can be assumed my output also has 
been satisfactory. 

V. SIMMONS. 

188, Cheam Common-road, 

Worcester Park, Surrey. 


PRIVATE HOUSE BUILDING 
To the Editor of The Builder 


Gree leading article on this 

subject last week omits certain 
deterrents to the activities of the private 
builder. 

The first, and probably that of the 
greatest importance, is the restrictive 
influence of the New Streets Act, 1951, 
which requires security for the road being 
made up before building commences, 
instead of before completion of each house. 

Second, local authorities appear to have 
taken up most of the attractive land, at 
any rate in the south-east of Greater 


London. 


Third, the delays on town planning 
consents and the necessity of complying 
with the whims of individual officers of 
local authorities, and the inexperience of 
committees. I have had an appeal to the 
Minister with a favourable result. I 
negotiated with the council for four 
months, and then had to wait over hree 
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months to get the appeal heard, and await 
the result. 


There is a large demand for small 
houses, but it is impossible to attempt to 
meet this demand, as the local authorities, 
in their wisdom, have town planned at 
six to eight houses per acre, and land 
costs for small houses become prohibitive. 

Apart from housing, the builder must 
have a workshop and yard, but all the 
local authorities round here are aiming 
at having their districts delightfully resi- 
dential, and trust that industry will be 
passed over the border to a neighbouring 
borough, which, on application, reveals 
that it holds the same views about pushing 
out service industry. 

To get on with private housing, you 
must give us land, and railway stations. 

The South Eastern Electricity Board 
required me to pay them £1,080 to put 
the electricity service into a road for 
29 houses, but this nationalised monopoly 
agreed to put in the service for nothing 
if 1 would pay for connection from new 
road to house and install an immersion 
heater, and electric cooker panel to each 
house. This added £20 to the cost of 
each house. 


The Metropolitan Water Board required 
a deposit, which is not so bad as the 
Electricity Board’s contribution, of £150 
for laying mains for the first 12 houses. 
In conclusion, I feel that if nationalisa- 
tion and town planning were overhauled, 
and public service on the one hand and 
public needs on the other were studied, 
housing would progress faster. 
G. W. Not.ey. 
1, High-street, West Wickham, Kent. 


PRESERVING OLD BUILDINGS 
To the Editor of The Builder. 


IR,—Mr. Lancaster’s able and provo- 
cative treatise on preservation has 
drawn timely attention to the subject. 
Many of his assertions will provoke 
argument, and you rightly question the 
validity of some of them. He allows 
three reasons only for the preservation 
of a building; pure aesthetic worth, 
‘pietas’’ and value to the landscape 
(or townscape ?). Surely there are others. 
Association with a famous person is an 
obvious one; another is pure historic 
interest ; not merely from the antiquarian 
standpoint (which Mr. Lancaster deals 
with rather harshly) but for the value an 
old building has in imparting a sense of 
the past in otherwise modern surroundings. 
A Georgian house in a London suburb or 
an old church in a new town would serve 
as examples of this. 

Nevertheless, Mr. Lancaster’s three 
bases are probably the most important. 
The chief danger is that perhaps the first 
of the three (the purely aesthetic) will be 
emphasised at the expense of the last, the 
less definable “‘ scenic’? quality. Too 
often buildings are judged simply from 
their “‘ importance ”’ in the general frame- 
work of architectural history and not from 
their own scenic or pictorial qualities. 
Old towns and villages of distinction, are, 
as is well known, usually compositions of 
numerous parts, each unimportant in itself 
but each essential to the whole in that its 
loss would weaken the total effect. Such 
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whole compositions may, to many eyes, 
be as “ important ’’ as single masterpieces 
of a famous architect. Professor Pevsner 
sums the matter up very aptly in the 
Middlesex volume of the Penguin ‘‘ Build- 
ings of England ’”’ series, where he says : 
“Tt is a matter of taste whether one 
regards the grand manner of Chiswick 
House or the intimate manner of the Mall 
as the chief attraction of Chiswick,”’ and 
then gives other examples of such a 
contrast, such as Kenwood and Hamp- 
stead ; another would be Audley End and 
Saffron Walden. It is, indeed, a matter 
of taste which sort of architecture one 
prefers, if indeed there need be a prefer- 
ence, and preservation policy should allow 
for the protection of buildings and towns- 
capes of human and intimate scale as well 
as the monumental; the Saffron Waldens 
as well as the Audley Ends. Too many, 
rather than too few buildings should be 
scheduled, and each case treated on its 
merits when any question of preservation 
arises. The mere fact that a building is 
listed might stimulate local opinion to 
endeavour to protect it if ever it were 
endangered. D. W. Lioyp. 
St. Mary’s, Trumpington, Cambridge. 


SLOW-BURNING GRATES AND 
THE MODEL BY-LAWS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I note that on page 433 of your 
issue of March 13, it is reported 
that Mr. E. H. Harmer, chief officer of 
the Blackpool Fire Service, is of the 
opinion that the installation of slow- 
burning grates in existing fireplace open- 
ings is the cause of an increased number 
of fires. As the new Model Building 
By-laws make provision to cover this 
point, the position will be that any 
fireplace, firegrate, or similar solid-fuel- 
burning apparatus which is fitted into a 
fireplace opening as a replacement is 
subject to the building by-laws as the 
execution of works or installation of 
fittings, and Model By-law No. 110 
prohibits the installation of such a fire- 
grate unless the hearth complies with 
Model By-law No. 55. 

This is a very satisfactory provision if 
properly implemented, but it is difficult to 
see how persons may be made aware that 
they must notify the local authority of their 
intention to install a new grate in their existing 
fireplace. Further, if the local authority are 
made aware of the proposal, the building 
inspector could not be satisfied, in the majority 
of cases, that the hearth complied with Model 
By-law No. 55 without cutting into floors and 
ceilings to examine the construction and to 
measure the thickness of the hearth. 

Where a building is being converted into 
flats, and strictural alterations are in progress, 
it would not be so unreasonable to make such 
an examination of existing hearths, but in a 
private dwelling it is most unlikely that the 
building inspector would be considered to be 
acting within his powers. Assuming that in 
some way the necessary notification of the 
proposed change were made, the building 
inspector could not agree to the installation 
of the new fitting unless he had satisfied 
himself as to the construction of the hearth. 

Attention must also be drawn to the fact 
that Model By-law No. 55 contains a variation 
from the current by-laws with regard to the 
placing of combustible material under hearths. 
At present it is permissible to place timber or 
combustible material below a hearth provided 
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that if it extends under the fireplace op. ning 
it must be roin. below the surface of the 
hearth at that point, but in the future such 
material must be 10 in. below the surface of 
any part of the hearth. It is possible, there. 
fore, that a great many hearths, although 
carefully inspected and passed under the 
present by-laws, will not in the future comply 
with the relevant by-law. ‘ 

It is possible that an examination of 
records and a superficial inspection would 
show the hearth to be unsuitable in some 
cases, and thus prevent a serious fire risk, 
but we are still left with the problem of 
discovering the cases in the first instance. 
Although action may be taken after a fire, 
that does nothing to help the Fire Service in 
connection with fire protection, and it would be 
interesting to know if any adequate solution 
of the problem will be forthcoming. 

B. G. PHILLIPs, 
Chief Building Inspector, Slough. 


GAUGE BOXES ON MIXERS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


Ae tase appears to be little evidence 

of the existence of concrete mixers 
which incorporate gauge-box (facilities 
as part of their equipment, and it seems 
to me that adjustable slides within the 
hopper, suitable for volumetric mixing, 
are called for. The rough timber gauge 
boxes mostly used can prove very unsatis- 
factory ; they can easily be lost or damaged 
and are not readily convertible for the 
requirements of differing sand bulking. 

Supervisors cannot always prevent the 
tendency of bonus-inspired workers surrepti- 
tiously to dispense with a cumbersome piece 
of equipment entailing extra effort and time 
for each batch of concrete; the scores of 
awkward operations per day occasioned by 
filling and emptying the boxes several times 
per batch is an obvious temptation for an 
operative to shovel the aggregates directly 
into the hopper when not immediately under 
the eye of his supervisor or that of the 
inspector. ‘This practice can lead to serious 
consequences and undo all the scientifically 
calculated tolerances and _ safety margin 
factors of present-day building and civil 
engineering. Also it can be extremely annoy- 
ing to a contractor who is asked to rectify 
work recently poured because of an operative’s 
indiscretion. 

It ought not to be costly or difficult to 
devise easily-set divisions suitably embossed 
to fit.standard hoppers. Adjustments would 
only be needed when a different mix was 
required, probably not more than two or 
three times per contract. Eventually the 
improved, simpler and quicker method of 
feeding the hopper would certainly contribute 
to those ever-dominant demands of the trade, 
i.e., increased output and bigger wage packet: 
Unpleasantness between supervisors and 
inspectors would be eliminated on this scor 
and the safety of structures become more 
certain. : 

The matter could be furthered if architects 
and engineers thought it advisable to includ: 
with the invitations to tender, a condition 
contract that volumetric gauges are to be 
integral part of the concrete mixer 
mechanism. 

As the matter is at present, it appears tho 
the administration of the by-laws, the super- 
vision of the contract, abstruse calculatio: 
by consulting engineers, delicate tests | 
analysts, carefully considered recommend: 
tions by researchers and the safety of struc- 
tures are to some measure ultimate: 
dependant upon the willingness of son 
navvy to use a gauge box without immediat 


supervision. 
H. E. Campsect [MICW). 
40, St. Paul’s-road, N1. 





April 3 1 


HE w 
the 
by Mr. 
Ecclesiolc 
take the 
The ch 
was the 
Edmund 
designing 
architectu 
Moffat a! 
more. H 
ing to de 
sister anc 
ance wh« 
a churck 
arranged 
drawings 
had gon 
Prynne, Vv 
controve! 
and witl 
author. 
The St 
longer in 
George | 
in the c 
his later 
in one o 
that, in 
and buil 
of his | 
career h 
and in 
He was 
tecture a 
sketch t 
nowaday 
graphy. 
and his 
to have 
-] hope 
lines of 
Downs 1 
tours bo 
the min: 
work of 
the frug 
in Surre 
find exa 
we may 
work of 


learnt th 


Farly Y: 
In Str 
arly 





ng 
he 
ch 
of 


e~ 


re 
ly 


of 


fa 


mo Oo + 


a“ 


wv Ss @nm RS 





April 3 1953 


THE BUILDER 


George Edmund Street 


MR. GOODHART-RENDEL’S LECTURE TO THE 
ECCLESIOLOGICAL SOCIETY 


MPHE work of George Edmund Street was 

the subject of a scholarly paper given 
by Mr. H. S. GOODHART - RENDEL to the 
Ecclesiological Society on February 9. We 
take the following extracts :— 

The church of St. Mary’s, Biscovey (1846), 
was the first independent work of George 
Edmund Street, who, at the time of its 
designing, had worked for two years in the 
architecture factory of Messrs. Scott and 
Moffat and was to remain there three years 
more. He was 22 years old, and was burn- 
ing to design a church all of his own. His 
sister and confidante had a female acquaint- 
ance who knew a Cornish parson who had 
a church to build. The two ladies had 
arranged that young Street might make some 
drawings to show what he could do. All 
had gone well. The parson, Mr. George 
Prynne, well known afterwards as an Anglican 
controversialist, was pleased with the plans 
and with the enthusiasm of their boyish 
author. He gave him his chance. 

The Street family has, I think, been settled 
longer in Surrey than anywhere else, although 
George Edmund lived as a child no deeper 
in the county than Camberwell, and passed 
his later boyhood in Devonshire. It was 
in one of the most beautiful parts of Surrey 
that, in his last years, he made his garden 
and built as much of his house as the length 
of his life allowed. In the course of his 
career he built in most parts of England, 
and in many places of English resort abroad. 
He was a great traveller, recording archi- 
tecture as continuously and profusely in his 
sketch book as anyone could hope to do 
nowadays by the easier means. of photo- 
graphy. Yet with all his vast experience 
and his catholic taste, he seems to me never 
to have got Surrey out of his system, nor 

-| hope—to have tried to do so. The long 
lines of the Surrey barns and the North 
Downs that shelter them, the peaceful con- 
tours both of farmhouse and of farmland, 
the mingling of visible carpentry with the 
work of the waller and of the bricklayer, 
the frugality in the use of freestone, always 
in Surrey precious and rare—we may not 
find exactly these in the Law Courts, but 
we may feel that the Law Courts are the 
work of a man who has known them and 

-arnt their lesson. 


Early Years 

In Street’s early work, as in the work of 
nearly all young men of solid talent, an 
influence can be detected that has steadied 
experimentalism and perhaps decided its 
hire This influence is usually that of 
sonality, and with Street that per- 
$01 vas not Scott's, but that of William 
Buttertield. The link between Street and 
Butterfield was the Ecclesiological Society, 
voich body Butterfield had been the 
'tégé after Richard Carpenter, who 
lies ing. Street was already in the gang 
n nter’s lifetime and had contributed 
4 » Instrumenta Ecclesiastica, a collec- 
i nodel designs published by the 
1 1847 and 1856. He was a constant 
in Butterfield’s masterpiece, All 
iurch, Margaret-street, almost from 
nt of its opening, and for many 

s vicar’s churchwarden. 
treet entered the office of Messrs. 
Moffat he was 20 years old and 


had already served his articles with the 
Winchester architect Owen Carter. He had 
decided to train as an architect on his newly 
widowed mother’s suggestion when he was 
16 years old, not apparently with any alacrity 
beyond that engendered by his dislike of 
the desk in the family office at which his 
father, a solicitor, had installed him. He 
had taken serious instruction in perspective 
and painting in oils, and, if he could have 
gone to a university, would have liked to 
become a clergyman. An elder brother had 
taught him to enjoy visiting and sketching 
old churches, which they very often did 
together, and Owen Carter was himself a 
good sketcher and antiquarian and a kind 
and encouraging master. He must, however, 
have been too much of an old slowcoach 
for his impatient and hyper-active pupil, 
who fretted sadly at remaining with him 
for a year more than the two of his articles, 
and, when free at last, chose to remove into 
a firm noted above everything for the furious 
energy of both its partners. 

Biscovey church brought him many other 
independent commissions in Cornwall within 
months rather than years, in consequence 
of which he left Messrs. Scott and Moffat 
and set up on his own in London a year 
after its completion. A year later than that 
he moved to Wantage to spend two busy 
years restoring churches and building schools 
in the diocese of Oxford. To Oxford itself 
he moved in 1852, having by then become 
diocesan architect. Feeling his prospects 
now justified it, he married the lady to whom 
for several years he had been engaged. It 
was now also that he engaged his first 
assistant, by name Philip Webb. Before this 
he had worked single-handed, with occasional 
help from his friend George Frederick 
Bodley. He also at Oxford took into his 
office an articled pupil, Edmund Sedding the 
elder. 

Oxford is not only a cathedral city; there 
is also a University there, which Street in 
his office in Beaumont-street undoubtedly 
hoped he might be called upon to serve. 
The only opportunity of doing so afforded 
to him, however, was the internal rearrange- 
ment of the chapel at Jesus College, a work 
of small importance. In the diocese, how- 
ever, he was extremely busy, restoring many 
churches, including five in Oxford itself, 
building a few new ones and more than a 
few schools and parsonages. Of the latter 
the little parsonage of St. Ebbe’s parish in 
Oxford is characteristic. Its extreme sim- 
plicity and lack of pretence mark it as the 
work of almost the only architect who at 
the time of its building was strong enough 
to do without self-conscious Gothicism in 
domestic buildings required by the church. 

From this Oxford period of Street’s work- 
ing life dates the church of All Saints, 
Boyne Hill by Maidenhead, one of the most 
remarkable of all his achievements. Attached 
to this church are ancillary buildings, schol- 
astic and domestic, the whole forming one 
organic design. The truly grand tower and 
spire originally was advanced to the west- 
ward of the church and its appendages, 
standing free like an officer in command. 
Unfortunately it has since been necessary to 
prolong the church to join it, the original 
west front of the nave being rebuilt, care- 
fully enough, with extra bays behind it. This 
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is damaging to the original conception, but 
on the whole surprisingly little so. Among 
Street's executed works the group of build- 
ings at Boyne Hill shows him as close as he 
ever came to Butterfield, and even here the 
distance between the two artists is not small. 


Lille and Constantinople Competitions 

Street’s Oxford office lasted only for four 
years and in 1856 he removed finally to Lon- 
don. He was hard at work at the time on a 
competition design for the cathedral at Lille 
and had just taken a second pupil, William 
Morris. The Lille competition over, he 
plunged almost without a break into that for 
the Crimean Memorial Church at Con- 
stantinople. In both competitions the two 
top prizes were very similarly awarded, the 
second prize in both going to Street and the 
first to William Burges, “collaborating with 
Henry Clutton for Lille, but working by him- 
self for Constantinople. Unfortunately for 
Burges, in these competitions as in many 
others before “and since to win was not to 
get the job. None of the premiated designs 
for Lille was executed and at Constantinople 
it was Street who, although placed second 
only, built the church in the end. 

Nobody could have made either Street's 
Lille or his Constantinople design but Strect. 
His Lille design conforms stylistically to the 
competition requirement, his Constantinople 
design to the climate and associations of the 
place it was made for, but each is a blood 
relation of the church at Boyne Hill, and of 
the other important church he was shortly 
to build, that of SS. Philip and James at 
Oxford. This church is pure Street, albeit 
Street with his eyes still upon the models to 
which they had been directed by the com- 
petition conditions at Lille. Its design is 
energetic and free, its contour picturesque 
and unusual. Its shape displays two bold 
irregularities. The north and south walls of 
the tower are shorter than the east and west 
walls’ so that the surmounting octagonal 
spire is not exactly equiangular. The broad 
nave tapers in its easternmost bay, having its 
walls slanted inwards and its roof gradually 
pinched into a heightened pitch, the eaves 
and ridge remaining level. I do not 
remember the recurrence of the first of these 
peculiarities in other designs by Street, but 
the second is the prototype of a series of 
experiments continued throughout his life- 
time in adjusting the broad nave convenient 
in his day to the relatively narrow chancel 
which needed to be no broader than in times 
past. The necessity of such adjustment was 
in the first instance practical rather than 
aesthetic. In churches filled so full of seats 
as Victorian churches had to be it was felt 
by High Churchmen to be of the first 
importance that the altar should be visible 
from as much of the floor area as possible. 
For it to be visible at all from seats in the 
eastern parts of aisles, arches flanking the 
chancel arch and leading into chancel aisles 
will be necessary, and the three arches must 
be as near together as possible, since the 
masonry separating them inevitably obscures 
the altar from many points of view, and 
must be minimised. With this object Street. 
in this Oxford church, has not only tapered 
the eastern bay of the nave, but also with 
its east wall has caught its lateral arches in 
mid-air before they can descend to require 
any obstructive pier or respond. He 
obviously enjoyed the exercise because he 
repeated it soon afterwards in All Saints, 
Clifton, without any need, the aisles there 
being merely passages without seats. At 
Clifton there is no tapering of the nave, but 
in several of his later churches this expedient 
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reappears without, however, any acrobatic 
arcuation. 


Norman Shaw 

The designing of SS. Philip and James 
must have synchronised very nearly with the 
departure from Street's office of Philip 
Webb and the arrival of Norman Shaw in his 
place. At this time the office must have 
been a most exciting place to enter, the 
master being in his happiest vein, building 
and restoring all over the diocese of Oxford 
with a skill and inventiveness unparalleled 
by any of his contemporaries. Eastbury 
church, although it had teen finished some 
years, may be taken as characteristic of this 
period of production. He was also at work 
in Yorkshire, bestowing upon that county 
two charming little churches not far from 
each other—that of Whitwell in the North 
Riding and that of Howsham across the West 
Riding border. An exceptionally good 
church, at Farlington in Hampshire is 
approximately coeval with these. His staff 
of assistants must have increased by now be- 
cause in an account written by Norman Shaw 
of the office routine we read that “there 
were some interesting men in the office, and 
we were thoroughly happy.” 

A paragraph occurring later in Shaw’s 
account deserves quotation. “He told us 
one morning that he was just off to measure 
an old church—I think in Buckinghamshire 

~and he left by the ten o'clock train. 
About half past four he came back and into 
the office for some drawing paper; he then 
retired into his own room, reappearing in 
about an hour’s time with the whole church 
carefully drawn to scale, with his proposed 
additions to it, margin lines and title as 
usual, all ready to ink in and finish. Surely, 
this was a sufficiently good day’s work! two 
journeys, a whole church measured, plotted 
to scale, and new parts designed in about 
seven hours and a half.” 

Street’s early work in which the Ptalian 
flavour seems a little inordinate includes the 
War and Foreign Offices design, the church 
of St. James the Less in Westminster, and 
a proposed subjugation of Wren at St. Dionis 
Backchurch. The cause of this phase has 
always mystified me, as have also one or two 
nearly contemporary works, such as the re- 
casting of the church at Chalfont St. Giles, 
in which he has out-Butterfielded Butterfield 
in the violence of his variegated brickwork. 
Can it have been John Ruskin? Street, 
when a boy, had lived and gone to school 
at Camberwell—Ruskin had lived near by. 
Street, with all his generation, must have 
fallen under the spell of the Stones of 
Venice. Street rebuilt a burnt-out church at 
Herne Hill in a way that won the special 
approbation of the Professor, and that just 
at the time when he was being so very 
Venetian in Westminster. 

A more obvious explanation is probably 
the true one, and yet I think we shall be 
best satisfied if we take the two in conjunc- 
tion. Street had made a tour in Italy in 
1853, during which he had made enough 
sketches and notes in this—to him—new 
territory for him to be able to publish in 
1855 his Brick and Marble Architecture in 
North Italy, still the best work on its sub- 
ject. The book was a spacious outlet for 
his impressions, and one doubts that he 
would have needed for them a further vent 
in his original works if Ruskin had not been 
pushing the architects of the day toward 
Anglo-Venetian experiment. The Oxford 
Museum was in the air. May not Street 
have half-consciously wished to forestall an 
impending fashion with his authority? 
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The Church of All Saints at Clifton must 
be spoken of as it was and as it is to be 
hoped it will be again, cruel damage having 
been suffered by it during the last war. It 
is one of the best and earliest examples 
of the adoption in England of what is called 
the “passage-aisle plan,” that in which 
all the seats are in the nave, the aisles being 
unseated narrow passages. At Clifton these 
are low, beneath an unusually lofty cleres- 
tory, and are covered rather surprisingly by 
short transverse barrel vaults, one to each 
bay, springing from stone beams that run 
from the columns to the outer walls. Exter- 
nally these vaults produce a series of gable 
roofs executed in masonry. These aisles and 
the church’s other peculiarity already men- 
tioned, that of the ingenious junction of 
nave and chancel, are architecturally highly 
successful and suggest that their designer 
was now capable of achieving with ease any 
difficult bravura he might attempt. 


We therefore now have come to the years 
of Street’s full maturity and to the almost 
incredible fertility of his mature brain. The 
new nave of Bristol Cathedral, the noble 
church of St. Mary Magdalen, Paddington, 
the church of St. John at Torquay, the 
smaller but most distinguished churches at 
Fawley in Berkshire, at Waters Upton in 
Shropshire, and at Chapmanslade and St. 
John Warminster, both in Wiltshire, the new 
buildings and chapel at Uppingham School, 
a large house near Bishopstoke in Hamp- 
shire, and the Anglican convent of St. 
Margaret at East Grinstead all date from, 
or nearly from, the years in which All Saints, 
Clifton, was building. 


The Law Courts Competition 


In 1866 Street found himself one of ten 
architects officially invited to compete for 
the designing of a new National Gallery, 
and one of six for the New Courts of Law. 
In the Law Courts competition only four 
of the invited six accepted, but they were 
reinforced by seven invited afterwards, of 
whom two were obviously included for ser- 
vices rendered and not as serious combatants. 
Scott, whose prestige with the public was 
just beginning to wane, was particularly set 
upon winning, and accordingly prompt at 
protesting against the extraordinary decision 
arrived at by the judges. They rejected all 
the designs, but suggested the appointment 
as architects of two of the competitors con- 
jointly: Edward Barry, who was to do the 
plans, and Street to do the elevations. This, 
said Scott, was unfair. How could one man 
have been expected to prevail against the 
combined merits of two? The judges replied 
that what they had said they had said, but 
in the end the Law Courts were given to 
Street alone, Barry being consoled with the 
National Gallery, the rebuilding of which 
still seemed probable. 


The design of the Law Courts building 
as it stands now differs greatly from that 
which Street submitted in the competition. 
Street, after his appointment, was required 
to make an entirely new design, for a site 
upon the Victoria Embankment, and when 
the original site was readopted it was en- 
larged so greatly as to necessitate a complete 
rearrangement of the plan. Undistracted by 
an enormous volume of ignorant and noisy 
criticism, undiscouraged by maddening 
official vacillation and cheeseparing, he kept 
inviolate the essentials of his original con- 
ception: the great vaulted hall, which he 


made the noblest room in England, and the 
individual and appropriate character of each 
part of the design. By this last he laid great 
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store. In a street so narrow ab the Strand 
any facade, any unified front of the kind 
that so many critics tried to force upon 
him, would have been ridiculous. There 
could be no standpoint from which an 
extensive design could be readable; the front 
must unfold to the spectator as he passed, 
affording him various satisfactions in turn. 

When it is realised that all the vast variety 
of detail in this vast and various group of 
buildings is the product of one mind, that 
not a moulding, not a carved leaf therein 
has been either copied from anything exist- 
ing before nor even drawn out by any right 
hand but one, there becomes apparent the 
marvellous nearness of Street’s approach 
to his individualistic ideal and, I am afraid, 
the general impracticability of that ideal, 
even its undesirability. A man cannot be a 
guild of masons, a guild of carpenters and 
a guild of smiths in himself. 

With the Law Courts in his hands, Street 
was building two of his most sumptuous 
churches, that at Kingston, Dorset, for 
Lord Eldon, and that at Toddington, 
Gloucestershire, for Lord Sudeley. 


Last Years 


In the 15 years before his death in 188], 
Street, who had learnt the answers to every- 
thing in the line of work he had mapped 
out for himself, had nothing to do but pro- 
duce and produce, as long as his health 
would stand it. Until his last year on earth 
he had never had a headache or a toothache, 
and the two paralytic strokes that quickly 
ended his life at the age of 57 were preceded 
by no incapacitation. 


In the ’seventies three cathedrals especially 
occupied Street’s attention, Christ Church 
Cathedral, Dublin, to which he added a new 
choir, St. Brigid’s Cathedral, Kildare, to 
which he added a new transept and St. 
Mary’s Episcopal Cathedral, Edinburgh. for 
which he made a magnificent competition 
design, most unhappily rejected in favour of 
the costly but insipid proposal of Sir Gilbert 
Scott. In the two Irish cathedrals he made 
extensive restorations as well as the additions 
named, and he also did work of much 
importance at York Minster. 


The church of St. John the Divine, Ken- 
nington, a large and costly building, gained 
its noblest feature, its magnificent steeple. 
only after its designer was dead. His son. 
however, had the privilege of carrying imto 
execution the drawings left by his father. 
The American church in Paris is no less 
ambitious, and was also finished by his son. 


A group of small churches built for Sir 
Tatton Sykes in the Wolds of Yorkshire con- 
tains nothing disappointing, and shows that 
in one respect Street in his later days relaxed 
the rigour of his individualistic theory. 

The church of St. Luke, Lower Norwood, 
and the Guards’ Chapel at Wellington 
Barracks were neo-classical buildings (the 
former stands, but the latter has been 
destroyed) into which Street packed aisled 
interiors of as non-classical a form as POS 
sible. This proceeding was considered highly 
desirable in Victorian days on religious and 
aesthetic grounds that Street never ques 
tioned. It is needless to say that he per 
formed the operation with great skill, and, 19 
the Guards’ Chapel, with a success that must 
silence all criticism. In order to avoid toe 
great incongruity he refrained from usiné 
the pointed arch and satisfied himself with 
round ones, he also gave a Byzantine pr ckle 
to his carved foliage, but otherwise in [ese 
works was just as much himself: bis 
resourceful masterful self as usual. 
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A drawing of the cathedral by the architect, C. W. Garton, LRIBA. 


Cathedral of St. Thomas, Kuching, Borneo 


Architect : 


C. W. GARTON, LRIBA (NELSON GARTON AND CO.) 
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HEN the romantic English 
adventurer, James Brooke, 
had suppressed the pirates and 
intertribal warfare in Borneo and 
had been given the status of the 
first white Rajah, one of his first 
acts was to appeal to the Church of 
England for help in raising the 
standard of the country. 

In 1848 Francis McDougall, priest 
and doctor, arrived in Kuching to 
start working on a jungle-covered 
hill given by the Rajah. The house 
they built and occupied in 1849 
still stands. On August 28, 1849, 
Rajah Brooke laid the first block of 
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Sketch design of the choir stalls and sanctuary, drawn by the architect. 


wood for St. Monica’s Church—which is the present 
cathedral. About the same time Harriette McDougall 
opened the first school which grew into the present 
St. Mary’s School for girls (650 pupils) and St. 
Monica’s School for Boys (800 pupils). On October 18, 
1855, Francis McDougall was consecrated Bishop of 
Labuan (as the diocese was then called). Thus 1955 
is the centenary year of the formation of the 
diocese. 

In 1941 the diocese fell into Japanese hands. ‘The 
staff were interned and buildings destroyed. ‘The 
cathedral was used as a store house while portions 
of the wall were broken to allow lorries to drive in. 
At the end of the war many of the staff had died or 
were permanently weakened by internment. Equip- 
ment such as church and school buildings was unfit for 
use. The Society for the Propagation of the Gospel 
decided to concentrate all available resources on 


Borneo. 
As well as being a fitting mark of the centenary, 
the new cathedral has become necessary since the 


existing one, a wooden structure, is now too small. 
The new cathedral, which is to be built on land 
given to the church by the first Rajah of Sarawak, 
will be visible from most parts of Kuching and is 
planned to harmonise with its surroundings. ‘The 
architect is Mr. C. W. Garton, LRIBA, of Messrs. 
Nelson and Garton, Liverpool, who is making a free 
gift of his professional services. He first visited 
Borneo as a member of the army of occupation. In 
collaboration with the bishop he has endeavoured to 
incorporate a Western plan and layout with the 
outward appearance of the influence of the Far East 
symbolising the Church’s attempt to create a harmony 


between East and West. The features which have 
definite Western proportions are intended to represent 
a gift of all that is best from where Christianity has 
flourished. ‘The elongated dome lifts the eyes to the 
cross above. 

The structure will be built of reinforced concrete 
with an outer and inner skin. The outer skin will 
have a mixture of blach granite chippings and this will 
be hand-polished and lined out to represent stone. 
When the walls have been thoroughly dried out the 
appearance of the building will be hazy blue white. 
The colour shovld be retained indefinitely, since 
there are no impurities such as soot in the air. The 
high polish should overcome the tendency which 
concrete has to develop an unsightly black fungus. 
‘The problem. of expansion and contraction of concrete 
constructions does not occur, since there are no 
extremes of climate. 

The roof will be in Chinese tiles, laid on a concrete 
slab roof, thus harmonising with neightouring 
buildings. Careful consideration has been given to 
the volume of rain-water to be carried off the roof. 
The height of the nave is 41 ft. and to the top of the 
dome 84ft. The doors of the transept will be of 
glass with Biblical scenes engraved. The altar will 
be visible from almost every part of the cathedral. 
The large number of long windows will each have 
100 per cent. opening to ensure adequate ventilation. 
This precludes the use of stained glass. The floor of 
the nave will be in hardwood block which is anti- 
termite treated. The floor of the crossing, chancel 
and sanctuary will be in mosaic. 

The foundation stone of the new cathedral was laid 
by HRH the Duchess of Kent on October 15 last. 


CATHEDRAL OF ST. THOMAS, KUCHING, BORNEO 
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An Architect's House at Studham, near Luton 
Architec ey 
PETER DUNHAM, WIDDUP & HARRISON, F/AA.RIBA 


Builder 
}. NEWELL 
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A view of the terrace. 


house, designed by Mr. 


fle 
P DiplArch, 


FRIBA, for his own use, is sited in 


eter Dunham, 


very pleasant wild woodlands 


amongst birch trees. 


Plan : 


a married couple and two children 


The house is planned for 


to give the maximum living space 


within a minimum overall area 
The alcove leading from the main 
living-room was for use of the 
architect-owner as space for his 
drawing board. It will be noted 
that the bedroom can be opened up 
into the living-room by means of a 


sliding door which, in practice, has 
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been found most useful when one 
wants to extend the reception area 


for special occasions, such as par- 


ties. 
Construction and finishes: ‘Tra- 
ditional 11-in. cavity brick walls, 


colour-washed with Snowcem exter- 
nally, with chimney stack and flower 
elevation in local 
The 


which is of 10-deg. pitch, is formed 


box on south 


brown facing bricks. roof, 


ot normal construction in timber 


covered with 1-in. rough boarding 
and three-ply bituminous felt roof- 
ing, finished with green mineral felt 


as the top layer. The floors gener- 





ally are of deal boards on joists 
and the kitchen floor is of quarry 
tiles. Some of the walls internally 
have been left as fair-face brickwork, 
colour washed, but generally they 
have been plastered and the kitchen 
and bathroom tiled to window-cill 
height. 
insulation board. 


The ceilings are lined with 
The walls gener- 
ally are distempered and the wood- 
work painted. The fireplace in the 
living-room is constructed of local 
bricks with York 


brown facing 


stone shelves. 


Services : A domestic boiler is 


planned in the kitchen, which 
provides the hot water and also a 
certain amount of central heating in 
the living-room and the main bed- 
It will be noted that the 


planning of the kitchen, bathroom 


room. 


and boiler provide the most econo- 
The 
was Mr. J. Newell, Caddinton, near 


mic plumbing unit. builder 


Luton. 


Living-room opening 
on to the terrace. 
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Houses at 
Wallington 
Architect : 


KENNETH W. 
BLAND, ARIBA 


Builders: 
WATES, LTD 
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IXTY houses of the type here illustrated are to be 
erected at Alington-grove site, Wallington, at an 
average density of 6.68 houses per acre. The first 
ten have already been completed. ‘The houses were 
designed in the Architectural Department of the 
builders, Messrs. Wates Ltd., of Norbury (Chief Staff 
Architect, Mr. Kenneth W. Bland, ARIBA). They 
are of cavity wall construction, facing bricks being 
rusticated flettons. The whole of the ground floor 
(except kitchen) is paved with Marley floor tiles, the 
kitchen being surfaced with 6 in. by 6 in. quarry tiles. 
The specification, generally, is a full one for present- 
day standards. Domestic hot water is provided by 
means of an independent boiler housed in a recess in 
the kitchen, and for summer months alternative heating 
is provided by an electrical immersion heater in the 
hot-water tank. By utilising the roof space to accom- 
modate the third bedroom (with dormer windows 
back and front) it has been possible to provide three 
double bedrooms instead of the usual two double and 
one single when planning is limited to two floors. 
Every house has a brick-built garage, in most cases 
adjoining the house. The exception is on corner 
sites when the garage is detached and built as a 
separate structure at the rear of the plot. 
Dining-room heating is by means of an electric 
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GROUND FLOOR FIRST FLOOR 


panel fire, the living-room being fitted with an open 
coal fireplace with tiled surround. Purchasers are 
given achoice for internal paintwork, wallpapers and/or 
distemper. External painting is selected by the 
architect. It is the intention to landscape the front 
gardens (which are bounded by a dwarf brick wall) 
by the planting of trees and shrubs at the architect’s 
direction. 

The controlled selling price of the first ten houses 
is £2,518 leasehold, the lease being for a term of 
99 years at an annual ground rent of £12 10s. The 
houses on the remainder of the development will be 
sold on either a leasehold or freehold basis at prices 
which have yet to be agreed with the local 
authority. 

The main contractors are Messrs. Wates, Ltd., of 
Norbury, and the following sub-contractors have been 
associated with this initial development : 

Plumbing and gas carcassing, R. A. Brinkworth, Ltd., 
Wimbledon ; carpentry, Drake and Edmundson, Epsom, 
Surrey ; roof and floor tiling, Marley Tile Co., Ltd., 
Sevenoaks, Kent; electrical, A. and V. Baxter, Ltd., 
Croydon, Surrey ; plastering, F. F. Young, Morden, 
Surrey ; glazing, Wottons (Croydon), Ltd. ; painting and 
decorating, J. W. Alder and Sons, Ltd., Tolworth, Surrey 
wall tiling, H. H. Nutman, Ltd., Thornton Heath, Surrey : 
fencing, W. A. Skinner and Co., Ltd., Long Ditton, Surrey. 
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View from entrance gate. 


Slaughterhouse, Broad Oak Road, Canterbury 
Architects : 
CHIEF ARCHITECT’S DIVISION, MINISTRY OF WORKS 


Builder : 
R. ¥. BARWICK 


HIS slaughterhouse at Canterbury is one of seven 
which are being built by the Government in 
areas where existing slaughterhouse facilities are 
exceptionally poor. The aim is to provide the 
additional capacity required to deal with the increasing 
production of fatstock coming forward as a result of 
the programme of agricultural expansion. 

In general, normal building methods and materials 
have been employed. The slaughter hall and cold 
room areas are constructed with load-bearing brick 
walls and in situ reinforced concrete roof slabs. The 
whole of the overhead runway system is suspended 
from the concrete slabs, thus obviating the need for 
a structural steel framework to carry the tracking. 
Natural lighting and ventilation in the slaughter hall 
and pre-cooler areas are provided by glass ‘“‘ dome ”’ 
lights spaced at intervals in the flat roofs. 

The floors of the main slaughter hall, pig slaughter 
hall and by-product rooms are non-slip granolithic 
incorporating a hardener with acid-resisting qualities, 
finished with carborundum and surfaced with a coarse 
non-slip texture. Floors of the pre-cooler room, cold 





Main slaughter hall for cattle and sheep. 


rooms and loading bank are finished with a special 
mastic asphalt surfaced with coarse carborundum. 
This gives the required flexibility while maintaining 
the necessary hardness against the softening effect 
of fat, and at the same time providing a non-slip 
surface. Walls and ceilings of the whole operational 
area have been finished throughout with chlorinated 
rubber paint. The lairage floors are finished in 
granolithic incorporating dry granite chippings in the 
surface to provide a coarse non-slip surface. On the 
engineering side normal industrial equipment has 
been generally used throughout. 

The total cost of the building was £88,000. Follow- 
ing is list of the sub-contractors : 

Metal sliding and folding doors, and fixed screens, 
General Constructional and Engineering Co., Ltd. ; metal 
windows and doors, Avgee, Ltd., Perivale, Middlesex ; 
stock pen fittings, Geo. W. King, Ltd., Hitchin, Herts ; 
flush doors, Walter Lawrence and Son, Ltd., Sawbridge- 
worth, Herts; asphalt tanking to blood tank chamber, 
Ragusa Asphalte Paving Co., Ltd.; asphalt roofing, 
General Asphalte Co., Ltd., Neuchatel Asphalte Co., Ltd. ; 
artificial precast stonework, Kent Concrete Products, Ltd., 


One of the cattle pens in the latrage. 
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CUZCO 


Reconstruction of the Town and 
Restoration of its Monuments 


Reviewed by SIR GEORGE PEPLER, 
CB, P-PTPI 


HIS is an admirably illustrated report 
issued for Unesco by the Ministry 
of Education (and published by HMSO, 
price 8s. 6d.). On May 21, 1950, this 
ancient city of Peru was struck by an 
earthquake, which in six seconds destroyed 
3,000 dwellings and damaged many more, 
leaving only 1,200 habitable. It also 
destroyed many fine monuments and 
Spanish-colonial private houses. 

In June, 1951, Unesco, on request, and 
in accordance with its duties relative to 
the conservation or restoration of monu- 
ments or historical and archaeological 
sites, sent out an expert mission which 
spent three months on the site and 
produced this report. The leader of the 
mission, and writer of the report, was 
Professor George Kubler, head of the 
Department of History of Art at Yale 
University, and he was accompanied by 
Mr. Luis MacGregor Ceballos, architect- 
restorer of Mexico City. Mr. Oscar 
Ladron de Guevara, architect-archaeolo- 
gist of Cuzco, completed the team. 
Fortunately a local planning commission 
was appointed, under the direction of 
Luis Miro Quesada G., within a week of 
the arrival of the mission, and as stated 
in the report: “‘... from that moment the 
mission worked in full harmony with the 
planners on a wide variety of matters.” 
This point is noted mainly because it is a 
good thing, but partly because in the 
official international field, while Unesco 
is charged with matters relating to monu- 
ments, UNO supplies technical assistance 
in matters relating to town and country 
planning. 

Cuzco, with a population of 80,000, is 
really three cities. One is Inca, the 
second is Spanish-colonial, and the third 
is modern. Much of the colonial work 
lies over the remains of the magnificent 
masonry of the Inca period, which 
unhappily was freely used as a quarry for 
later buildings. Most of the best colonial 
buildings were erected in the second half 
of the seventeenth century, following the 
severe earthquake of 1650. 


lhe members of the mission were 
mainly concerned with the restoration of 
the historic past, but this had to be 
considered in relation both to the present, 
with its traffic problems and possible new 
thods of construction, and to the 
ture since apparently it is intended to 
lan for a population of 150,000. This 
bviously requires a careful balancing of 
onsiderations both in planning and 
ntrol of buildings. The plan is appar- 
‘ntly still in a formative stage, but several 
proposals are discussed in relation to 
preservation, and there is talk of a by-pass 
road for the purpose of relieving traffic at 
the centre. Also four zones are pro- 


posed :— 


~ 


A AA A 


A) An archaeological and historical 
‘one to be conserved and restored. 

(B) Residential districts susceptible 

modification. 
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(C) Districts in which total rebuild- 
ing is permissible. 
(D) Districts of future urban growth. 
The survey of individual buildings 
and monuments, several of which are 
illustrated by “before” and “ after” 
earthquake photographs, is divided into 
two main categories: Religious Archi- 
tecture and Colonial Dwellings. The 
former is divided into five classes: 
Class I, major restorations; Class II, 
partial restorations ; Class III, remodel- 
ling and repairs; Class IV, demolitions 
and replacements ; Class V, intact build- 
ings. 


BLENDING OLD AND NEW 


The Colonial Dwellings are catalogued : 
Class I, entire houses ; Class II, facades ; 
Class III, doorways. The streets of 
architectural interest, in four quarters of 
the city, are then described, taking into 
account traffic considerations ; and finally 
plazas and boulevards are considered in 
relation to preservation and traffic reform. 


The report admirably describes the 
difficulties of blending old and new. It 
does not suggest that the new should copy 
the old—although the further back one 
goes the better the craftsmanship. It 
does, however, call for good manners and 
shows how the best of the old, and much 
of it is very good, can be preserved, while 
allowing full scope for adaptation to our 
machine age. Economics are not over- 
looked and _ building materials and 
techniques are discussed. The report 
suggests the use of local materials : stone, 
adobe, bricks, tiles and timber, in 
abundant supply, and to the use of which 
the available semi-skilled labour is accus- 
tomed. It is also recommended that 
local by-laws should be drastically 
amended in order to enable this labour and 
materials to be used to best advantage. 


The earthquake was a calamity, made 
worse owing to “the poor construction 
and ruinous neglect of most of the city.”’ 
This report shows how to take advantage 
of misfortune. 


COMPETITIONS OPEN 


DWELLING HOUSES OF 800 TO 1,000 SQ. FT. 
Promoted by the ‘‘ News Chronicle."’ Five premiums 
of 150 guineas are offered. Assessors : Messrs. Louis de 
Soissons, ARA, FRIBA: Herbert Tayler, FRIBA, 
AILA; and J. Lewis Womersley, ARIBA, AMTPI. 
Conditions from ‘* Open Architectural Competition,"’ 
** News Chronicle,’ 12-22, Bouverie-street, London, EC4. 
Closing date, April 13. February 27, 1953. 


HOSPITAL AT DOHA, PERSIAN GULF. Pro- 
moted by the Government of Qatar, Persian Gulf. 
Premiums: £1,250, £1,000 and £750. Assessor: Mr. 
Alexander S. Gray, FRIBA. Closing date: August 15. 
Last day for questions: March 31. Conditions from 
Captain J. E. Stone, CBE, MC, FSAA, Hon. Secretary 
and Treasurer, International Hospitals Federation, 10, Old 
Jewry, EC2. January 23, 1953. 

OFFICE BUILDING, KAMPALA, UGANDA. Pro- 
moted by Uganda Electricity Board. Premiums : £1,000, 
£750, £500 and £250. Assessor: Mr. N. L. Hanson, 
BArch, ARIBA, MIA. Closing date: July 25. 
December 12, 1952. 

EDUCATION BUILDINGS, SHEFFIELD. — 
Promoted by Sheffield University, Premiums : £5,000, 
£3,000, £2,000. Assessors : Sir Percy Thomas, 
P-PRIBA, Mr. F. R. S. Yorke, FRIBA, and Mr. Gerard 
Young, Pre-Chancellor, Sheffield University. Con- 
ditions from Secretary to the competition, The University, 
Sheffield (Deposit £2). Last day for questions : March 14. 
Closing dare : October 31. February 13, 1953. 

Date at the end of each paragraph indicates the issue 
of “The Builder” in which details of the competition 


appeared. 


BRITISH ARCHITECTS’ 
CONFERENCE 


Announcement of Arrangements 


[DETAILS of the programme of the British 

Architects’ Conference which is to take 
place at Canterbury and Folkestone from 
June 10 to 13 at the invitation of the South- 
Eastern Society of Architects, have been 
announced by the RIBA. 


All members and students of the RIBA 
and all members and students of the Archi- 
tectural Association, the Association of 
Building Technicians and the Allied Societies 
are invited to attend the conference, and 
ladies are particularly invited to be present. 

During the conference there will be exhi- 
bitions at the Leas Cliff Hall, Folkestone, 
illustrating the architect’s contribution to the 
development of schools and showing work 
by members of the South-Eastern Society of 
Architects, and at the garden party at St. 
Augustine’s Abbey, Canterbury, there will 
be an exhibition on “ The Canterbury Plan” 
and the models of the English cathedrals 
as illustrated in Sir Banister Fletcher's 
“ History of Architecture cr the Comparative 
Method ” will be on view. 

A number of tours and visits to places of 
interest have been arranged during the con- 
ference. Other events include, on the first 
day (Wednesday, June 10), an informal 
reception at which members will be the 
guests of the South-Eastern Society of 
Architects. The inaugural meeting will be 
held on the Thursday morning at the Chapter 
House, Canterbury Cathedral, at which a 
reception and address of welcome to 
members will be given by the Mayor of 
Canterbury. Afterwards an address will be 
given by Mr. Howard Robertson, MC, ARA, 
SADG, president RIBA, followed by papers 
on “ Research and Development—The work 
of the Ministry of Education,” by Mr. 
S. A. W. Johnson-Marshall, ARIBA, Chief 
Architect to the Ministry of Education, and 
“Recent School Buildings,” by Mr. R. H. 
Sheppard, FRIBA. 

In the afternoon of the same day a service 
will be held in Canterbury Cathedral and 
this will be followed by a garden party at 
St. Augustine’s Abbey. A civic reception 
and dance will be held on Thursday evening 
at the Leas Cliff Hall, Folkestone, by kind 
invitation of the Mayor and Corporation. 

On Friday morning, June 12, papers will 
be read on the three aspects of school build- 
ing as they affect architects: Mr. C. H. Aslin, 
CBE, vice-president RIBA, County Architect 
of Hertfordshire, will read a paper on “ How 
the Local Authority Works”; Mr. S. H. 
Loweth, FSA, FRIBA, County Architect of 
Kent, will read a paper on “Collaboration 
between Official and Private Architects”; 
and a paper on “ The Private Architect’s 
Problem,” will be read by Mr. F. R. S. 
Yorke, FRIBA. Half- and full-day tours 
will also be available to members. The 
conference dinner wil] take place on Friday 
evening at the Simon Langton Girls’ School, 
Canterbury, at which guests will be received 
by the president of the RIBA and the 
president of the South-Eastern Society of 
Architects. For the Saturday morning, tours 
have been arranged of Dover Castle, Bettes- 
hanger Colliery, Wye and Godmersham, and 
Canterbury Cathedral. 

The conference headquarters will be at the 
Grand Hotel, Folkestone. The programme 
for the conference, obtainable from the 
secretary, RIBA, 66, Portland-place, London, 
W1, gives details of arrangements and visits. 
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SOCIETIES 
RIBA 
Notes from Council Minutes 


MPHE following notes are taken from the 
minutes of the RIBA Council meeting 
held on March 3:— 

APPOINTMENTS : 


General Council for the National 
Registration of Plumbers: Annual Meeting, 
Blackpool, May 22, 1953: Appointment of 
RIBA Delegate: Harold M. Hedges (L), 
President of the Blackpool and Fylde Archi- 
tectural Society. 


RIBA Architecture Bronze Medal: The 
Nottingham, Derby, and Lincoln Architec- 
tural Society: RIBA Representative to serve 
on Jury: W. Cecil Young (F), President of 
the Manchester Society of Architects, 


BSI Committee CEB/10: Recommended 
Dimensions for Reinforced Concrete 
Structural Members: RIBA Representatives: 
F. A. C. Maunder (F) and E. H. Sadler (A). 


The Honorary Corresponding Member- 
ship. Professor Otto Bartning, President of 
the Bund Deutscher Architekten, has 
accepted the Council’s nomination for elec- 
tion as an Honorary Corresponding Member 
(Germany). 

Mr. A. Graham Henderson, RSA. It was 
agreed to send the congratulations of the 
Council to Mr. A. Graham Henderson, 
Immediate Past-President, on his election 
as an Academician of the Royal Scottish 
Academy. 

Chairman of the Allied Societies’ Confer- 
ence. The Council noted that Mr. P. G. 
Fairhurst (F) had been re-elected as Chair- 
man of the Allied Societies’ Conference for 
the Session 1953-54. In accordance with the 
provisions of By-law 28(b), Mr. Fairhurst 
again becomes a Vice-President of the Royal 
Institute for that Session. 

Revision of Rules: The Nottingham, 
Derby and Lincoln Architectural Society. 
Formal approval was given to a number of 
revisions to the rules of this Society, includ- 
ing a change in the title, which will in future 
be “The Nottingham, Derby and Lincoln 
Society of Architects.” 


Scale of Fees for State-aided Housing 
Schemes. The Council considered a report 
from the Officers of the Practice Committee 
who had studied evidence on increased costs 
in connection with housing work collected 
by a Sub-Committee from a large number 
of members. The Council expressed their 
appreciation of the work done by the Sub- 
committee and the Officers of the Practice 
Committee, and it was agreed to send the 
evidence forward to the Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government in support of the 
Royal Institute’s case for an increase in the 
Scale of Fees for State-aided Housing 
Schemes. 


Amendment to British Standard 990: 1945: 
Metal Casement Windows and Casement 
Doors. The Council considered a reply 
from the Director of the British Standards 
Institution to the representations which had 
been made (reported in the notes from the 
minutes of the last meeting of the Council). 
Reference was made to the previously 
accepted principle that draft British 
Standards must secure general consent before 
implementation, and apprehension was 
expressed at what appeared to be evidence 
of departure from this principle in recent 
instances. It was agreed to nominate 
representatives to discuss the matter more 
fully with the Director. BSI. 
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Superannuation Schemes for Assistants 
in Private Practice. The Council considered 
a report from the Allied Societies’ Confer- 
ence, which had given further consideration 
to the problem of providing a group super- 
annuation scheme for assistants in private 
practice. The Conference had expressed 
the opinion that the replies to a questionnaire 
previously circulated did not, in fact, show 
sufficient support to merit launching the 
scheme, and that the economic situation was 
still such as to make prospects doubtful. 
The Conference recommended that further 
consideration be postponed for two years, 
but that the attention of members generally 
should be drawn to the advantages of super- 
annuation schemes for individual offices 
which could be underwritten by the leading 
insurance companies, and also to various 
forms of sick benefit and provident schemes 
which were available. I1 was agreed to 
approve the recommendation of the Allied 
Societies’ Conference. 

Risk of Fire during Building Operations 
to Buildings of Architectural and Historic 
Importance. The Council] considered a 
report of the Science Committee on the need 
of greater precautions against the outbreak 
of fire during building operations on build- 
ings of architectural and historic importance, 
and approved the Committee’s recom- 
mendation that the Royal Institute should 
collaborate with the Fire Protection Asso- 
ciation, and if necessary with other interested 
bodies, in formulating recommended 
measures for fire protection. 


SHEFFIELD AND YORKS 
ARCHITECTS AND SURVEYORS 
Annual Dinner and Dance 


HE annual dinner and dance of the Shef- 
field, South Yorkshire and District 
Society of Architects and Surveyors was held 
at Sheffield on February 26, and was attended 
by some 260 members and guests who were 
received by the president of the Society, Mr. 
S. Elden Minns, LRIBA, and Mrs. Minns, 
and also by the president of the RIBA, Mr. 
Howard Robertson, ARA, and = Mrs. 
Robertson. 

In proposing the toast of “ The RIBA and 
its Allied Societies,” the Lorp Mayor re- 
ferred to the powerful influence which the 
Institute exercised in architecture. 

Mr. Howarp ROBERTSON, replying, re- 
ferred to the slow progress made in the 
rebuilding of Sheffield after the “ blitz,” and 
hoped that more money from the Treasury 
would soon be forthcoming when the work 
could be speeded up. He emphasised the 
fact that building imposed its techniques and 
that some of the difficulties which we had 
to overcome would be solved if all those 
concerned conferred together more, and that 
we should visualise peoples’ daily home 
life more, and take pains to make them like 
architects. 

Mr. Robertson concluded by saying that 
he hoped the day was not too far away 
when we should be granted lots of licences, 
and that we should see prices crumbling 
everywhere. 

Mr. H. A. Hickson, FRIBA, vice- 
president of the Society, in proposing the 
toast of “ Our Guests,” referred to the fact 
that the Society was founded as far back as 
1887, and two years after that date it was 
affiliated to the RIBA. 

THE Master CuTLer (Sir Harold West) 
commented on the fact that in days now long 
gone by buildings were massive and their 
strength exceeded what was required, where- 
as now their construction was the lightest 
possib’e. 





BOOK 
+s Books reviewed in these columns 
may be obtained on application 10 the 
Book Centre, “The Builder,” 4, Cathcrine- 
street, Aldwych, W.C.2. Cash (which 
should include 6d. to cover postage and 
packing) should accompany the order. 


NORWICH AND THE Broaps. By J. Wentworth 
Day. (London: B. [. Batsford, Ltd) 
Price 15s. net. 

N this book of about 36,000 words, the 

author covers two subjects, each of 
which would provide more than enough 
material for a book to itself. Lack of length, 
however, is made up for by concentration of 
interest, and although not a guide book in 
the accepted sense of the term, the book 
covers a wide field in a way that should 
make it a welcome companion for the 
holiday-maker in this part of East Anglia. 

Mr. Wentworth Day knows and loves his 
Norwich, and writes lyrically of its charms, 
its history, its personalities, its school of 
painting, its cathedral and other ancient 
buildings; but he does not like the new City 
Hall, which he variously describes as “a 
cross between a power station and a Teutonic 
barracks,” “a Gibraltar of brick,” “a fac- 
tory-like block with its factory-like chimney,” 
and a “ monolithic monstrosity.” (Whatever 
may be said of the City Hall, it is certainly 
not monolithic.) 

The greater part of the book however. is 
devoted to Broadland, those “ more than 200 
miles of waterways and over 5,000 acres of 
meres and lagoons in this flat, fascinating 
and unique survival of primitive England . . 
The tenuous survival, in isolated pools and 
meres, of the once wide and spreading waters 
of that vast, brackish, estuarine swamp and 
lagoon which the Romans called Gariensis ” 
—a sanctuary of wild beauty and wild life 
as well as a favourite place for holiday- 
making. Mr. Wentworth Day takes the 
reader along all its labyrinthine, reed-bound 
waterways, describing the birds, beasts and 
fishes found there, the scenery, the villages, 
the ancient monuments and great houses that 
mark the landscape. This is a well-informed 
and most readable book that should appeal 
as much to the naturalist as to the general 
reader. It is well illustrated by some 56 
photographs, plans and drawings, including 
a street plan of Norwich and a map of 
Broadland. The omission of Potter Heigham 
from the latter should be made good in later 
editions. G. J.H 


BOOKS RECEIVED 
RoyaL Homes. By Gordon Nares. 
(London: Country Life, Ltd.) Price 18s. 


HOUSING IN DENMARK. By Esbjorn Hior't. 
(London: Architectural Press.) Price 21s 


ARCHITECTURAL DETAILING. By C. Horn- 
bostel and E. A. Bennett. (Londo 
Chapman and Hall.) Price 96s. 

BUILDING CoNnsTRUCTION. Vol. 1, 3¢ 
Ed. By Prof. W. B. McKay. (London: 
Longmans Green and Co. Ltd.) Price 
12s. 6d. 

Woopwork TooLs AND THEIR USE. 

W. Coventon. (London: Hutchinson: 
— and Technical Publications.) Prcc 
42s. 

ELECTRICAL TRADES Directory. 7! 
Ed. (London: Benn Bros., Ltd.) Price 50s 

PLASTERING SKILL AND Practice. 8B) 
F. Van Den Branden and M. Knowle: 
(London: The Technical Press, Ltd.) Price 
40s. 
House Hunter’s Guipe. By T. E. Dutto: 
(London: Frederick Muller, Ltd.) Price 
3s. 6d. 
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The illuminated ceiling. 


A NEW TYPE OF ILLUMINATED CEILING 


Production in Canada and the USA 


By J. GRINDROD 


H{ITHERTO usually expensively made 
from glass or fabricated to order from 
plastic sheets, a new type of one-piece plastic 
light Jouvre has now made its appearance 
in Canada. This illuminating ceiling material 
is being made of polystyrene by injection 
moulding. Fitted in ome-foot-square sec- 
tions, placed side by side, a complete ceiling 
can be covered, hiding any light fixtures, 
plumbing, fire sprinklers or air ducts. 
Known as the Luve-Tile and made by J. A. 
Wilson Lighting and Display, Ltd. of 
Toronto, this plastic ceiling absorbs only 20 
per cent. of the light passing through it irom 
the hidden lighting points. Light sources 
may be incandescent or fluorescent, the latter 
being generally preferred. They should be 
spaced apart not more than twice the dis- 
tance between the louvre and the light 
source. For clean cavity depths of under 
42 in. bare fluorescent tubes without reflec- 
tors can be used, but for cavity depths 
greater than 42 in., or where clear main- 
tenance is questionable, reflector-type fixtures 
ire advisable. 


rn 


Easy Access to Fittings 

Patterned ceilings, using a range of four 
colours, may be designed in this material. 
The colours are non-fading and do not 
change the colour of the light passing 
through them. The material does not shrink 
except in the normal way of expansion or 
contraction due to variation of temperature. 
Experience has shown that normally it is not 
necessary to allow for expansion because a 
certain amount of space is already allowed. 
The heat distortion point is 175-180 deg. F. 

Each square-foot panel is divided into 25 
cubes, the depth of which is about 2 in. 


Standard panels are either blue, green, pink 
or white. Six panels are joined together by 
a clip and this unit is suspended from the 
ceiling by hangers which can be adjusted for 
levelling purposes. The hangers allow units 
to be hinged like doors, which will open 
downwards through 90 degrees, and remain 
hanging in a vertical position. This gives 
easy access to lamp or other fittings. The 
door then snaps back into place and is auto- 
matically level with the rest of the ceiling. 
At the same time the units can be easily 
removed for cleaning. This can be effected 
by plunging and agitating it in a pan of 
ordinary domestic detergent solution for 30 
seconds and allowing it to dry in the air 
without rubbing. 


A number of important public and indus- 
trial buildings have been fitted with these 
ceilings in Canada, including the Supreme 
Court Building, Ottawa, the Royal Canadian 


Mint, the control room of the Hydro-Elec- | 


tric Power Commission of Ontario, Imperial 
Bank of Canada, Canadian General Electric 
Co., Ltd., Toronto, and many others. They 
are particularly effective in theatre lobbies, 
restaurants, etc., for decorative purposes, 
while the glareless feature of the lighting is 
useful in such places as control rooms, power 
plants, fur stores and photographic studios, 
where this type of lighting is necessary for 
examining goods or reading glass-covered 
gauges. 

Winning the Canadian Plastics award for 
1950 and gaining the Canadian Electrical 
Association’s lighting contest second prize in 
1950 and first prize in 1951, the Luve-Tile 
has been introduced into the USA, where 
it is now being made at Buffalo. NY 


IN PARLIAMENT 
The Planning Bill 

N March 24 Lorp Mancrort, Lord in 

Waiting, moved the second reading of 

the Town and Country Planning Bill. He 

said that the Government recognised thei: 

obligations to those whose land had been 

acquired by local planning authorities or 

restricted against development, though it 

would, regrettably, not be possible to pay 

them until the main legislation had been 
passed next session. 

Lorp SILKIN said that they had only to go 
to the outskirts of some of our large towns 
to be made to realise what was the failure 
of planning to work. They saw miles of 
ribbon development, great numbers of areas 
which had been taken from agriculture and 
built on, and large towns that had gradually 
become bigger and bigger. They saw how 
access to the countryside had become more 
and more difficult, and how areas which 
should have been dedicated for the purpose 
of open spaces in the populated and con- 
gested parts of towns had been built upon. 
All these things had happened because plan- 
ning—however well-intentioned it might have 
been and however much legislation had been 
passed, had failed to work. And it had failed 
to work in the end because they did not solve 
the twin problems of compensation and 
betterment. 

He believed the Government were fooling 
themselves if they believed that they were 
going to get away with small figures by way 
of compensation. He believed they were 
going to be fairly substantial, and this Bill 
and the Bill that was going to be introduced 
next session would be a direct incitement to 
people to put in claims for development 
which they might not otherwise have done 
and which would be very difficult to resist. 

He did not consider that the Government 
had given the Act of 1947 a fair trial. Many 
of the defects which they alleged existed 
could have been cured by administration or 
by a certain amount of legislation. He 
thought the unevenness in the administration 
of the assessment of development charge 
could have been cured by giving developers 
an appeal against the amount of the charge. 
One might have reduced the percentage to 
80 per cent., as the Coalition White Paper 
recommended. The Government had been 
hasty and premature in abandoning this great 
structure, which had grown up as the result 
of an immense amount of good will and 
hard work and thought. They were making 
a very great mistake. 

Lorp OGmore spoke of the effect of the 
Bill on the blitzed towns and said that it 
would put a greater burden on the ratepayers, 

ViscouNT GaGe believed that everyone 
was rather groping in the dark for a solution 
of this extremely complicated problem. He 
hoped the Government would be able to pro- 
duce a “Kind of final Bill, a Bill to end 
all Bills.’ He would be very pleased, and 
also very surprised if they did. 

Lorp Wise was not at all certain whether 
the Bill in its essence was fair, either as 
between owners or as between the State and 
private owners. 

Lorp LLEWELLIN said he would like to see 
a scheme whereby, even if some form of 
development charge were retained—not 
including the petty provisions of the old 
one, but some general form for rural areas— 
anybody would be allowed to develop any- 
where where there had been a building with- 
out any sort of development charge. That 
would give encouragement to builders to 
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rebuild in built-up areas, to rebuild some of 
the single-storey slum dwellings, and to get 
more density per acre by building modern 
flats in those places. He would like to see 
all planning authorities trying to make the 
best use of land that was already built upon 
before they stretched it further and grasped 
more of our agricultural land for building 
development. 

Lorp PetHick Lawrence felt that the 
Government's scheme was financially 
injurious, placing an entirely new additional 
burden on the taxpayers. 

THe Lorp CHANCELLOR said that the Bill 
was only a stop-gap measure and a part of 
the scheme which the Government would 
introduce in their endeavour to dea] with this 
baffling problem. 

The Bill wag read a second time. 


Community Centres 

On March 19, Mr. Awsery asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
if he was aware of the lack of community 
centres in our cities’ housing estates; and 
if he would take steps to see that new 
housing sites were now provided with com- 
munal meeting-places, with a view to 
encouraging the friendly and co-operative 
spirit of these new communities. 

Mr. MACMILLAN replied in the affirmative. 
He said that he was seeing what more could 
be done to encourage the provision of com- 
munity centres for the new housing estates. 


Building Costs in Scotland 


On March 19, Mr. McINNES asked the 
Secretary of State for Scotland if, in view 
of the fact that he had requested the Scottish 
Building Costs Committee not to continue 
their investigations, he would discharge the 
committee. 


Mr. Stuart said that, in view of the accu- 
mulated information now available to his 
Department about building costs, he had 
told the committee, who had made so 
material a contribution, that the time had 
come when their task could be regarded as 
having been completed. 


Factory Building 

On March 19, Mr. HAMILTON asked the 
President ef the Board of Trade how much 
mew factory building had been started in 
Scotland since January 1, 1953; how much 
was completed; and how much closed down 
in the same period. 


Mr. PEeTER THORNEYCROFT said that. 
according to the latest available information, 
the number of new factories and extensions 
of over 5,000 sq. ft. started in Scotland since 
January 1, 1953, was six, the estimated cost 
of these totalled £590,000, and the area 
224,000 sq. ft. Eight projects were known to 
have been completed since that date at an 
estimated cost of £247,000 and with an area 
of 169,000 sq. ft. These figures were liable 
to later amendment, since more complete 
information might subsequently be obtained. 
The Board of Trade did not keep compre- 
hensive records of the closing down of 
factories. 


Victoria Tower 


On March 19, Sir SIpNEY MARSHALL asked 
the Minister of Works whether the scaffold- 
ing would be removed from the Victoria 
Tower before the Coronation. 

Mr. Eccies said that the work on the 
Victoria Tower was a long job, and the 
scaffolding was unlikely to be removed 
before 1956. 
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Tenders For Flats 


On March 24 Mr. Sparks asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
by how much, on the average, had approved 
tenders for the construction of flats by local 
authorities increased since January, 1952. 

Mr. MAcMILLAN said that flats constructed 
by local authorities differed so much in size, 
height, type of construction, and amenities 
that the comparison of average prices was 
unreal. 

Mr. Sparks asked if the Minister was now 
saying that he had not the faintest idea by 
how much the price of flat construction had 
increased during the past 12 or 18 months. 


Mr. MACMILLAN Said that since there was 
such great variation in accommodation in 
the number of storeys, the type of construc- 
tion, load bearing with bricks, steel frames, 
amenities and lifts, he did not think that 
gave a fair picture to the House if one 
worked out prices per square foot. But he 
would give the figures as they appeared, 
and they showed in 1952 an average of 
45s. 8d.. as against an average of 49s. 10d. 
in 1951; in other words, a fall of 4s. 


Erection of Flats 

On March 24 Mr. Gower asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
whether he would circularise local authori- 
ties to encourage the erection, by them and 
by private developers, of more flats, so as 


to minimise the loss of good agricultural 
land. 


Mr. MACMILLAN said he had already cir- 
cularised all local authorities on the need for 
conserving agricultural land. Since he took 
office the steel shortage made it rather diffi- 
cult to press forward with flats. But he 
had every hope that more progress could 
soon be made. 

Mr. Gower asked the Minister if he was 
aware that the present development plans 
around our great cities, especially Cardiff, 
meant a loss of some of our best agricultural 
land. 


Mr. MACMILLAN said that they must try 
and keep a balance; to get good houses and 
to preserve agricultural land. 

Mr. HERBERT MOorrISON asked if it was 
desirable for us to become a country of 
universal flats. 


Mr. MACMILLAN said we did not want to 
become a country of universal flats, but he 
did think that with modern designs and the 
skill with which houses and flats were being 
used in mixed developments in our develop- 
ing the central positions of our cities, flats 
had a very big role to play and he hoped 
they would be used to the full. 

In reply to a question by Mr. Mellish, MR. 
MACMILLAN Said that since the war little had 
been done in the way of slum clearance, 
but that was because of the shortage of 
houses, but they were now making such pro- 
gress with housing that he thought they 
would be able to turn with much greater 
emphasis to the problem of slum clearance. 


Circular 100 


On March 24 Mr. HENRY BROOKE asked 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment whether he would consider extending 
the arrangements made in circular 100, so 
that whenever the London County Council 
as planning authority was consulted as 
regards a proposal for development by a 
Government department, a copy of the pro- 
posal would be sent simultaneously to the 
Metropolitan borough council concerned, in 
order to enable the borough council to 
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furnish any observations of its own tc the 
county council in good time. 
Mr. MACMILLAN said he would. 


Housing Repairs 
On March 24 Mr. Eric FLercuer asked 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment what progress had been made by the 
mrmment committee appointed to ascer- 
tain what steps should be taken to prevent 
houses falling into disrepair; and whether 
he proposed to introduce legislation on the 
subject. 
Mr MACMILLAN said he was not yet in a 
position to put proposals before the House. 


Piped Water Supplies 

On March 24 Mr. SwWINGLeR asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
what action he had taken since he took office 


to improve, extend, co-ordinate and cheapen ° 


piped water supplies in Britain. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that this could 
hardly be dealt with within the limits of 
parliamentary question and answer. The 
matters referred to were constantly in his 
mind, and since he took office he had 
authorised new works on the provision of 
piped water supplies in England and Wales 
to the extent of about £24 millions. He was 
not responsible for Scotland. 


Improvement Grants 


On March 24 Mr. BLENKINSOP asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government, 
whether he would take steps to encourage 
the fuller use of Section 20 of the Housing 
Act, 1949, to secure improvements to private 
property. 

Mr. MACMILLAN referred the hon. gentle- 
man to the reply given to Mr. Chetwynd on 
March 10. (The Builder, March 20.) 

Mr. BLENKINSOP asked the Minister to 
look into this question, as he understood 
work was being held up. Would he take 
into consideration the views of the Minister 
of Works? 

Mr. MAcMILLAN said he was looking into 
it with a view to developing a policy, par- 
ticularly as the standards required were 
somewhat too severe. 


Local Authority Housing 

On March 24 Mr. Awsery asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
how many houses were owned by local 
authorities in England and Wales; how many 
councils had agreed to sell their houses to 
tenants; and how many houses had been 
sold. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that there were iwo 
million odd houses and flats owned by local 
authorities. He had no information as to 
how many councils had agreed to offer their 
houses for sale to tenants since they were 
under no obligation to notify him. Owing 
to the time taken by legal and other formal! 
ties the number of actual sales completed 
was at present negligible; not more thar »” 


Coast Protection 


On March 24 Mr. Hayman asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Governmen' 
how many coast protection schemes had 
been approved under the Act of 1949; wha 
was the total cost involved; and in how man} 
had granite been used in sea walls or other 
wise. 

Mr. MacMILLAN said that schemes from 4° 
local authorities had been approved by the 
end of 1952, under the Coast Protection Act. 
1949, at a total cost of £4,417,385. He did 
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not kno. to what extent granite had been 
used. 

Buildiny Research 


On ‘iarch 24 Mr. Porter asked the 
Ministe: of Works to what extent the building 
trade employers were now taking full advan- 
tage of the work of the Building Research 
Department. 

Mr. EccLes said that the results of build- 
ing research and development were conveyed 
to builders by publications, lectures, films 
and exhibitions, and by answer to particular 
inquiries. The precise extent to which they 
were applied could not be measured, but he 
believed that builders were increasingly 
aware of the value of these results. Progress 
was being made. 


Reduction in Costings 

On March 24 Mr. Porter asked the 
Minister of Works what was the estimated 
reduction in regard to costings in the build- 
ing trade in general and housebuilding in 
particular in the last 12 months. 

Mr. Eccies said that cost of building, 
whether of housing or other types, had 
changed little in the last 12 months. The 
wage increase had been offset by a slight 
decrease in the price of materials and by 
some improvement in productivity. 

On March 24 Mr. Porter asked the 
Minister of Works what reductions had been 
made in the cost of bricks, timber, light 
castings and cement used in housebuilding 
during the last-12 months. 

Mr. EccLes said that in the 12 months to 
February 28, 1953, there were increases in 
the price of bricks of 3 per cent. and of 
general builders’ castings of 4 per cent. 
These increases were rather more than 
balanced by decreases of 8 per cent. in 
cement, 8 per cent in imported hardwood 
and 10 per cent. in imported softwood. 


Steel Door Frames 


On March 24 Mr. RoyLe asked the 
Minister of Works what steps he was taking, 
pending examination by the Monopolies 
Commission, to prevent firms from submit- 
ting the same tender for steel door frames 
for council housing estate contracts, and 
thus creating a price ring. 

Mr. Eccies said he was not aware that 
the prices quoted for steel door frames were 
unreasonable, 

Mr. Royite asked if the Minister was 

aware of the fact that the Salford City 
Council invited tenders for steel door frames 
and received five replies all quoting the 
figure of £971 15s. 9d. to serve 48 flats, 
and was not he prepared to take some action 
to show these firms that he completely dis- 
approved of their method of tendering? 
_ Mr. Eccies said he was not aware of that 
fact, but he would look into it. Since the 
control of prices of these frames was ended 
last June the price had been reduced by 33 
per cent. 


Underground Garages 

On March 24 Sir GeorrreY HUTCHINSON 
asked the Minister of Transport whether he 
would give an undertaking not to initiate or 
approve any proposal to destroy the trees 
in any of the London squares in order to 
form car parks or for any other purpose. 

‘tk. LENNOx-Boyp said he assumed that 
his hon. friend was referring to the report 
of the Working Party on Car Parking in 
Inncr London. This report required the most 
carc‘ul consideration and if accepted would 
enta'l legislation. All relevant factors in- 
cluding the traditional appearance of the 
Squcres would be taken fully into account 
before the Government’s policy was decided. 
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PROPORTION OF FLATS 
TO HOUSES 


TCPA and Pressure on Housing 
Authorities 


THE Town and Country Planning Asso- 

ciation have issued a statement deploring 
any pressure on housing authorities to 
increase the proportion of flats in their 
schemes. This would be in effect an aban- 
donment of one of the prime purposes of 
town and country planning—that of making 
possible both redevelopment and new 
development on standards of housing density 
satisfactory to the people of the country, 
says the statement. 


All surveys of opinion on preferences in 
types of dwellings have shown that the vast 
majority of British people (of the order of 
90-95 per cent.) prefer houses and gardens to 
flats, the statement continues. The latest 
confirmation of this is the experience of the 
new towns: for example, Crawley, Hemel 
Hempstead, Welwyn and Hatfield, who find 
the demand for flats does not exceed 5 to 74 
per cent. 

Of course, a somewhat larger proportion 
tolerate flats where the alternative is a long 
journey to work; and the Association have 
previously expressed the view that in central 
city areas up to 20 per cent. of flats may 
be necessary and reasonably acceptable, and 
in some parts of those areas higher percent- 
ages may be unavoidable. But in 1952, 20 
per cent. of all dwellings built by public 
authorities, in large and small towns and the 
country together, were flats—which is too 
many already. In London County from 
1945 to 1951 only 2,630 houses were built 
as compared with 26,386 flats. 


Economy of High Building 


The statement goes on to say that if build- 
ing flats on expensive city sites were econo- 
mical there would be a conflict between 
what we desire and what we could afford. 
In the past there were economic and military 
arguments for building upwards. To-day the 
situation is reversed. What is socially and 
personally the more desirable is also the 
cheaper. It is urged in favour of high build- 
ing that it would save farm land, which it 
would to a very small extent, and would 
thus enhance home food production; but 
this latter is on balance doubtful, and in 
any case in this country’s circumstances could 
not be conclusive. 

The Association consider that, for normal 
family housing, a density in excess of 15 
houses a net acre, including internal roads 
and forecourts, but not including any public 
open spaces, is unsatisfactory. 

The amount of land that can be saved by 
substituting flats for houses at 15 (about 52 
persons) an acre is insignificant in com- 
parison with the cost. For example, at this 
density 10,000 houses (for 35,000 people) 
would occupy 666 acres, and 10,000 flats at 
35 an acre would occupy 286 acres. Under 
the Housing Act of 1952 the combined sub- 
sidies on 10,000 houses, capitalised at 44 per 
cent. for 60 years, amount to £7,690,000; and 
the subsidies on 10,000 flats with lifts, on 
the cheapest city land (£1,500-£4,000 an acre), 
similarly capitalised, are £18,600,000. Thus 
the nation incurs an extra capital cost of 
£10,910,000 for a land economy of 380 acres; 
£28,700 extra is spent for each acre “ saved.” 
If land prices in the large cities are taken 
into account the cost to the nation is far 
greater. The rents for the flats and houses 
are much the same; the average floor area 


from congested places in Great Britain neces- 
sary to permit of redevelopment on satis- 
factory standards is very unlikely to exceed 
a further 5 i 


unlikely) all of them, and their 
industries, schools, shops, public i 
and open spaces, had to be provided for in 
entirely new town development over the next 
20 years they would occupy (at 14 persons 
an acre fog all urban purposes) only a further 
357,000 acres of various classes of land, not 
all of it agricultural. 

The statement adds that when the potential 
food production from home gardens and 
town allotments is taken into account it is 
impossible to regard a withdrawal of } per 
cent. to 1 per cent. of rural land to housing 
and town development as a serious menace 
to the home food supply. It is not sufficient 
to justify an attempt to coerce or persuade 
the British people to abandon standards and 
ideals of home living that are deeply 
implanted in the national character. 


OBITUARY 
Edmund B. Kirby, OBE, FRIBA 


WE REGRET to announce the sudden death 
at Gibraltar, on March 26, of Mr. Edmund 
Bertram Kirby, OBE, FRIBA, who practised 
for many years in Liverpool and North 
Wales and was a past-president of the 
Liverpool Architectural Society. He was 
the son of the late Edmund Kirby, 
who was also a distinguished architect, 
and he received his professional training 
in his father’s office. After study abroad 
he was taken into partnership by his father 
and elder brother, the title of the firm then 
being changed to Edmund Kirby and Sons. 
The work executed by the firm comprised 
schools, hospitals, churches, and commercial 
and domestic buildings, the most prominent 
of which are the Empire Building and the 
Electricity Buildings, Liverpool, and the 
extensions to the Liverpool Royal Infirmary. 

Among work carried out at Birkenhead 
were extensions to the Borough Hospital, 
the Infirmary and the Maternity Hospital, 
as well as the London Joint City and Midland 
Bank in Laird-street. 


Sir David Anderson 


WE REGRETFULLY record the death, which 
took place at Fife on March 27, of Sir David 
Anderson, president of the Institution of 
Civil Engineers in 1943-44. He was 72. Sir 
David was a partner in the firm of Mott, 
Hay and Anderson. The most important 
work of the firm was the design and con- 
struction of the Mersey Tunnel, but much 
bridge building also stands to the credit of 
the firm, including Southwark Bridge, the 
Tyne Bridge, Wearmouth Bridge and Tees 
Bridge. 
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BUILDING TEACHERS’ 
CONFERENCE 


Industry and Education 


YHE Building Teachers’ Conference met 
at LCC Hammersmith School of Build- 

ing and Arts and Crafts on March 14 to 
discuss the subject “Education for the 
Building Industry: The Relationship between 
Secondary Schools and Colleges of Further 
Education.” The morning session was 
devoted to a paper by Mr. A. G. Gooch on 
the intentions of the 1944 Education Act 
in respect of secondary technical schools; jn 
the afternoon Mr. E. Guy and Mr. Raymond 
King discussed the extent to which secondary 
education should be influenced by industry. 


After tracing the intentions of the 1944 
Education Act through the Spens and Nor- 
wood Reports, Mr. Goocu observed that 
the intention that grammar and _ technical 
schools should take in pupils from the same 
range of ability was not realised in practice. 
There was great variation between different 
areas, In some cases over 70 per cent. of 
the boys in secondary technical schools were 
below the widest range of ability associated 
with grammar schools. The position was, 
he said, particularly bad in building courses: 
few boys of ability wanted to enter such 
courses because building apprenticeship 
offered fewer opportunities than those in 
engineering. 

Mr. Gooch then turned to problems of 
organisation in respect of secondary techni- 
cal schools, and considered in some detail 
the influence of methods of selection upon 
the range of ability to be found in a single 
form. 

Where an industry, such as building, 
attracted few boys from the upper levels of 
ability, there was a particularly wide range 
of ability which resulted in the few able 
boys being taught under conditions which 
made it impossible to develop their minds 
as the needs of the country demanded that 
the minds of the most able children should 
be developed. It was therefore advocated 
that attention should be given to the inter- 
ests of different industries by separating 
boys into sets for specialised subjects while 
grading them according to ability for the 
central subjects of the curriculum. 
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At the afternoon session, Mr. Guy 
reviewed the influence on culture of the 
systems of education adopted in the past 
and traced the various strands in the tradi- 
tion of English education. Up to a point, 
he felt, the development of education could 
be centred on the needs of the pupil, but 
as civilisation became more complex in the 
larger communities the structure of the 
community came increasingly to affect the 
form of education provided. He saw the 
technical high school as a response to this 
influence and he agreed generally with Mr. 
Gooch as to its general form; in particular, 
he thought that there should be no speciali- 
sation towards a particular industry. 

In Mr. RAYMOND KING'S view, there was 
insufficient relation between industry and 
education. It was, he said, dangerous to 
try to fit industry to a preconceived educa- 
tional pattern just as it was an artificial 
conception that there were three kinds of 
boy. He preferred to think of two kinds 
of learning, logical development and the 
organisation of a field of awareness, the 
former being predominant in a grammar 
school course, the latter in a_ technical 
school. Science and its applications belonged 
to the first class, while building, as a centre 
of interest, was eminently appropriate to the 
second. But, in actual fact, no school 
should rely entirely on either method of 
learning, certainly the technical element had 
great value in all courses and its neglect 
had been a weakness of the 1902 conception 
of secondary education. He, also, saw -the 
technical high school stream running 
parallel with the grammar school stream and 
the advantages of comprehensive schools in 
this connection. 

From the discussion which followed it 
appeared that, in general, members accepted 
the view, put forward by Mr. Gooch, that 
craft apprentices should come from the 
upper streams of the secondary modern 
school, possibly after some further full- 
time pre-apprenticeship training. His state- 
ment that the building industry offered new 
opportunities for advancement was, how- 
ever, sharply challenged though it was 
agreed that entrants from the technical 
schools would take advantage of these 
opportunities only if they were in the upper 
ranges of ability. 

The need for the building industry to 
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WINNING DESIGN IN 
KITCHEN COMPETITION 


De La Rue’s Coronation kitchen, 
which was on their stand at the 
Ideal Home Exhibition, was built 
full size to the winning design in 
their recent national competition. 
Emphasis was on economy of lay- 
out and ease of cleaning, in a 
kitchen suitable for a small house. 
The table and work surfaces were 
veneered with Formica laminated 
plastic, while the exhibit also 
included a De La Rue G.4 cooker 
and De La Rue decorative floor 
tiles. 





make clear its avenues of advancement was 
stressed and it was further pointed out that, 
if technical qualifications in building were 
more widely known, careers m_ building 
would attract more favourable notice. Mr. 
Rice deplored the conference’s obsession 
with the purely occupational requirements 
of secondary education and its neglect of 
the spiritual and emotional development of 
the pupils. The secondary school had its 
zsthetic responsibilities, and craftsmanship 
had a valuable contribution to make in this 
connection, a view in which Mr. Guy and 
Mr. King hastened to concur. - 


CORONATION AWARDS 
Northern Poly Prize-giving 


A DDITIONAL prizes to be known as 
“™ the Federation Coronation Prizes will 
be given this year by the Federation of 
Master Builders. This was announced by 
Mr. D. M. ButTrTers, immediate past- 
president of the London Region of the 
Federation, in his address to the building 
trades apprentice students of the Northern 
Polytechnic, Holloway, N.7, at their prize- 
giving night on March 26. Mr. R. L. 
Roberts, chairman of the governing body, 
was in the chair. These prizes are to be 
allocated from a special fund of 150 guineas 
which will be distributed among the Federa- 
tion’s areas. 

Mr. Butters said that the Federation had 
always felt a keen interest in technical 
education, and they realised that the youth 
of to-day would be administrating the 
industry of to-morrow. 

In his report on the work of the apprentice 
classes, Mr. T. E. Scort, CBE, FRIBA, 
Head of the Department of Architecture 
Surveying and Building, emphasised that th 
building industry was one of the greatest anc 
the most useful. He felt that those students 
who were then receiving the prizes would 
very likely be among those who in laic 
years gained some of the much greater prizes 
that life could offer. 

An exhibition of students’ work which wa 
opened after the prize-giving reflected the 
high standard of technical skill which hac 
been acquired by the apprentices, anc 
included items of brickwork, plumbing, 
carpentry and decorating. 
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INQUIRY BUREAU 


Dry Rot in Timber Floor 
Q.— + large brick-buiit building with a 
wooden floor is badly infected with dry rot 


under 2c floor. We have been advised to 
take out the floor completely, fill in with 
rubble underneath for the existing depth of 


about | it., and top with 4 inches of concrete. 
The concrete could, if necessary, be covered 
again with a layer of bitumastic flooring 
compound. 

Three builders who have been asked for a 
price have merely quoted for this work, and 
imply that this is the solution. One other 
builder. however, is very emphatically against 
it and recommends taking out the old floor, 
treating the foundations and brickwork with 
sodium fluoride with a blowlamp, and replac- 
ing by a new wood floor which has been 
creosoted. As there are other people con- 
cerned in this matter who are inclined to 
favour the latter builder, your independent 
advice is sought. 

E. W. H. 


A.—-The subject of dry rot is one of many 
building problems that is highly controversial 
and, therefore, a “yes” or “no” cannot 
be given withoet considering many of the 
controlling factors. 

It should first be understood that dry rot 
is always possible and, indeed, highly prob- 
able if timber is subjected to damp by con- 
tact or exposed to damp stagnant air. Under 
such conditions fungi spores will thrive and 
spread with incredible rapidity. The floor 
in question has been described as badly 
infected, but no indication has been given 
as to its cause. 

ts probable cause was (a) unsound site 
concrete, (b) inefficient damp-proof course, 
(c) lack of free cross circulation of air 
between site concrete and under side of floor. 

If any one of these conditions is allowed 
to continue, even with the treatment of con- 
taminated brickwork and concrete and the 
creosoting of new timber, it would not pre- 
vent its recurrence. Therefore, any thought 
being given to the replacement of a timber 
floor must be coupled with attention being 
given to the probable causes. Provided 
such attention is given and suggested treat- 
ment carried out thoroughly, there is every 
possibility that the trouble would be cured 
for all time. There is, however, always an 
element of risk since the spores of the fungi 
can remain dormant for many years. 

Replacing the existing floor with a solid- 
construction type of floor must be a positive 
answer to the problem since being free of all 
timber it is impossible for the fungi to 
develop even though spores may be dormant 
in the surrounding brickwork or concrete. 

| would add that should a solid floor be 
used and it be desired to maintain the same 
leve! as the existing floor, then attention must 
be civen to the inclusion of a vertical damp- 
proof course between the existing horizontal 
ow p-proof and the top of the new concrete 


H. O. D. 


Excessive Condensation 


©. -We have recently installed a gas-fired 
cen'ral heating boiler in the basement of 
ou: offices which, up to the recent severe 
we. her had functioned excellently. Now. 
how«ver, serious condensation has occurred 
in ‘se last five or six feet of the flue and 
the .djoining plaster work is being seriously 


affe ‘ed. We have increased the air intake 
as as we can, but little improvement is 
Noticcable, 
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Can you inform us if there is any method 
whereby this condensation can be overcome 
without rebuilding the flue? The present 
flue is 9 in. by 13 in. internally and has been 
parged throughout. 

J. H. C. M. 


A.—Because of the relatively high 
moisture content in the products of the 
combustion of the gas supplied, it can be 
assumed that condensation may take place 
due to the cooling of the gases in the flue; 
hence the boilermaker’s usual recommenda- 
tion that a chimney should be lined with 
glazed tiles, glazed drainpipe or asbestos- 


‘cement pipes, all of which are moisture 


and corrosion-resistant. 

The application of this treatment to an 
existing chimney is, of course, no easy mat- 
ter and if a chimney of ordinary construc- 
tion must be used and cannot be lined, it 
is advisable to leave an aperture near the 
base of the chimney to admit air which will 
dilute the products of combustion and lower 
the dew point (the temperature at which 
moisture is condensed out of the gas and 
deposited) of the gases. 

Alternatively, an opening may be left in 
the brickwork of the flue around the point 
of entry of the pipe connecting the boiler 
to the chimney. In either case the free 
area should approximate to at Jeast 9 in. by 
9 in. clear opening. Adequate ventilation 
of the basement or the boiler house is 
essential. 

The condensation is caused by the hot 
air of the gas flue mixing with the cold air 
coming down the brick flue. It must be 
pointed out, however, that, in order to 
minimise the risk of down-draught the flue 
should rise until it is clear of the building. 
It is not safe to assume that a baffler will 
necessarily prevent down-draught. It 
certainly is unlikely to do so under all con- 
ditions. 

Provision should be made at the base of 
the flue for the drainage of moisture. It is 
taken for granted that a diverter is fitted at 
the boiler outlet. If conditions will allow, 
ventilate the flue in the manner described 
and note results when the boiler is again 


in use. 
Ch WE 


SMOKELESS FUELS IN OPEN 
FIRES 


Reluctance of Public to Abandon Coal 


DIFFICULTIES encountered in persuading 
people to use smokeless fuels in suitable do- 
mestic heating appliances were discussed at 
a sales and service conference, convened by 
the Gas Council, which was opened in Lon- 
don on March 11 by the Duke of Gloucester. 

Mr. W. E. Apams, general manager of 
Harlow Development Corporation, said that 
in those houses at Harlow fitted with open 
fires the appliances used were suitable for 
burning every type of fuel but particularly 
coke. 

Nevertheless, experience showed that the 
clean, modern fuel was used in few homes to 
any appreciable extent. No doubt that was 
partly due to the traditional English love of 
the cheerful flames of a coal fire, but it 
might also be because many people did not 
understand how to get the best service from 
their fireplaces. 

Mr. E. W. Arxins, of the South-Eastern 
Gas Board, said that the public were slowly 
becoming aware of the merits of smokeless 
fuels, and domestic sales of coke in some 
places had increased by up to 20 per cent. 


HUMAN FACTORS IN 
INDUSTRY 
Joint Committee Set Up 


Two committees to work on human prob- 

lems in industry have been set up 
jointly by the DSIR and the Medical 
Research Council. One will deal with human 
factors in individual efficiency and the other 
with human relations. The division of 
interest between them is broadly that the 
first will study the individual worker and 
his job and the second such things as the 
relation between the manager and the 
worker, between the worker and his mates 
and between the foreman and the technical 
specialist. 

The subjects which will concern the two 
committees can be listed under four head- 
ings. The first three are in general the 
responsibility of the committee on industrial 
efficiency. The fourth is that of the com- 
mittee on human relations. 

Fitting the job to the man. This means 
work on the design of tools and working 
equipment to suit the man who uses them 
(this is getting more important as machines 
become more complicated), time and motion 
study, the effect of factory lighting and 
heating, noise and so on, on performance. 

Selection and training. 

Assessing the job. This is concerned with 
such things as work measurement, job 
appraisal, time and motion study as a means 
of assessing a fair day’s work, etc. 

Human behaviour and human relations. 
This includes joint consultation, attitudes to 
work and the structure of informal groups 
in the factory. 

For research on matters relating to occupa- 
tional health, the Medical Research Council 
will continue to be responsible, advised by 
its own special committees. However, in 
order to secure co-operation on technical 
aspects the DSIR will be asked to appoint 
assessors to these committees where appro- 
priate. For example, the elimination of dust 
from factories, although primarily a medical 
problem, may bring in the DSIR or the 
Research Associations to develop means of 
combating dust. 

The importance of taking full account of 
scientific study of the human factors in in- 
dustry is becoming more widely appreciated. 
Much knowledge of the subject is already 
available, but not nearly enough. Notable 
contributions have come from the past 
researches of the Medical Research Council's 
Industrial Health Research Board; for in- 
stance, their studies of how hours of work 
affect output and health, the influence of 
environmental factors such as lighting and 
heating and the effects of incentives. The 
post-war Committee on Industrial Produc- 
tivity’s Panel on Hurnan Factors also pro- 
duced important studies, including one of 
the foreman in British industry and others 
on joint consultation. 

The aim of the committee’s work will be 
to develop knowledge which can be used to 
make hard and fast recommendations. This 
will help a firm which is, say, introducing a 
new process or new equipment to get it 
working smoothly in the shortest possible 
time and with the fullest co-operation be- 
tween everyone concerned. The underlying 
object is to apply the results of the work to 
improve production in this country. 

The chairman of the Committee on 
Individual Efficiency in Industry is Sir 
Frederic Bartlett, CBE, MA. FRS, and the 
chairman of the Committee on Human 
Relations in Industry is Mr. A. B. Waring. 
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SOME ASPECTS OF BUILDING CONTRACTS—4 
By NORMAN P. GREIG, BA, Barrister-at-Law, FIArb, FRSanI 


I YNDER most forms of building contracts, 
~ the supervision of the work is clearly 
a matter for the architect, though the con- 
tract may provide (as does the RIBA 
Standard Form) for the appointment of a 
clerk of works. If appointed, then his 
function is to act solely as inspector on 
behalf of the employer under the directions 
of the architect: he is not expected to, 
neither is he entitled to, usurp any of the 
functions of the architect. Should he do 
so, trouble can easily arise. There is no 
authority nor ruling as to the amount of 
time an architect is expected to put in on 
the works but the least expected of him 
is that he must be sufficiently aware of the 
progress of the job as to be in a position 
to certify correctly and honestly as to 
amount of work executed by the contractor, 
and to carry out the duties summarised in 
Clause I of the RIBA Standard Form. In 
his absence, the clerk of works will carry on, 
subject to the architect’s instructions. 


Delegation of Architect’s Work 


To what extent, then, if at all, is the 
architect entitled to delegate any of his 
duties to the clerk of works? Two cases 
will help to answer this question. In 
Leicester Guardians y. Trollope (1911), 75 
JP 197, four years after a building was 
completed, dry rot appeared in flooring 
which had not been properly laid on con- 
crete. The architect blamed the incompe- 
tency of the clerk of works: but he (the 
architect) was unable to satisfy the court 
that he had exercised the necessary super- 
vision to ensure the contract works being 
carried out. He was accordingly held liable 
for negligence. Had the work been one of 
mere detail, that could safely have been left 
to the clerk of works. 


An earlier case, Lee v. Bateman, “Times,” 
October 31, 1893, illustrates much the same 
point. . Here, an employer engaged an 
architect to superintend the rebuilding of 
property after a fire, and also appointed a 
clerk of works. When the question of the 
user of certain beams arose, the architect 
accepted the opinion of the clerk of works 
as to their condition and fitness, without 
inspecting them for himself. The court 
decided that the question as to whether new 
beams were required was one for the archi- 
tect and not for the clerk of works, and 
that the responsibility rested on the architect 
for that reason. 


Completion and Delay 


Most building contracts include a time 
for completion, subject, however, to a pro- 
vision for an extension of time being allowed 
by the architect in certain circumstances 
(see RIBA Form, Clause 18). In this clause 
two points should be noted: the architect 
must make a fair and reasonable extension, 
but the contractor is expected constantly to 
use his best endeavours to prevent delay. 


The ordering of “extras” is a very 
frequent cause of delay, and can give rise 
to disputes and differences, as well as ill- 
feeling between contractor and architect. The 
presence of a clause like the one mentioned 
does, of course, go far to prevent such a 
state of affairs, but all building contracts are 
by no means s0 explicit. 


In Dodd vy. Churton (1897) 1 QB 562, the 
Court laid down the principle that if a person 


agrees to do something by a particular day 
or in default to pay a sum in liquidated 
damages, the other party to the contract must 
not do anything to prevent him from doing 
the thing he has contracted to do. In this 
case, it became clear that by the ordering 
of “extras” the employer had made it im- 
possible for the contractor to complete by 
the agreed date, and as there was no power 
given in the contract to extend the time, the 
employer could not recover the liquidated 
damages for delay. In Jones v. St. John’s 
College, Oxford (1870), LR, 6 QB 115, the 
contractor agreed (under a “penalty” 
clause) to complete the works including 
alterations, decorations, etc., by a definite 
time unless the clerk of works (to whom 
was given the power) ordered an extension 
of time. Extras were ordered, no extension 
of time was given, and it was held that the 
contractor was bound to complete by the 
agreed time, even- though it involved an 
impossibility. Hence, it follows, that should 
a contractor agree to do certain work by 
a definite time, whether extras are ordered 
or not, he may be called upon to pay 
damages for non-completion, even though 
it be clearly impossible to complete by the 
time agreed. 


Possession of Site 


It is customary, again, for the contract 
itself to contain a clause under which the 
employer agrees to give the contractor pos- 
session of the site on or before an agreed 
date (see RIBA Standard Form, Clause 16, 
and Appendix). If the employer does not 
give possession of the site as agreed and in 
consequence the work is delayed, and there 
is a “penalty” clause, the employer will 
be unable to claim under it, and may also 
find himself liable in damages to the con- 
tractor if the latter can show he has suffered 
by the delay. On this point, Bush v. White- 
haven Port and Town Trustees (1888), 52 JP 
392 is instructive. Here, delay by the 
employer in the contractor getting possession 
of the site resulted in the work (involving, 
inter alia, the laying of pipes) being thrown 
back into the winter months, resulting in 
much extra expense. The court held that 
as a summer contract was in the contempla- 
tion of the parties at the time it was made. 
the contractor could recover on a 
“ quantum,” or, in lieu, by damages. 

A recent case on this question of extension 
of time should also be noted. In 
Amalgamated Building Contractors, Ltd., v. 
Waltham Holy Cross UDC (1952), WN, 400 
(CA), it was held that an architect under 
clause 18 of the RIBA Form could grant 
an extension of time so that the date of com- 
pletion was brought down to a date in the 
past at the time he granted the extension. 
and the architect was not limited to fixing 
a date for completion that was in the future, 
when the extension was granted. 


The “ Penalty ” Clause 

The clause under which an employer can 
seek to recover damages for delay is usually 
referred to as the “ penalty” clause. From 
what has been said in the first of these 
Articles, it is clear that, as the parties to any 
contract are under a common law obligation 
to do their utmost to carry out what they 
have contracted to do, and also should not 
have entered into the contract at all unless 
they were reasonably sure they could execute 
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it, the contract should not contain anything 
savouring of a threat to force the contractor 
to discharge his obligation. The law will, 
as a general rule, void a contract which js 
obtained through duress, and the “ penalty” 
clause, so called, mildly suggests duress. As 
a result, should a sum be mentioned in such 
a clause as recoverable as a “ penalty,” the 
court will not always enforce it, especially if 
the amount mentioned in the clause cannot 
be regarded as representing the actual 
damage resulting from a breach of the con- 
tract (in this case, failure to complete by the 
agreed time). It is usual (and wise) to use 
the term “liquidated and ascertained 
damages” rather than “ penalty ” for breach 
of the contract: because, as it is frequently 
expressed, “ Penalties can be modified, but 
liquidated damages stand firm.” Put into 
other words, the court will regard the sum 
mentioned as “liquidated and ascertained 
damages” as being such a sum as in the 
opinion of the parties to the contract, does 
fairly represent the amount of loss (or 
damage) caused by the break. 


This matter was considered in the case of 
Dunlop Pneumatic Tyre Co., Ltd., \. New 
Garage and Motor Co., Ltd., [1915] AC79. 
After a discussion of previous cases, Lord 
Dunedin said “ Though the parties to a con- 
tract who use the words ‘penalty’ or 
‘liquidated damages’ may prima facie be 
supposed to mean what they say, yet the 
expression used is not conclusive.” He went 
on to say that the court must find out 
whether the payment is intended to be “ by 
way of terrifying” the offending party, but 
the essence of liquidated damages is a 
covenanted pre-estimate of damage. In a 
word, the court will usually award the 
“Jiquidated damages” agreed, but not 
necessarily the “penalty ”"—and whether a 
particular sum is a penalty or not is a matter 
of fact in each case—and it is clear that 
a sum (in a certain class of contract) intended 
to penalise the sale of a _price-controlled 
article at less than the usual retail price, is 
definitely a penalty, and could have little 
or no relation to a pre-estimate of actual 
damage. 


In the Appendix to the RIBA Standard 
Form, “ liquidated and ascertained damages 
are agreed as a definite sum per arranged 
period of time (day, week, or month, etc.). 


(To be continued.) 


BUILDERS’ BRIGHTER FUTURE 
Birmingham Employers’ Meeting 


Mr. E. J. FLETCHER, retiring president of 
the Birmingham Association of Building 
Trade Employers, foretold a happier future 
for the industry when he presided at the 
annual meeting of the association in Birm- 
ingham on March 17. Towards the end of 
1952, he said, there were breaks in the clouds 
which had been overhanging builders for 
sO many years. The first break was ‘he 
raising of the licence free limit and there 
followed the easing of controls on privste 
enterprise building and the abolition ©! 
development charges. 

These things did not come about, said 
Mr. Fletcher, because someone felt genc! 
ously disposed towards builders. They w<'e 
the result of expert representations of ‘'< 
builders’ case in the proper quarters. 

Mr. S. G. B. Swift, director of S. F. Sw:'t 
and Sons, Ltd., of Birmingham, was elected 
president for the coming year. A senior 
vice-president for the past year, Mr. Sw:'t 
has been a member of the Association’s cou- 
cil for 20 years. 





April ; 


T 
Pre! 


Tue 
8! 
discuss 
auspice 
ciation 
March 
which 
tish TI 
MR. 
Scottis 
that t! 
much 
proble 
MR. 
Collec 
Glasg¢ 
houset 
shorta: 
he sai 
me th: 
standa 
stands 
mirab! 
much 
Timbe 
Mode! 
tested 
enoug 
Timbe 
easy t 
which 
ceive. 
schem 
the c¢ 
great.” 
could 
extra 
come 
ber h 
was \ 
1914. 
ae 2 
troub| 
tune 
only 
these 
that ; 
MR. 
of th 
Assoc 
obtair 
ganis: 
suffic 
tiona! 
hand. 
must 
foreis 
that 
hous¢ 
migh 
short 
not 
appli 
timb« 
Satior 
Mi 
Said 
ing 1 
had 
Came 
How 
softy 
sing] 
men’ 
That 
large 
Woo 
AY 


take 





1953 


thing 
‘actor 
will, 
ich is 
alty” 
» As 
| Such 
.” the 
illy if 
annot 
Actual 
- cOn- 
'y the 
O use 
ained 
reach 
ently 
, but 
into 
sum 
ained 
1 the 
does 

(or 


se of 
New 
C79. 
Lord 
con- 
ee 
4 be 
the 
went 
out 
«by 
but 
oe 
Oe 
the 
not 
fra 
atter 
that 
nded 
slled 
e, is 
little 
‘tual 


RE 


t of 
ding 
ture 


the 


irm- 
1 of 
uds 
for 
ihe 





April 3 1953 


TIMBER IN HOUSING 


Prefabrication and Standardisation 
Urged 


ue possible benefit of prefabrication and 

standardisation was argued at an open 
discussion on housing held under the 
auspices of the Timber Development Asso- 
ciation in the Rankine Hall, Glasgow, on 
March 18. Over 130 attended the discussion, 
which was held in connection with the Scot- 
tish TDA Week. 

Mr. J. ForREST CARNEGIE (chairman of the 
Scottish Region TDA), who presided, stressed 
that there had been much discussion and 
much had been written about the housing 
problem in Britain. 

Mr. GeorGE LaIRD, an architect and 
Collector of the Incorporation of Rights in 
Glasgow, said the extent of timber used in 
housebuilding was largely dictated by the 
shortage of supply. “A friend of mine,” 
he said, “ who was in London yesterday told 
me that he was horrified to see hundreds of 
standards of timber being used for temporary 
stands and platforms. It is for a very ad- 
mirable purpose, but we should like it very 
much better for the erection of houses.” 
Timber, he said, had stood the test of time. 
Modern substitutes had only been laboratory 
tested and had not been on the market long 
enough for their statistics to be significant. 
Timber was adaptable, pleasant to handle, 
easy to work, and could be cut to any shape 
which the ambitious architect could con- 
ceive. “I do not like the look of housing 
schemes now,” he commented. “In my view 
the cost of prefabricated houses is far too 
great.” An imaginative or skilled craftsman 
could make a building look pleasant at no 
extra expense. Nothing in recent years had 
come up to the aesthetic appearance of tim- 
ber houses. The standard of workmanship 
was very much lower than it was before 
1914. “ Standardisation,” Mr. Laird went on, 
“is a lazy and apparently easy way out of 
trouble that will bring nothing but misfor- 
tune on our heads in the future. One has 
only to look round the countryside to see 
these appalling boxes, 12 to the acre, to see 
that standardisation is bad.” 


Mr. JOHN W. TRAIN, a builder and President 
of the Scottish Building Trades Employers’ 
Association, said that more timber must be 
obtained in the trade. “I think this big or- 
ganisation, the TDA, is the one body that, if 
sufficiently spurred on, will get that addi- 
tional timber,” he continued. On the one 
hand, they were told that timber imports 
must be restricted because of the sterling and 
foreign currency difficulties, and on the other, 
that the building industry must produce 
houses cheaper and quicker. Substitutes 
might be all right, but they were suckled on 
shortages. “ My experience’ is that we have 
not had sympathetic consideration over 
applications for licensing for the type of 
timoer which is so necessary in the organi- 
Sation of a job,” he said. 

Mr. G. B. Crow (chairman of the TDA) 
said the Government was constantly exhort- 
ing the builders to keep down costs, but they 
had not given all the help needed when it 
came to materials, particularly softwoods. 
Housing took roughly 35 per cent. of all the 
Sotiwood used in the country, and it was 
Singied out as one item to which the Govern- 
ment should be giving constant attention. 


That attention, Mr. Crow said, seemed to be 
‘arge'y devoted to the subsidies over soft- 
woods without much regard for their costs. 


After pointing out that licensing had been 
taken off hardwood and plywood, Mr. Crow 
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said the cost of hardwood in building was 
very much greater than softwood. “ The 
building trade would like to see the choice of 
what may be used put back to the designer 
and builder,” he continued. Concrete and 
even steel had been selected as alternatives to 
softwood. Most of the alternatives were in- 
stalled at a cost about double that of soft- 
wood. Craftsmanship would always be needed 
even if there were standardisation. Timber 
was less expensive to fabricate to special 
designs. “It has a very big pull there,” he 
commented. 

Mr. P. O. Reece, director of TDA, said 
he was sure they must have more standardisa- 
tion. Lack of standardisation was one of the 
curses in timber development. “We are 
apt to rely far too much on the adaptability 
of timber,” he continued. “We should have 
been trying to expand the prefabrication of 
bigger and better components.” The builder 
and the architect had not attempted in a big 
way to prefabricate roofs in the way they 
could, Government Departments had 
defended solid floors on the grounds that they 
were warmer, which was nonsense. “ We 
have means to-day of designing in timber, 
and a few of us are doing it, but the general 
body of architects and builders are not doing 
it,” he continued. 

One of the most efficient ways of using 
timber was in laminated building cunstruc- 
tion. But, he said, it was extraordinarily 
difficult to get industry to get down to the 
business of producing laminated wood. In 
spite of the very high costs of softwoods to- 
day houses were being built with softwood 
much cheaper than any other form of build- 
ing that anyone had been able to devise. He 
spoke of the use of expensive substitutes in 
houses and said, “ we are using materials not 
in the interests of the country.” 

A builder in the audience stated that they 
were concerned at the poor quality of timber 
and its high moisture content. In answer to 
a question from another member of the audi- 
ence, he confirmed that he was talking of 
softwood and not hardwood. 

Another speaker explained that Britain was 
still suffering from the effects of bulk buying. 
“In order to get bulk quantities of a reason- 
able quality buyers had to take a certain 
quantity of poor-quality timber,” he said. 
To-day the quality was up to the standard set 

efore the war, but there was still a certain 
amount of the inferior-quality timber pur- 
chased on behalf of the trade by the Govern- 
ment to be accepted. 





Specifying Ready-Mixed Concrete 


The British Standards Institution have just 
issued BS 1926:1953, “ Methods of Specifying 
Ready-Mixed Concrete.” This standard 
describes methods of controlling the quality 
of the product (1) where the concrete mix 
is designed by the supplier to satisfy the 
strength and other physical properties speci- 
fied by the purchaser, or (2) where the pur- 
chaser specifies a definite mix, compliance 
with which is guaranteed by the supplier, the 
purchaser being responsible for the accuracy 
of the design which is to produce the re- 
quired physical properties of the mix. The 
specification is divided into three sections 
giving respectively general requirements 
applicable to both methods of supply and 
specific requirements for each method. Where 
it is considered that particular conditions 
call for special arrangements between sup- 
plier and purchaser, the standard poinjs this 
out. Copies of this standard may be obtained 
from the British Standards Institution, Sales 
Branch. 24. Victoria-street, London, SWI. 
Price 2s. 6d. 
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ECONOMY IN THE USE 


OF TIMBER 
Ministry’s Advice Criticised by 
Hardwood Flooring Association 
THE Hardwood Flooring Manufacturers’ 
Association have sent a letter to the 
Ministry of Works in which strong objection 
is made to some of the recommendations in 
the Ministry’s Economy Memorandum No. 4, 
“ The Use of Timber in all Building Work.” 
The text of the letter, which is dated March 
25, is as follows:— 


MINISTRY OF WORKS ECONOMY 
MEMORANDUM NO. 4 


At a recent meeting of this Association 
attention was drawn to the above publication, 
and it is the wish of members that the follow- 
ing points be brought to your attention. 

We note that, although the leaflet is 
entitled “ The Use of Timber in all Building 
Work,” the fact that the Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government has approved the 
tables appears to imply that they are de- 
signed mainly for house construction. 

However, as an Association, we are con- 
cerned solely with the use of flooring in all 
types of building, and it is from this point 
of view that we take serious objection to 
some of the recommendations contained in 
the leaflet which can only be described as 
bad practice and false economy. 

Our main objection is against Table 1 
Appendix A (Sizes of Joists and Rafters) 
where, by the omission from the table of 
any closer centres than 16 in., it is implied 
that 16 in. to 24 in. centres are satisfactory 
for all purposes, 

In view of the prohibition on the use of 
softwood flooring it is fair to assume that 
this table refers to joist centres for hardwood 
flooring. 

Generally speaking, we, as an Association, 
do not consider that wider centres than 14 in. 
or 15 in. are suitable for use with hardwood 
flooring. as with normal! secret nailing and 
the greater tendency for hardwood to move 
than softwood, it is difficult to obtain satis- 
factory fixing of the flooring at wider centres. 

The saving of timber by wide spacing of 
joists is more apparent than real when hard- 
wood flooring is used. To exercise the 
greatest possible economy in the use of costly 
material hardwood flooring should always be 
laid with end-matched heading joints to 
obviate the quite unrealistic waste involved 
in cutting back to joists. 

[he interests of economy dictate the use 
of a proportion of comparatively short 
lengths of flooring, often averaging no more 
than 3 ft. 6 in. in accordance with trade cus- 
tom, and it is not sound practice to lay short 
end-matched flooring on 16 in. of wider 
centres. Dd 

It is our opinion that under these conditions 
joists should be spaced at not more than 
12 in., although if the average length of the 
flooring is about 5 ft.. the spacing of the 
joists could go up to 15 in.. but no more. 

We also consider that this Table 1 Appen- 
dix A is dangerously ambiguous. So far as 
we can see. the figures are based on a super- 
imposed floor loading of 40 lb. per sq. ft. 
and a safe working stress of 800 Ib. per 
sq. in. While these figures could be adequate 
for housing. we consider them to be ex- 
tremely dangerous if used for joist sizes and 
spacings in schools, offices, restaurants of 
public rooms. 

We feel most strongly that the table should 
show very clearly that the recommendations 
apply only to housing or similar buildings. 

Table 3, Appendix A (Floor Boards) pre- 
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sumably refers to softwoods and not to 
hardwoods, but here again no distinction has 
been made, and we consider that this table 
should also be qualified, as its ambiguity is 
misleading. 

We must ask that immediate steps be taken 
to issue the necessary amendments, as we 
consider that the continued use of the leaflet 
in its present form is likely to have unfor- 
tunate results. 

Finally, we must express our regret and 
disappointment that we were not given an 
opportunity to comment on this leaflet, 
which affects us so vitally, before its publi- 
cation. We are ready at all times to place 
our technical knowledge and practical ex- 
perience at the disposal of Government 
Departments or other interested official 
bodies, and much time and trouble would 
have been saved had you taken advantage 
of consulting with us in the preparation of 
this document. 

We trust, however, that our offer of co- 
operation will not be overlooked, and that 
in future we may expect to have an oppor- 
tunity of expressing our views on matters 
which affect our trade. 


DESIGN OF PETROL 
STATIONS 


Preservation of Rural Beauty 


A PLEA for the improvement of designs 

for petrol stations in the countryside 
was made by Sim Patrick ABERCROMBIE, 
FRIBA, PPTPI, at a discussion at the Town 
and Country Planning Association on 
March 18. The other principal speaker was 
Mr. D. A. Bircuett, ARIBA, architect to 
Shell-Mex and BP, Ltd., the company which 
last year sponsored an architectural competi- 
tion for the design of petrol-filling stations. 
The chairman was Mr. F. J. Osborn. 

Sir Patrick recalled the conditions which 
existed some 25 years ago when petrol 
stations were the “acutest form of colour 
blemish in the countryside.” Numerous 
petrol station proprietors competed against 
one another by erecting advertisements which 
increased in blatancy. Some stations were 
actually constructed in advertisement boards 
fixed to a timber framing. 


Service Stations Abroad 


The Petrol Consolidation Act of 1928 was, 
he thought, a good piece of legislation for it 
did have the effect of limiting the number 
of advertisements. The way in which this 
Act had been merged into the Planning Act 
of 1947 was, however, unfortunate, he 
thought, because it had become lost in the 
general control over advertisements. 

Sir Patrick said that in those parts of the 
world which were sometimes referred to as 
tropical countries and sometimes as back- 
ward countries, one came across petrol 
stations far superior in design to most of 
those in Britain to-day. And they were not, 
as one might at first suppose, erected by the 
Governments of the countries concerned, 
but were designed and built by private petrol 
companies. He was pleased to know that 
the petrol distributors if this country had 
similar ideas. 

There was no good reason, the speaker 
continued, why some advertisements should 
be so large. People were capable of seeing 
smaller ones. So far as retrol stations were 
concerned, they should be straightforward 
buildings of modern design. It should be 
clear what their purpose was, but they should 
not be spoiled by exhibuing advertisements 
for different brands of petrol. It was the 
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advertisements rather than the buildings 
which constituted a danger to the beauty of 
the rural areas. 


From Tins to Pumps 


An explanation of how the existing 
unplanned network of petrol stations came 
into being was given by Mr. BircHeTT. They 
began td spring up, he said, at the turn of 
the century when coachbuilders and black- 
smiths started to stock petrol in tins. After 
the first world war many Army-trained 
mechanics set themselves up in garage busi- 
nesses. Then followed the introduction in 
1920 of the petrol pump with an under- 
ground storage tank, and so there sprang up 
the kind of stations that we knew to-day. 
There were now far too many of them and 
they were, in his opinion, incapable of 
meeting the needs of fast traffic. 

Mr. Birchett went on to describe the 
architectural advisory service for various 
types of petrol stations which his company 
offered. Advice was given through divisional 
architectural consultants who, since 1951, 
had devised some 12,000 sketch schemes. 
Some of the architects who submitted designs 
in last year’s competition sponsored by his 
firm had been engaged by individual pro- 
prietors to design service stations. 

Mr. Birchett said he deplored the current 
tendency to camouflage petrol stations to 
represent something which they were not. If 
efforts were made to hide them from view, 
he reasoned, they could not properly satisfy 
the genuine needs of road users. 

The present unsatisfactory conditions of 
many country petrol stations could be 
remedied, he thought, by tidying them up 
and replanning them on modern lines. 
Discussion 

In the general discussion which followed, 
several speakers referred to the problem of 
reducing the number of unsightly advertise- 
ments from which, they suggested, petrol 
stations were inseparable. One speaker 
agreed that there should be sufficient warn- 
ing to the motorist that he was approaching 
a petrol station, but it should not be neces- 
sary to have a neon sign visible for miles 
around, he said. And instead of the startling 
colours which were generally used in 
advertisements, he suggested the use of 
colours to be found in nature. 

Mr. DESMOND DONNELLY, MP, thought 
that it would be useful if a national network 
of some kind could be formed whereby a 
driver would know exactly where to go to 
get petrol in any particular area. 

Mr. Davip THorPE hoped that there 
would not be a standardised design for 
service stations throughout the country. 
Even the best designed stations, he said, 
would quickly become unsightly if they were 
not maintained in good condition. 

SiR WALTER GURNEY suggested that the 
responsible Ministry should give a lead by 
declaring its policy on the question of the 
design of service stations and the number 


necessary to satisfy the demands of road 
users. 





New Members on COID 


The Board of Trade announce that the 
President has appointed Mr. Osbert Lancas- 
ter, Hon. ARIBA, Mrs. Atison Settle, Mr. J. 
Cleveland Belle and Mr. A. E. Hewitt to be 
members of the Council of Industrial Design. 
He has also reappointed Mrs. Helen Bent- 
wich and Mr. Robin Darwin to be members 
of the Council on the termination of their 
existing appointments. 
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RESTORATION OF SAND 
AND GRAVEL WORKINGS 


Levy Suggested to Meet Cost 


HE establishment of an after-treatmept 
fund to provide financial assistance 
towards the restoration of land from which 
sand and gravel have been excavated is re. 
commended to Mr. Harold Macmillan, 
Minister of Housing and Local Government, 
in a report* of the Advisory Committee on 
Sand and Gravel which was published op 
March 25. The Committee consider that 
sand and gravel operators should be the 
principal contributors to the fund, by means 
of a levy on each cubic yard of sand and 
gravel produced, and that mineral owners 
and the Exchequer should also contribute. 
They suggest that the levy might be fixed 
at one penny per cubic yard for an initial 
period, and that the Minister should have 
power to review and vary the rate of con- 
tribution at regular intervals. 


The Committee draw a distinction between 
the restoration problems presented by gravel 
pits that are worked “ wet” and “ dry,” and 
point out that the possibility of filling wet 
pits depends upon the availability of ade- 
quate supplies of filling material which can 
be safely used without risk of polluting or 
interfering with water supplies. In the 
Greater London area, for example, where 
considerable supplies of builders’ rubble and 
similar materials are available, the pressure 
to dispose of filling material ensures that 
the filling of wet pits takes place auto- 
matically; outside the Greater London area 
most of the wet pits are remote from any 
similar sources of material, and the chances 
of filling these pits are at present very small. 


The Committee reject the idea that any 
form of financial assistance could be instru- 
mental in increasing the rate of restoring 
wet pits unless new sources of filling 
material become available, and they point to 
domestic refuse and power station ash as the 
two most likely sources. They recommend 
that grants from the after-treatment fund 
should be paid to assist research into the 
technical problems presented by the use of 
these and other materials. 


Among the other purposes for which 
grants should be made available, the report 
Suggests, are the special agricultural treat- 
ment of restored land, landscape treatment 
of wet pits which cannot be filled, and the 
reclamation of worked-out pits which have 
been left derelict in the past. The Com- 
mittee recommend that local authorities 
should be given power to acquire com- 
pulsorily any worked-out pits if the owners 
are not prepared to restore them with the 
aid of financial assistance from the fund 


The report opens with a detailed survey 
of the technical problems of restoring sand 
and gravel pits, and includes chapters on 
prospecting for deposits and the extraction 
of minerals from land which is required 
for other forms of development. 


_ The Advisory Committee have so far pub- 
lished two general reports and nine region! 
reports. Reports on the following areas «re 
in preparation and will be published as pa"'s 
11-17: Middle Anglia, East Anglia, Keot 
and East Sussex, East Lincolnshire, East 
Yorkshire, Wales and South-West England. 





* Report of an Advisory Committee of Sand and 
Gravel—Part 18. Published by HMSO, SO Co 
754-18. Price 2s. 6d. i 


April - 


M* 
+ [ 
and N 
Trades 
and 
Londo 
mittee 
Joint 
Londo 
Appre 


TH 
region 
Count 
Fawce 
ation 
preser 
presid 

The 
to the 
ing w 
which 
the ré 
schoo 
their 


Dobh 
ster, 

Scout 
Lond 
prom 
bonfi 
bonfi 
are ¢ 
mark 

It 

will 

last | 
some 
it all 








+ 1953 


ND 
‘GS 
st 


atment 
iStance 
which 
| is re- 
millan, 
nment, 
tee On 
ed on 
r that 
e the 
means 
d and 
ywners 
ribute, 
fixed 
initial 
have 
’ con- 


tween 
zravel 
” and 
2 wet 
ade- 
nh can 
1g or 

the 
where 
> and 
ssure 
that 
auto- 
area 
any 
inces 
mall. 


any 
stru- 
ring 
lling 
it to 
3 the 
rend 
fund 

the 
e of 


hich 
port 
eat- 
nent 

the 
lave 
om- 
ities 
om- 
71ers 

the 


vey 
ind 

on 
ion 


Aprit 3 1953 


LMBA 


London Regional Joint 
Apprenticeship Committee 

Me. A. G. MILES,’ chairman of the 
+"* ~MBA_ Apprenticeship Committee, 
and Mr. P. McNamara, of the Plumbing 
Trades Union, have been elected chairman 
and vice-chairman’ respectively of the 
London Regional Joint Apprenticeship Com- 
mittee for 1953. The London Regional 
Joint Apprenticeship Committee is the 
London section of the National Joint 
Apprenticeship Board. 

BATC Prize Giving 

THe BATC prize awards for the London 
region for 1953 are to be presented at 
County Hall on April 28, at 7 pm. Sir Luke 
Fawcett, President of the National Feder- 
ation of Building Trade Operatives, is to 
present the prizes. Mr. A. G. Miles is to 
preside. 

The BATC prizes are awarded annually 
to the best apprentices in the various build- 
ing industry crafts in each of the regions 
which make up the National Federation, on 
the recommendation of the Principals of the 
schools of building they are attending and 
their employers. 


Hyde Park Bonfire 


Ay the request of Commander D. O. 
Doble, Secretary to the Mayor of Westmin- 
ster, and District Commissioner of the Boy 
Scouts of Westminster, members of the 
London Master Builders’ Association have 
promised to supply scrap material for the 
bonfire in Hyde Park, one of a chain of 
bonfires which Scouts throughout the country 
are organising for the evening of June 2 to 
mark the Queen’s Coronation. 

It is expected that the Hyde Park bonfire 
will be the biggest in the country. At the 
last Coronation, the Hyde Park bonfire was 
some 30 feet high, and King George VI set 
it alight from Buckingham Palace. 


CANADIAN NATIONAL 
BUILDING CODE 


First Part Now Issued 


THE first Canadian Code of Construction 

Safety Measures has just been issued 
by the Canadian National Research Council. 
This small pamphlet is important not only 
for its contents but because it is the first 
part of the new National Building Code to 
appear in print. It has been prepared by the 
Associate Committee on the Nationa] Build- 
ing Code as Part Eight cf the NBC (1953), 
but is being issued in pamphlet form (price 
10 cents) in advance of the publication of 
the whole code as a service to the construc- 
tion industry. 

The need for a part of the code deal'ng 
with construction safety measures was first 
suggested to the committee at one of its 
annual Building Officials’ Conferences, and 
sO it was included in the new arrangement 
now being followed for the new code. The 
work of preparing this new publication was 
the responsibility of a special technical 
committee, under the chairmanship of Albert 
Deschamps, engineer and contractor of 
Montreal, a past-president of the Canadian 
Construction Association. 

\ll existing construction safety documents 
available in English were carefully stud’ed 
n the preparation of the first draft of the 
new Canadian code. Twelve hundred copies 
ot this draft were circulated throughout 
Canada, most of them by request, and many 
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comments were received. As is the practice 
with all parts of the main code, every com- 
ment was read aloud at a special meeting 
of the committee to ensure its full considera- 
tion, and only then was the final draft 
completed. 

The pocket-sized pamphlet now issued 
contains fourteen sections, covering the 
whole field of construction safety practice 
including Housekeeping, Hoists and 
Elevators, Scaffolds, and First Aid, with a 
special section dealing with the Demolition 
of Buildings. The associate committee 
knows that improvement of the pamphlet 
will be possible. They hope, therefore, that 
those who use it will favour them with their 
critical comments. It will be kept continually 
under review and will be revised from time 
to time as may be found necessary. 

The Safety Measures nart of the NBC has 
been issued in convenient pamphlet size so 
that it can be slipped into the pocket. 


ACID-RESISTANT CONCRETE 
Possibilities of New German Process 


[‘ is well known that, owing to the high 

proportion of free lime which it contains, 
concrete has a relatively low resistance to 
corrosion by acids. To overcome this weak- 
ness, the Ocrietfabrick N.V., of Baarn, 
Germany, have developed a system of treat- 
ing concrete with a gas containing fluorine 
which, it is claimed, greatly increases the 
resistance of the concrete to corrosion by 
converting the free lime present into acid- 
resistant compounds. The _ international 
trade name given to concrete so treated is 
“ Ocrated ” concrete. 

The treatment can be controlled by alter- 
ing the gas pressure and the treatment-time, 
so that it is possible to vary the thickness of 
the treated layer of the concrete according 
to the degree of resistance required. In 
addition to improving resistance to acid cor- 
rosion, “ Ocration,” it is claimed, increases 
the strength and compactness of concrete 
and raises its resistance to mechanical abra- 
sion. The tests on the process have been 
carried out by the Dyckerhoff Portland 
Zementwerke AG, Wiesbaden-Amoneburg. 


The invention, it is claimed, opens up a 





Samples of concrete stored for eight 
weeks in a § per cent. solution of lactic 
acid (top) untreated ; (below) ““Ocrated.” 


number of opportunities in the concrete, 
artificial stone and asbestos cement industries. 
Examples are concrete pipes for sewerage, 
which often face corrosion from both inside 
and without; artificial stone products, which 
in time tend to become coarse in texture 
owing to the corrosion of the cement; piles 
which, owing to the nature of their task, are 
usually employed in aggressive peat, marsh 
or clay soils; concrete tiles, both for in- 
creased resistance to acid atmospheres and 
for increased resistance to abrasion; and for 
drainpipes. 

In addition, new possibilities are opened 
up in regard to lightweight concretes, 
which, while retaining their low weight, can 
be given sufficient strength to make them 
useful for structural purposes. 


NORWICH BUILDERS AND 
PRIVATE HOUSING 
“Price the Deciding Factor” 


ALTHOUGH the prospects for the build- 
‘ ing industry were better than at any 
time since the end of the war, it was impera- 
tive that prices be kept down, two speakers 
pointed out at the annual meeting of the 
Norwich and District Association of Build- 
ing Trades Employers at the Castie Hotel, 
Norwich, on March 24. 


The regional president, Mr. P. J. C. West, 
told members that he thought the scope for 
private-enterprise house-building was con- 
siderable, and the extensive representations 
made by the National Federation had pro- 
duced results. Price was now the deciding 
factor. “It is of the greatest importance 
that we should examine every aspect of the 
organisation of our industry to ensure that 
prices are kept down,” he said. “All too 
often the builder is criticised for high prices 
because he happens to be the last man in a 
fairly long chain in the process of producing 
buildings. 

“It is important to remember that per- 
haps 60 per cent. or more of the price of 
our finished product is for materials, where 
prices are entirely outside our control. It 
is natural that we should look to the manu- 
facturers and distributors of materials to play 
their part in bringing down prices.” 

Commenting on the shortage of land, Mr. 
West said: “ There is no point in having free- 
dom to build privately when land is short 
and, because of shortage, at a premium. I 
feel more can be done by the Government 
and local authorities to make available at 
reasonable prices land for private develop- 
ment.” 


The president, Mr. T. S. Gut, looked 
back on the year as one of steady improve- 
ment for the industry when he made his 
report. “ We still have a shortage of mate- 
rials, notably bricks, but I believe that quite 
a small increase in production and possibly 
a comparatively small use of alternative 
materials would remove this difficulty,” he 
said. The prices of materials seemed to have 
been stabilised and he looked forward to the 
time when wages followed them as a period 
of stable prices would be of great benefit to 
the industry. The meeting decided to send a 
resolution, passed unanimously, to both the 
Norwich and the Norfolk educational 
authorities stating that they were not satisfied 
with the present standard of education. MR. 
NorcatTe said that the standards might satisfy 
the educationists, but they were not good 
enough for boys entering the building trades. 


Mr. R. E. Carter was eiected president for 
the coming year. 







































































WMO geal te > 


woe 


ee diaeresis 


Sars) aca te oN a oats mbes sO: 
Ee hed ait ney Ped. Rid 


uth Soh ae 


eaten? top 
pn haa ns a pele ince e 
tigi ane ; 


soos nets Mena ik eters pee ota 
a a aaa 





























NEWS IN BRIEF 
Structural Engineers’ Examinations 

The Institution of Structural Engineers 
have issued lists of the successful candidates 
in the Institution’s associate-membership and 
graduateship examinations held at home and 
overseas last January. 


Lead Pipe 


The Lead Industries Development Council 
have published a booklet “Lead Pipe for 
Gas Distribution in Buildings” which gives 
notes of the types of lead gas pipe available. 
methods of fixing and jointing, and typical 
meter connections. Copies are available from 
the Council at Eagle House, Jermyn-street, 
SWI. 


Solid Fuel Appliances 


The Coal Utilisation Council's List No. 6 
of recommended domestic solid fuel appli- 
ances has now been published, price 6d. 
Prepared in consultation with the Ministry 
of Fuel and Power, the list, which supersedes 
No. 5 (issued in July last), gives details of 
all domestic solid fuel appliances which 
comply with prescribed standards of efficiency 
and also provides information about the 
types of fuel suitable for them. 


Prevention of Rust 


A booklet, “The Fight Against Rust,” 
gives an account of the work of the 
Corrosion Committee of the British Iron 
and Stee] Research Association and of the 
results of this work that can be useful to 
industry. Case histories are given and illus- 
trated, with summaries of work at Cambridge 
University and the Chemical Research 
Laboratory. The booklet, price 2s. 6d., is 
available from the Association at 11, Park- 
lane, London, WI. 


Architects’ and Surveyors’ Meeting 


The Faculty of Architects and Surveyors 
and the Faculty of Surveyors of England 
held their annual general meetings at St. 
Ermin’s Hotel, Caxton-street, SW1, on March 
13. The president discussed matters of 
domestic policy, laying special stress upon 
the Registration of Surveyors which the 
Faculty are pursuing actively, and co-opera- 
ting wherever possible with other bodies 
interested in this most important project, 
which would be for the mutual benefit of 
the general public and profession. 


Fuel Efficiency Exhibition 


A Fuel Efficiency and Smoke Abatement 
Exhibition is to be held by the Solid Smoke- 
less Fuels Federation at Charing Cross 
Underground Station, by permission of the 
London Transport Executive, from April 7 
to April 25, and is to be open on week-days 
from 10 am to 7.30 pm. The objects of 
the exhibition are: (1) to show how much 
more efficient domestic heat services are when 
solid smokeless fuels are used, in modern 
appliances; and (2) to demonstrate that 
solid smokeless fuels will abolish smoke pol- 
lution, caused largely by domestic chimneys. 
Exhibits will include domestic appliances in 
operation for heating, cooking and hot 
water, burning solid smokeless fuels. 
There will also be displays showing the 
advantages of structural insulation, the 
valuable by-products which are obtained 
from coal in the process of making coke and 
the need for good fuel storage. Literature 
on smokeless fuels, modern appliances and 
smoke abatement is available at the exhibi- 
tion and demonstrators will be in attendance 
to give any information required. 
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Concrete Blocks for Housing 


Lightweight concrete blocks for housing 
are dealt with in Building Research Digest 
No. 52. which was recently issued. 


Discussions on New By-laws 

A series of discussions have been arranged 
in respect of the new building by-laws at the 
South-West Essex Technical College, 
Walthamstow. The next meeting will be on 
April 21, at 7.30 p.m., and thereafter every 
Tuesday at the same time. 


The Cemian Motor Club 


In 1936, or thereabouts, a number of stu- 
dents at the College of Estate Management 
formed the Cemian Motor Club, which has 
since continued to flourish. Motoring is an 
expensive pastime nowadays and is more 
than many students can afford. However, 
the Club wish it to be known that member- 
ship is open to all past and present mem- 
bers of the College and a limited number 
of their friends and colleagues. Applications 
for membership will be welcomed and should 
be addressed to the hon. secretary. R. L. 
Sadler, 8, Beaumont-mews, London, W1. 


Conveyors 


A film recently produced by the Mechani- 
cal Handling Engineers’ Association, 94/98, 
Petty France, London, SW1, can be obtained 
on loan, free of charge. The film was devised 
to serve as a supplement to the documentary 
film “Mechanical Handling,” released in 
1948, and it indicates some of the possibili- 
ties of application of mechanical means for 
the movement of all types of materials and 
goods in industrial processes. ‘Conveyors 
as your Servants” is a 16-mm. film in colour 
of 36 minutes’ duration, with a sound com- 
mentary and applications for prints on loan 
should be made to the Association. 


US to See British Designs 


The Council of Industrial Design, on 
behalf of the Dollar Exports Council, has 
compiled a selective list of nearly 200 objects 
of good current British design for display 
in a US travelling exhibition called “ Design 
from Britain.” The selection, which has 
been made from the ColID’s “ Design 
Review,” covers the following domestic pro- 
ducts: glass, pottery, cutlery, silverware, 
woodware, lighting fittings, furniture, wall- 
papers, fabrics, linen, carpets and Corona- 
tion souvenirs. A similar exhibition is to 
be opened for a fortnight in June at the 
Kunstgewerbemuseum (Industrial Art 
Museum) in Switzerland. 


Guide to the Crown Jewels 


In 1952 more than half a million went to 
see the Crown Jewels in the Tower of 
London, but this year, with the heightened 
interest aroused by the Coronation ceremony 
in which the Crown Jewels have their historic 
function, this number is likely to be exceeded. 
For these visitors, and for others who may 
not have an opportunity to come to London, 
the Ministry of Works have produced a new 
“ Guide to the Crown Jewels.” The text not 
only gives the history and description of the 
Regalia but also outlines their use in the 
Coronation ceremony. The guide is illus- 
trated with photographs on coloured back- 
grounds, and a double-page numbered plan 
shows the exact position of each piece of 
the Regalia as displayed in the Jewel House, 
Wakefield Tower. The book will be on sale 
at the Tower of London and can also be 
obtained from HMSO, or through book- 
sellers, price 2s. 
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Convention at Cambridge 

The British Wood Preserving Association's 
convention is to be held at Trinity College, 
Cambridge, from June 24 to 26. 


Birmingham Builders’ Dinner-Dance 

The annual dinner-dance of the Birming- 
ham Association of Building Trades 
Employers was held at the Botanical 
Gardens, Edgbaston, on March 2, when 
more than 200 members and their |adies 
were received by the president, Mr. E. J. 
Fletcher, MIOB, and Mrs. Fletcher. This 
popular function once again proved to be 
a very successful and enjoyable affair 


London’s Beauty Spots 

A complete survey of every beauty spot in 
the Greater London area was made for a 
Coronation year guide-book which has been 
issued as a joint venture by the LCC and 
London Transport. The object of the book, 
entitled “ Open Air London” (price 3s. 6d.), 
which is on sale at booksialls, the LCC, and 
at London Transport station booking offices, 
is to list the open spaces, woodlands and 
parks which are open to the public through- 
out the London area, and to give Londoners 
full details of all the important ones. 


Fire Hazards 


It is an established fact that fires may be 
caused by combustible materials being 
placed near to flue pipes, and an investiga- 
tion was undertaken by the Department of 
Scientific and Industrial Research and Fire 
Offices’ Committee Joint Fire Research 
Organisation in order to determine the 
temperatures attained by these materials, so 
that an assessment of the fire hazard could 
be made. An abbreviated version of their 
report has been published as a technical 
booklet under the title of “ The Heating of 
Panels by Flue Pipes.” This may be 
obtained from the Fire Protection Associa- 
tion, 84, Queen-street, EC4. 


SOLID FUEL APPLIANCES 
Advisory Leaflet on Installation 


ADvisoRY LEAFLET No. 31,* the second 
of two prepared by the Ministry of Works 
about the installation of recommended solid- 
fuel appliances, is now on sale at HM 
Stationery Office. It deals with precautions 
to be taken when fixing heating stoves, 
independent boilers and cookers, the 
appliances being grouped into “free stand- 
ing” (which do not need to be built into a 
recess), and “ inset” (fireplace opening to be 
provided). 

Advice is given on how to fix a register 
plate across the fireplace opening or chimney 
to enable the flue connection to be sealed, 
and on the provision of facilities for flue 
cleaning if the chimney cannot be swept 
through the appliance. Methods of fixing 
openable stoves, free standing cookers nd 
independent boilers, and combination grates, 
are described in practical language for the 
man on the job, with diagrammatic exp!ana- 
tions. Stress is laid on the importance ©! 
sealing against air leaks. ; 

Copies of Leaflet No. 31, of No. 30 (ine 
“No. 1” on the subject which deals wi'® 
open fires) and of previous Advisory Leafle's 
are obtainable, singly or in bulk, from HM 
Stationery Office. 





*“ Installing Solid Fuel Appliances, No. 2: Hea 
ing Stoves, Independent ers and Cooke i 
Published by H Stationery Office. Price ~ 
special prices for numbers. 
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TRADE NEWS 


New Address 


Dunlop Special Products, Ltd., have moved 
from their New. Bond-street address to new 
premises at Kingsbury Works, Kingsbury- 
road, Kingsbury, NW9. (Tel. No.: Colin- 
dale 7033.) 


Waterproofing Products 

A revised handbook, which contains sug- 
gested specifications and costs per yard for 
the various types of Cementone waterproof- 
ing and decorative products which they pro- 
duce, has been issued by Joseph Freeman 
Sons and Co., Ltd., Cementone Works, 
SW1b. 
Indian Railways Centenary 


Indian Railways are holding an exhibition 
in New Delhi to mark 100 years of progres- 
sive railway development in that country. 
One of the exhibits of interest is a railway 
gauge illustrating progress in passenger coach 
design over the years, The section depicting 
contemporary design is equipped with “ Holo- 
plast ” laminates manufactured by the British 
firm of that name. The exhibition opened 
on February 28 and will close on April 16. 


Long Service Presentations 


On February 27, Mr. D. R. Russell, man- 
aging director, and Mr. J. Benson, secretary 
and general manager, of Wm. Harland and 
Son, Ltd., Merton, SW19, presented gold 
watches and clocks to 22 of the company’s 
employees to mark their completion of a 
minimum of 25 years’ service. The first 
presentation was to Mr. C, H. J. Siviour, 
age 76, with 62 years’ service. The firm has 
been manufacturing paints and varnishes 
since 1791. 


Stage Lighting 

A 40-page catalogue containing details of 
their stage lighting equipment and control 
gear has been produced by Stage Electrical 
Equipment, Ltd., 138, Wardour-street. WI. 
The items include their “ Miniseel” remote- 
control stage switchboard, which uses the 
principle of the DC saturated choke, thus 
enabling the size of the actual control panel 
to be reduced. Maintenance of this equip- 
ment is claimed to be negligfble, and the 
chokes and ancillary electrical gear can be 
installed in any convenient position away 
from the working area. 


Reducing Fuel Costs 


The conversion of the Lister 14/2 hp 
“D” type petrol engines to run on tractor 
vaporising 01 has been made possible by 
means of an inexpensive kit supplied by the 
manufacturers, R. A. Lister and Co., Ltd., 
Dursley, Gloucestershire. The operation, it 
is Claimed, can be carried out easily and 
quickly on site by the average mechanic, and 
the running costs reduced by anything up 
to two-thirds of the previous fuel costs. The 
engine is started on its normal petrol mixture, 
and once running is switched to tractor 
vapourising oil for the period of work, The 
engine should be switched back to petrol 
before stopping, and this is achieved by 
adjusting the TVO mixture until the engine 
falters, then turning the petrol on quickly. 
An additional 100 rpm are necessary on TVO 
to develop the same maximum hp as on 
the petrol mixture, but otherwise perform- 
ance is understood to be very comparable. 
A strict warning is given that paraffin or 
lamp oil should not be used as fuel, and the 
serial number of the engine should be stated 
when ordering the conversion kit. 
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Church Heating 


Their method of church heating by a 
system of overhead radiant heaters is 
described and illustrated in a booklet pro- 
duced by Bratt Colbran, Ltd., 10, Mortimer- 
street, London, W1. Copies will be sent by 
the firm free of charge to anyone interested 
in the subject. 


Soldering Fluid 


As a companion to their soldering paste, 
Fluxite, Ltd., Dragon Works, 63, Bermond- 
sey-street, SE1, have placed on the market 
a soldering fluid which is claimed to give 
improved results when dealing with long 
seams and large surfaces. A special wetting 
agent is present to ensure that the fluid stays 
put, whether applied by dipping or by a 
single stroke of the brush. It is avail- 
able in standard tins of four, eight and 20 
fluid oz. capacities, as well as in one gallon 
cans and five gallon or 40 gallon drums. 


Translucent Roofing 


A translucent plastic roofing and decora- 
tive materia} has recently been placed on the 
market by Cascelloid, Ltd., Abbey-lane, 
Leicester. It is being supplied in corrugated 
sheeting under the trade name of “ Casca- 
lite” und is understood to be shatterproof, 
easily workable and lighter than glass. Its 
reinforcement oi fibrous glass enables it to 
be used on standard purlins up to five feet 
spacing without extra framing,. and to be 
shaped to curved surfaces if obtained in flat 
sheets. It is claimed to be unaffected by ex- 
tremes’ of temperature or shock, and to be 
as workable as wood. This enables the 
material to be installed in @ roof without 
framing, flashing or closure strips, thus reduc- 
ing time and labour costs. “Cascalite” is 
understood to prevent the passage of 65 per 
cent of the sun’s infra-red rays, and to trans- 
mit maximum light while obscuring clear 
vision. It can be obtained in three soft 
colours of ivory, yellow and green, and is 
supplied in 8 ft. lengths 2 ft. 6 in. wide with 
standard 3 in. corrugations, or special dimen- 
sions to order. 
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Change of Address 

Messrs. Weldec and Co. (Decorators), 
Ltd., have informed us that they have moved 
their offices from Surbiton to 21, Amberley- 
mews, W9. (Tel.: Cunningham 3327.) 


Glass 


A booklet on “Cathedral and Figured 
Rolled Giass” has been published by 
Pilkington Brothers, Ltd. St. Helens, 
Lancashire. It contains information on all 
the available patterns of these types of glass, 
with notes on sizes, weights and tints, as well 
as a reference to the diffuse light percentage 
for each of the patterns iJustrated. 


Cables for Canada 


British Insulated Callender’s Cables, Ltd., 
have acquired, as from April 30 next, the 
cable and wire business of Phillips Electrical 
Works, Ltd., Canada, and will, through 
a new Canadian Company which they are 
forming with the name of “ Phillips Electri- 
cal Company (1953) Limited,” carry on this 
business as a going concern at the existing 
Brockville (Ontario) and Montreal factories. 
Electric Drill 

Specifications of the power tools manufac- 
tured by S. N. Bridges and Co., Ltd,, 
Bridges-place, Parsons Green-lane, SW6, are 
given in a leaflet recently published by the 
firm. The range includes a portable electric 
}-in. heavy duty drill powered by a 2,000 
rpm universal motor and claimed to be suit- 
able for afl types of metal drilling up to 3 in. 
and hardwood drilling up to 4 in. It is 
fitted with an oversize duty chuck, balanced 
armature and 10-amp. spring loaded trigger 
type switch. Its overall length is 13 ins. 
and weight 6} Ibs. 


Aluminium Paste 

A strictly practical book intended for those 
who specify or apply paintwork or printing 
has been published by the Northern Alumi- 
nium Co., Ltd. Banbury, Oxfordshire. 
Entitled “Alpaste,” it describes the manufac- 
ture and characteristics of this aluminium 
paste pigment, with its properties and 
methods of application to a wide variety of 
surfaces. .A special study is made of print- 
ing with aluminium inks, and the subjects 
discussed include both aesthetic and practical 
aspects of laYout, papers to be used, formu- 
lation of inks and the technique to be 
adopted in the actual printing. 


Training an Engineer 

To provide a reservoir of skilled engineers, 
a training school in engineering was 
inaugurated in April, 1941, by the Villiers 
Engineering Co., Ltd, Wolverhampton. 
Newcomers, often sons of employees, join 
the school at the age of 15-16 years. On an 
average, one out of every six undertakes a 
student apprenticeship, whilst the remainder 
undergo courses as craft apprentices in 
engineering. In the case of craft apprentices, 
the training-is usually complete on the 21st 
birthday, but for student apprentices or 
craft apprentices wishing to take further 
examinations this period is often extended. 
Upon joining the scheme, the boys usually 
spend three years in the training school, 
after which they are moved about the works 
to gain experience of working conditions. 
A condition of the scheme is that a boy 
attends a technical college for at least one 
day and one evening every week, and during 
the whole of the training period standard 
rates are paid. To-day there are #0 boys 
in the school. > 
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Bituminous Coatings 


A revised illustrated folder describing 
“ Ritolastic” protective coatings has been 
issued by Andrew Maxwell (The Liverpool 
Borax Co., Ltd.), Maxwell House, St. Paul’s- 
square, Liverpool, 3. In addition to dealing 
with various aspects of protection against 
corrosion and deterioration of roofs and 
structures, it includes reference to the rust 
remover and zinc chromate primer which 
this firm also produces. 


Company’s New Works 


The production capacity of Kendell’s Stone 
and Paving Co., Ltd., 70, Stafford-road, Croy- 
don, has been extended by the completion of 
a new works at Barnett Wood-lane, Leather- 
head. Their terrazzo department has been 
formed into a separate company, “ Kendell’s 
Flooring, Ltd.” This new company has also 
acquired the assets and craftsmen of another 
firm to enable them to accept an increased 
volume of work. 


Electric Cooker 


A break-away from normal design has 
been made in the new “ Two-Ninety ” family 
size electric cooker which has just been 
introduced by the Jackson Electric Stove Co., 
Ltd., Sloane-street, London, SW1. The 
functional parts of the cooker, the hob and 
the oven, are supported by means of attrac- 
tively shaped legs and the design as a whole 
lends itself to pleasant colouring effects, the 
legs providing relief to the main colour of 
the cooker. 


Machine Centre 


As an indication of the products that can 
be seen at their machine centre in Islington 
Park-street, NI, a booklet has been issued 
by F. J. Edwards, Ltd., 359-361, Euston- 
road, NWI. Its pages give details of sheet 
metal working machines, tools, wood-work- 
ing and tin box machines and presses, avail- 
able in both new and used models. A 
technical advisory staff is present at the 
centre, which comprises 150,000 sq. ft. of 
workshops and offices. 


Timber Connectors 


A manual designed to assist the engineer, 
architect and builder to choose the type of 
timber connector most suited to his purpose 
and to give him practical adviee on assembly 
methods has been issued by MacAndrews 
and Forbes, Ltd., 2, Cexton-street, SWI. 
Entitled “ Design Manual for Timber Con- 
nector Construction,” the manual is obtain- 
able free of charge from the company by 
those concerned in the design of timber 
structures. 


New Canteen 


A new canteen has been designed for 
Thornton, Hannan and Marshall, Ltd., Brig- 
house, by the architects’ department of the 
Bradford Dyers’ Association, Ltd. The 
kitchen equipment, which was manufac- 
tured and supplied by James Stott and Co. 
(Engineers), Ltd., of Oldham, incorporates a 
service counter with stainless steel top and 
food containers. This counter can be 
adapted for cafeteria service, and an auto- 
matically controlled “ Magna” water boiler 
works in conjunction with jacketed steam- 
heated urns to provide continually boiling 
water. The cooking equipment includes 
“Stotts” vegetable boiling pans, steaming 
oven and ranges, all finished in green 
vitreous enamel. The genera] colour 
scheme throughout for the building is cream 
and fawn, with the woodwork finished in 
dusky pink. 
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Dust Collectors 


Details of the range of unit dust collectors 
manufactured by Dallow Lambert and Co., 
Ltd., Leicester, and sold under the trade 
name “ Dustmaster,” together with details of 
the “ Drytex” small unit and “ Multiswirl” 
wet type unit collectors, are contained in 
catalogue no. 25, published by the makers. 
It includes an accessories section as well as 
a selection guide, enabling the engineer to 
choose the most efficient unit dust collector 
for his particular application. 


Paint Stripper 


The alkaline paint stripper and degreaser 
“PS 5” now being produced by Jenolite, 
Ltd., 43, Piazza Chambers, Covent Garden, 
WC2, is claimed to be a greatly improved 
and more effective material. Like its pre- 
decessor, this stripper is being supplied in 
powder form. For standard purposes it is 
mixed in the ratio of one pound to one 
gallon of water heated to 95 degrees Centi- 
grade, and is used in a mild steel tank. The 
price remains unaltered. 


Change in Paint Distribution 


For the past 26 years the Rawiplug Paint 
Company, Cromwell- road, London, SW7, 
have marketed Naylor paints and finishes by 
agreement with Imperial Chemical Indus- 
tries, Ltd., who manufacture these products. 
This year, ICI, Ltd., are introducing to the 
retail market certain other of their paint 
products and it has been mutually agreed 
that in the interests of economy in distribu- 
tion it would be better to centralise this and 
for ICI, Ltd., also to take over the marketing 
of Brushing Belco and other Naylor products 
which have hitherto been handled by the 
Rawlplug Paint Company. On April 1, 
therefore, the Rawlplug Paint Company dis- 
continued handling Naylor paints and finishes 
and they have informed us that invoices 
dated up to and including March 31 last 
should be paid to them as hitherto, and 
thereafter all orders and correspondence 
should be sent to ICI, Ltd., Paints Division, 
Wexham-road, Slough, Bucks. 


: REFRAC : 
ANTI-CONDENSATION 


A MICROPOROUS PAINT which 
deals effectively with condensation and 
humidity. It is applied by brush requir- 
ing no primers and will adhere to all 
dry surfaces~wood, plaster, concrete, etc. 
It has @ covering capacity of 16-18 
square yards per gallon. Sets in a hard 
matt finish and is available in various 
colours as supplied to the Air Ministry, 
G.P.O., Gas Board and leading 
contractors. 








‘REFRAC,’ because 
of its special proper- 
ties, is also a fire- 
retardant paint and is 
approved by D.S.1.R. 
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Paint Colour Chart 


A colour chart showing their standard 
range of Chynalyke enamel and Two-Coat 
paint has been issued by the Fairfield Paint 
Co., Ltd., White Horse-lane, Mile End, 
London, El. Thirty-eight different shades 
are shown. Both types of paint are suit- 
able for interior and exterior work. In the 
case of the enamel, it can be provided with 
a gloss, egg shell or flat finish, and the Two- 
Coat paint can be supplied with undercoat- 
ing and finishing in gloss or semi-gloss. 


Pocket Table 


Flow formulae for the discharge of water 
from steel pipes have been printed on a 
pocket-sized plastic table by Stewarts and 
Lloyds, Ltd., Brook House, Upper Brook- 
street, Wl. These formulae were devised 
by Dr. J. S: Blair, of the company’s research 
laboratory at Corby, and published in a 
paper presented by him to the Institution 
of Mechanical Engineers on February 9, 
1951. They are not theoretical but are an 
epitome of all the reliable data available 
at that time. 


Floor Tiling 


To help in the selection of a suitable design 
using “ Accotile” flooring for areas of dif- 
ferent size, shape and purpose, Armstrong 
Cork Co., Ltd., Bush House, Aldwych, WC2, 
have produced Publication 301, “Scope for 
Design with Accotile Flooring,” including 
guiding notes and illustrations. This flooring 
is obtainable in sizes 9 in. by 9 in., and in 
two thicknesses, } in. and 3/16 in. Coved 
skirting, feature strip, grease resisting tiles 
and die cut insets are also available. 


Mobile Cranes 


Intended for use in restricted spaces where 
loads of up to three tons are to be handled 
are the mobile pneumatic cranes manufac- 
tured by Stanhay (Ashferd), Ltd., Elswick 
Works, Ashford, Kent. Various models are 
supplied to suit different working conditions, 
and all models can operate, carrying the 
maximum load, under a 10-ft. doorway. 
Complicated controls are eliminated, one 
lever operating all jib movements. The road 
speed is 10 m.p.h. unladen, and the pneu- 
matic operation will cushion fragile materials 
from road shock. The load can be raised 
or lowered while the crane is travelling. Jib 
extensions are available for all models to 
enable lighter loads to be lifted to greater 
heights and outreach. 


Thermal Storage Radiator 


By the use of concrete blocks and a small 
electric element mounted in a sheet sicel 
case, the General Electric Co., Ltd., Magnet 
House, Kingsway, WC2, has produced an 
electric thermal storage radiator designed 
for use on a time-switch controlled circult 
so arranged that power is drawn during the 
night, often at cheaper rates, and converted 
into heat for the following day’s space heat- 
ing. This can be installed in factories and 
offices hitherto unable to employ electric 
heating because they were already drawing 
their maximum cable load during the day. 
The radiator has a maximum charging 
period of eight hours and a loading of 
1.5 kw. The heat output over 24 hours !s 
35 per cent. during the eight-hour charging 
period, 56 per cent. during the day, and the 
remaining nine per cent. in the last eight 
hours. The heater, finished in bronze, 
weighs 480 Ib. and has a height of 29 1".. 
a width of 25 in. and a depth of 11 in. - 
can be dismantled for transport and packe 
in three sections. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


From Our Owa Correspondents | 


Burma.—Two big dams across the Sinthe 
Chaung, Maukmyaik village, Yamethin 
Township, and across the Paunglaung River 
at Khawma, in Pyinmana Township, in 
Central Burma, are proposed. A small dam 
is to be constructed across the Yezin Chaung, 
another over the Ngalaik Chaung, and one 
each over the Saing and Swa Chaungs in 
Toungoo District. 

* Canada.—Messrs. W. E. Emerson and 
Sons. Ltd., King-street, West Saint John, 
would like to hear from UK manufacturers 
of the following goods and similar lines of 
interest to heating and plumbing contrac- 
tors: —Cast iron soil pipes and fittings; black 
and galvanised steel pipes and fittings; 
plumbers’ brassware, taps, etc.; vitreous 
china plumbing (closet bowls, lavatories, 
wash basins, etc.), tubs, wash-hand basins 
and other enamelled steel products and steam 
radiators. Interested UK firms should 
communicate direct with the firm at the 
above address giving prices in dollars, c.i.f. 
delivery dates and all available literature. 
Any telephone inquiries should be made to 
the Board of Trade Commercial Relations 
and Export Department, Tel.: Trafalgar 
8855, Ext. 2917. 

* Canada.—The UK Trade Commissioner 
at Vancouver has reported that the budget 
presented to the British Columbia legislature 
on February 18, made provisions for a gross 
expenditure of $41,762,2-0 on capital works 
and public works by the Provincial Govern- 
ment during the financial year 1953-54. 
Expenditure on the construction of roads, 
bridges and ferries will amount to 
$26,293,000. Of this $11,740,000 will be 
allowed to Trans-Canada Highway construc- 
tion: $9,553,000 to general highway work, 
ie., other than Trans-Canada Highway; 
$3 million on hard surfac:ng and $2 million 
on bridges. Other work for which provision 
is made includes forest development roads, 


$405,000; mining roads, $495,000; provincial — 


buildings $6,550,000; grants in aid of con- 
struction and equipment of hospitals 
$1,215,000; Okanagan flood control, 
$600,000; Pacific Great Eastern Railway 
$2,650,000; development and construction of 
housing projects, $830,000; irrigation assist- 
ance, $150,000; and sundry tems $176,760. 
The Board of Trade Commercial Relations 
and Export Department (Tel.: Trafalgar 
8855, Ext. 2418) have stated that no informa- 
tion regarding these works is as yet available 
and that this is merely a preliminary notifica- 
tion of the proposals. 


East Africa—Building plots fronting the 
new Nairobi City Square have now been 
allocated to eight of the tenderers responding 
to the invitation made by the Lands Depart- 
ment some time ago. Each of the buildings 
will have at least four storeys, and most 
will have six storeys. One of the plots is 
for a super-cinema. 

Plans are being prepared for the expansion 
of the port of Tanga by the addition of new 
wharf and other facilities. 

East Africa—The Municipal Couucil of 
Kampala has approved plans for two experi- 
mental houses, one with a detached kitchen 
and the other incorporating an interior 
kitchen, at a cost of £350 and £330 respec- 
tive The Government plans to build 
complete units for some 10,000 Africans, with 
shops, schools and other communal facilities. 
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Considerable use is also being made of pre- 
fabricated structures of aluminium for the 
housing of Africans. 

In a recent interview, the Director of 
Public Works for Tanganyika gave details 
of major road construction projects in that 
territory. These are: (a) The new Dar-es- 
Salaam and Morogoro road, which will 
shorten the present road distance between 
the capital and Morogoro by about 18 miles; 
the Tanga and Morogoro road; the Moro- 
goro and Iringa road; and the Lindi and 
Matama road, which will reduce the road 
distance between the two places by 55 miles. 


El Salvador.—A scheme is being studied 
to construct a port at Acajutla in El Salvador 
at a cost of about £6m., and negotiations for 
financing the scheme are proceeding with 
the International Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development. 

Reports confirm that the building boom 
continues in El Salvador and that new 
suburbs are being planned for all major 
towns. The interesting scheme for the con- 
struction of a modern hotel in the San Sal- 
vador is still under consideration, and a law 
for the promotion of the hotel industry is 
in preparation. This will mean, in all 
probability, that a number of first-class 
tourist hotels will be built, as the Govern- 
ment is interested in earning foreign currency 
by these means. Excellent roads are also 
being built and a number are planned. The 
1953 Budget provides over £4m. for the 
building of a much-needed medical centre 
and nearly £14m. for the paving and con- 
struction of new roads. This will include 
about £1m. for 62 miles of the new road 
in the eastern region of the country. 


Holland.—it is learned that the Bataafsche 
Petroleum Maatschappij, the operating com- 
pany in Holland of the Royal Dutch Shell 
Group, is planning a substantial expansion 
programme and has already applied to the 
Rotterdam Munipality for an extensive site 
adjoining the oil harbour. The Municipality 
is reported to have granted this and to be 
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willing te invest a sum of 1,278,000 guilders 
- o~ improvement in the belief that further 

velopments in the refinery industry will 
benefit the Port of Rotterdam. No details 
are available, but it seems the work will be 
on a large scale. 


Lebanon.—The Lebanon Government re- 
cently signed an agreement with American 
Point Four officials for exploiting the waters 
of the River Kasimiyeh. The Kasimiyeh, 
which empties into the Mediterranean ten 
kilometres north of Tyre, is the lower part 
of the River Litany, which already supplies 
most of Lebanon's power. The new irriga- 
tion and hydro-electric power scheme which 
is to be put into operation is to cost several 
million pounds. 


New Zealand.—A new township for 10,000 
people will be built under a scheme for the 
giant £27m. sterling Murupara paper, pulp 
and newsprint industry in the North Island, 
New Zealand. This was announced recently 
by Mr. James Fletcher, chairman of the 
Tasman Pulp and Paper Company, which 
‘S operating the project. The company is 
to raise £7m. tor tne scheme from the U.S. 
Export-Import Bank, and £10m. is being 
raised in London. The New Zealand Govern- 
ment is putting up some £5m. Plans for 
the new township have not yet been finalised, 
but there are many opportunities here for 
British exporters of building materials and 
housing requirements. 


Southern Rhodesia.—Further news is now 
available about the proposed University to 
be erected in Southern Rhodesia. The cost 
of the first set of academic and residential 
buildings is now estimated at £268,000, Plans 
and sketches prepared by architects have 
been examined by a committee on archi- 
tectural matters. Est. cost of the first set 
of academic buildings is said to be £162,000, 
and that of the first residential buildings 
£142,000. It will be seen that these figures 
are greater than the overall estimate and this 
is causing some concern at the present. 


On March 11 the Minister of Trade and 
Industrial Development, Mr. W. A. E. 
Winterton, and the managing director of 
Garden City (1952), Ltd., Mr. M. B. Bloom, 
placed the first shovelful of concrete in the 
first foundation pile of a house that is to 
mark the beginning of a new housing estate 
at Mabelreign, Salisbury. It is called the 
Regent Estate, and the initial plan is 49 
one- two- and three-bedroomed brick-under- 
tile houses of pile and beam construction. 
Houses will cost £1,875, £2,105 and £2,415, 
and will have built-in cupboards, all-steel 
window and door frames and parquet or 
strip floorings. Garden City, Ltd., is filling 
the gap caused by the closing down of the 
National Building and Housing Board and 
there are a number of plans for housing 
a in Southern Rhodesia in the near 
uture. 


U.S.A.—The world’s largest merchant iron 
blast furnace is to be built in Cleveland, 
Ohio, for the American Steel and Wire 
Division of the U.S. Steel Corporation. 
Work will begin immediately and the furnace 
is expected to be in operation in about 14 
months. The new unit will be 106 ft. high 
with a 26-ft. hearth. It will have a capacity 
of 1,350 tons per day and the cost of con- 
struction is reported to be “ several million 
dollars.” To support the unit more than 
1,000 piles will be driven into the ground 
to whatever depth is necessary to reach a 
firm base. The furnace alone will weigh | 
about 11,000 tons. 
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CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 


|= information given on these pages has been specially compiled 

for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant's warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices 
of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and 
merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 


St. Pancras 
£ 3. &. 

Pit Ballast we Ee iia my man ee per yd. 1 Oll 
Pit Sand the a Ps oa kins a “ 19 11 
Washed Sand ... at jas ‘ee came ew a eee es 
2 in. Shingle... Re = Pe bes ves Ra 18 § 
G Broken Brick... me iat see bg i 19 3 

an Breeze... os i ss 9 6 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag ‘Aggregate os .. per ton 218.1 

2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 

CEMENT, etc. 
Including non-returnable jute sacks or zy woh bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard ifica- 

tion delivered Charing Cross area. 

6-ton loads and upwards, site * 413 0 

1 to 6 tons, site im ae See 
Ferrocrete Rapid Hardening C Cement in 6-ton loads 

and upwards to site ‘ a $s 

1 to 6 ton do. site . -~ §10 0 


Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices 


Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots bet ‘i 614 6 
Other colours according to colour. 
In 4-ton lots from 196s. 3d. to 420s. 3d. - ton. 
White Portland Cement pore Pa 12 13 6 
Under | ton per cwt. S- 2 
417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards per ton ee ee 


Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 Os. 9d. to £10 14s. 3d. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 

Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 
ous cement, 6-ton lots and up 

Stourbridge ee 6-ton he. at Railway Depot, 


London ‘ pe 519 0 
BRICKS 
Full Loads 
First Hard Stocks be eis hes iets .. per 1,000 1015 O 
Second Hard Stocks ... ne Te aa se a 919 0 
Mild Stocks si 8 8 0 


All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must be 
obtained from job to job. 

2% in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. 


District. Commons ‘is Fe ae 
Cellular GO. 0 = 2-8 ® 
Keyed do. ce 510 0 
Rustics wy oe i2 :@ 
Cellular Rustics —_.. is 613 0 
Single Bullnose do. a 6 8 O 
Sandfaced 4 7 Se 
Cortex Facing Bricks ie 6 3 8 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) _ # 23 10 O 
Do. Bullnose (London Stations) g oa 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) ... a yi or Soe 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) ai 9 17° <4 
Uxbridge Whites (London Sites) _... sie ea a 8 5 0 
24 in. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks (London 
Stations) as wA Gad od 21 4 6 
3 in. do. (London Stations) - ins : 25 11 O 
2% in. Machine-made Sandfaced Red Facings 
(London Sites) » is: 4.4 
2% in. Machine-made “Multi Red Facings (London 
Sites) ws 33 4 
2% in. Hand- made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 
Sites) hs Se Be 
2% in. Hand- made Sandfaced Multi Colour Facings 
(London Sites) “- 7 ee Oe 
2% in. Surrey Clamp ‘Burnt “Multi Stock Facings 
{London Sites) sige eA sin Fiat ; re 1214 9 












£ «st 
2% in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings . 
(London Sites) -- peri,000 13 7 6 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), White, ®, Ivory, Brown— 
Stretchers... ‘ es 64 0 9 
Headers se bes oct s 63 0 0 
Quoins, Bullnose and 44 in. . Flats ie 80 0 6 
Double Stretchers ... * 85 0 6 


Double Headers... ie Pi ies a 77 10 6 
One side and two ends ‘ 


” 8 0 0 
Two sides and one end ‘ei 89 10 0 
Splays and Squints ae aa ini ee 83 0 06 
Second quality — 10% Bests. Cream and Buff 
£3 extra over White. Other colours, hard glaze. 
£8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
HoLtow CLay PARTITION BLocKs (Keyed) 
Minimum 
lorry loads. 
2 in. dea as ..- 150 yds. per yd. sup. 4-3 
FEM. . cee “ee ... 135 yds. Me 4 $ 
3 in. a a os Bae wee ji 411 
4 in. (6 cavity) | . 9S ¥ds. / 6 § 
Half blocks at no extra charge. 
: CLINKER CONCRETE 
2 in. ar ee ... 100 yds. ach bai i ce 
ot ee isi ac ee ole a 3 9 
3 in. wae ‘ise ane ee ae 4 4 
4 in. sil aoe cin: 1 ee zo ae 
CRANHAM 
2 in. Oe ms 5 8 
24 in. sen ae a: ne sed itl ‘a 6 2 
4 aa sas pha on sa ete sie ai 7 3 
as “a 8 11 
an in. Load bearing quality mat ; Bs 9 11 
OOR BL LOCKS 
3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. iy 12 in. delivered in full 
lorry-loads ... .«. per!,000 3012 0 
4 in. Oe sc bis te me sais bins re 33 13 0 
S in. do. is 38 5 0 
6 in. i cake ary aa a ane ics 8 45 9 0 
7 in. ea ne sis Sul ie ‘en i 52 10 0 
8 in. eee ie oH aa ae ii é 59 19 0 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 
The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 


delivered London Area. 
Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 


Over : tons Het 2 tons under 2 tons 

on A od + 674° vo 874% + 914% 
S. Best do. +1 Zo, +6743% ‘ 10% "+874% +10% +974% 
Tested Quality “+ ante 1g +374%4+ 874° Ze +374°% + 974% 
B.S.S. Tested do. +4747%,+674% + 474° +874% +4747%,4+973 s 


£ 
3 in. ane al east (in 12 in. ae ... per 1,000 9 15 0 


4 in. te 1215 6 
6 in. = ee be 2% 9 0 
STONE 
Bath Stone— 

Monks Park per ft. cube 6 : 


St. Aldhelm Box Ground — 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area 7 3 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area nae 7. 
Portland Stone— 

Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at aoe Elms, B.R. 
Southern Region i Py pees 7 

Hopton-Wood Stone— 

F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire— 

jin. Slabs for wall lining, sawn two sides in 
random sizes up to Sft. and not over 15 ft. 


” 


super in area per ft. sup. 
1} in. Slabs for paving, sawn two sides ‘as above 
described . sale ~ ' 


Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9in. xX 3in. Rubbed, weathered, eserves uae! 


stooled cills j . : per ft. cube 3 ? 
12 in. x 6in. do. ” do. ‘ite * 2 2 
12 in. x 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated Me ” = 
12 in. x 3 in. Weathered and twice throated coping», : 7 
14in. x 6 in. do. oO. aes ” ss ¢ 
44 in. x 9in. Plinth, rubbed on top and face pes 


> 


3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes.. ~ per ft. sup. 





Wa! 


DOC 
Delive 
14 in. 


0 
0 
0 
0 
10 
0 
10 
0 
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STONE—continued £ s.d. : Es. 4 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 6in. x 3 in. a um a perton 1 10 6 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork ...per ft: cube ee ey 96: STi: ... ees rok ne a 5 0 
Do do. fair one edge for fair faced 10 in. x 44in., 12in. x Sin. . oa "= is 0 
brickwork soe ec sis . con Me hah D : in. x r in, 6in. X 44in., Tin. x 34 in. 
d York— in. X 4in., 8 in. x 4in., 9in. x 4in., 
a < 2in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 710 10 in. x S$ in., 10in. x 8in., 12in. x 8 in, 
14 in. x3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top ‘ is oe ~ in. x : in., ¢ in. x 2 in., 14in. x = — 10 0 
nd front per It. cu - « in. X 6 in., Sin. x 5 in., 15 in. x 6 in. 
iin < 6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and bon * 116 9 16in. xX 6Gin., I6in. x 8in, I8in. x 6in, 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes per ft. sup. 7 6 18 in. x 7 in., 18in. x 8in,  20in. x 6} in, 
2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes per yd. sup. 2 11 9 — ‘oe 74 in. x ae sei al ss 
teel angles average price ees eve ove ove ” 
TILES and PANTILES 
Delivered London area by road 1f 6 tons or over per 1,000 pete plea gf oad Londoo— ey = = 2 — 
Machine-made Pantiles and French _— Tiles from R.S. Joists cut and fitted 5115 0 
Lincolnshire district ; am 27 14 0 Compound girders ae a meee 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district cae aa a 41 6 0 Stanchions oat ane era a ee = 62 0 0 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district ... ine 5417 6 Compound stanchions "re — ae ag “1 65 0 0 
Hand-made 104 x 64 tiles Berkshire district jet ns a: 6 In Roof Work—Trusses ent’ Surlias ae Vy 7900 
Machine-made 104 x 64 Staffordshire district... Pin 1215 0 Average prices not for awkward work. = Bi = 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. roe ee 1 7 6 Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex London 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles — do. an és 13:3 Stock i in. diam,, and upwards 37 11 «6 
Concrete tiles 104 x 64 whe fe wae 614 0 } in. diam. : # i per ton extra 3 12 0 
do. Interlocking (49S) .. ; eC 47.17... 0 4 in. do. gH wy ma ey Ze 1 217 0 
Nore.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 3 in. do. es yes oS: - 4: Be a , ee Se 
SLATES } in. do. Me ie oo say Si ie - fas, be. 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage Mup Sreex Tunes. 
paid in fall truck loads to London Rate Station. Per Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts : 
— — 9619 3 Galvanised Tube— W.I. Fittings Malleable Fittings 
: : lassA — 24% |. 
22 x 12 83 0 0 ~ aan op Light + 21% os 5 aed 
2x I 715 0 6 CasB + 16 6? Heavy + 284% Malleable List — 394% + 35% 
20 x 12 RF stg 22%, 
een 4317 9 Class A 234% Ligh 8} 
Be ces eae een eee re ns a <p ~ 4a%6? Light + 88% no ee 
TEE er aoe Re ene Iie tery + 1, Meee 
16 » Hy Sai was si Ady is san as = + : C1. HA.r-rounp GuTTERs 
16 » aie Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths Sto; 
Nott pe in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. Gutters Nozzles Ends 
TIMBER 3 in. ro Be hos kad te * 2/8 /9 
Softwood— 34 in. es sd a nia 2/il /9 
Joinery quality ..Ex. Wharf per standard £110 to £130 4 in. ion 8 3/3 1/2 
Carcassing quality . do. » £95 to £105 4} in. es Sat 3/7 1/5 
| in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. a <a a4 5 in. a ae 3/11 1/7 
Hardwood— 
Mahogany— African S.E. do. per ft. cube :. Fs 3 in. C.1.0.G. Gurremi0s 3/6 i 
do. Honduras do. do. re 215 0 a“ 
, 34 in. oat 3/6 1/2 
do Japanese do. eee do. ° 1 15 0 44 in gsr 5/2 4/2 1/7 
do. English Logs sawn do. 99 1 5 0 Sin y — $/7 4/10 1/10 
Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. ee 3 00 i gi a 
Walnut African Logs sawn do. ” 110 C.1. RAIN-WATER Pipes 
DOORS (in Lots 1-11) Per yd. in 6-ft. ene On — — 
Delivered London area. Aaa na = it 6/5 3/7 5/7 
14 in. 4 Horizontal re gg Seen: 4 in. deal 3 in aa a 7 Re 7/24 4/7 6/10 
2 ft. Oin. x 6 ft. 6 in. eee e each ey ae 34 in 8/2 5/5 WU 
2 ft. 3 in. x 6 ft. 61 ~ oes ‘sai ove ° 113 0 4in 9/6 6/7 9/6 
2 ft.6in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ae <i om *” 114 6 ° 
2 ft. 9in. x 6 ft. 6 in. a as pie 3 116 9 LCC. Ceusnn in Pires 
2 in. do., but top panel open. Pattern 4 x G in deal 2 in. aa ‘ a sie ee 5/7 6/10 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in He iD i ~ 210 6 24 in. Se ‘sts is a et 6/3 8/6 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ra ae 35% a 2-13. 6 3 in. eas es a ice 8/7 6/10 10/2 
2 in. 2 Panel, top panel open. Pattern 2 x G in deal 34 in. sai as ad int we? 11/04 8/6 11/10 
2 ft. 6in. x 6 ft. 6 in. he wi a ig 2° 3:9 4 in. 9/6 13/7 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. saa oe sie re x6. 6 Above prices for gutters rain-water cat at pk ay | for under 3 cwt. lot 
SUNDR only. Lots over 3 cwt. see List No. 3200 dated 1, 1952, plus 74°% and 
Delivered pel vee tonnage allowance. 4-ton. lots 5 per cent. 2-ton lots 24 per cent. 
live ondon area 
| in. Wood woe Slabs, 6 ft. 0 i. x 2 ft. 0 in. in . i L.C.C. a Pires. 
quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. to l ton) |... a5 per yd. “its. 
14 in. oO. (67 9 tolton) ... Pee ve 1 4 cwt. 2 Ib. per i Bends Branches 
2 in. do. (52 yds. to 1 ton) iit mt 3 8 114 4 in. dea pee ep 17 20/1 13/10 24/5 
24 in. do. (45 yds. to 1 ton) = ae: = 10 34 6 in. eve ove aa 0 1 29/10 28/10 49/11 
3 in do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) * MW 6$ 
ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER Pipes AND FITTINGS. 
Pin ported nolan Boa abuts oer $003, Orders under £30 less 124 per cent discount 
q per 100sq.ft. 2 2 6 Orders over £30 less 174 per on. —s, sj PY 
-. in. in. in. in. 
} 2 " 2 3 e | Pipes eft. lengths per yd. 3/6 379 4/6 6/- 
P hoes re eac “ - 
» 3 ts ving Teen hag Building Sheets Per yd. sup. : " Single etentiieg e 3/6 4/3 5/- 1/- 
2 4 ra ei »» 19 Bends square ie obtuse _,, 8 38 ne 16 
t Ae ¥ Swan Necks 44 in. proj. ,, ~ 
Best Scotch Glue, in slabs ... per 4 cwt. ; : : a to. =. 3/- 3/6 4/6 é/- 
Croid Glue ; 2 th. 208-6 Assestos O.G. GUTTERS AND Frrrinas. 
Cut Nails, 3 in. and up ‘(1-ton lots) perton 59 5 0 4 in. 44 in 5 in. 6 in 
Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) percwt. 213 8 Gutters 6-ft. sang per 9 v4. 3/3 3/7 4/3 5/2 
do 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) | = 210 3 Drop ends 2/3 2/4 2/7 3/3 
METALS Stop Ends * /9 /10 /il 1/1 
Basis Joiees—- Steet Jomsts, Etc. Angles and nozzles ~ ae yt ai 3 
6 in. x Sin., 8 in. x Sim., 8 in. x 6in., 10 in. x 6in., Union Clips ey ee / / 
2 in. x 6 in. ~— cut to — delivered | London Aspestos HaLF-RouND GUTTERS AND FiTTINGs ; 
rea on én se ‘ perton 37 2 6 3 in. 4 in. in. ‘Sin. 6 in. 
Extr: fe sizes Gutters - anges hee Re. an ah ate i ps 
3 x 14 in. ay is 310 0 Drop ends - - 
3 in. x fy 4in. xX 3 in., Sin. x 25 i in. : : : ; os ee oc te 5 ae Is” 3) I 
x nad “ ngles oui ae A ~ 
4i on. x 12 im. 24 in. x 74 in. cS 200 Nosmies wu. ee ws 2/- 2/3 2/6 2/9 ne 
Sin. x 3 in. 22 in. x 7 in. ‘is 100 Union Clips ... jae /il 1/- 1/1 1/3 / 






























































Metals—continued 


Per ton basis 
" d. 
8. 
Iron—Staffordshire ee syecenge a: aa om Ome 
Mild Steel Bars ioe Pay Me SS 


Mild Steel Hoops ass ie Be aa art a es A 
Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 
ia § 
Soft sheets C.R. and C.A.— 
20 gauge ix aa we oe ai ow» 45.123 '4 
24 gauge ane site bis sue cit bia ey Fee 
26 gauge : oe oe Se 
Gelvaiend Corrugated s! sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft.— 
of mena z ad inst ef a 
Galvanised Flat sheets C.R. and C.A.— 
20 gauge i P a oe ves oe 
24 gauge Se bei ae sak és wi on a ae 
26 gauge ii $8 12 0 


Metal Windows.—Standard Metal Windows, B.S. 940. Prices on 
application British Metal Window Manufacturers’ Association, Ltd. 
PLumBERS’ Brass Work, Copper, ZINC, ETC. 
Delivered in London area 
M.O.H 


All per doz. tin. Zin. lin, Ifin. Ihin. 2in. 
Screwdown bib cocks Crutch 
head for iron .» 78/- 125/9 
Toilet bib cocks for iron ... 105/8 143/4 
Screw down stop cocks foriron 67/1 109/- 183/5 372/6 496/6 1775/2 
do. withtwounionsforlead 97/3 155/6 291/9 397/4 611/4 1039/4 
Double nut boiler screws . 16/8 24/2 41/6 44/6 55/4 72/2 
Heavy Croydon ball valves ... 183/- 278/- 363/- 660/- 840/- 
Plumbers’ union —— lead to 
iron ; = vs 21/5 27/7 37/1 58/1 78/3 136/2 
lyin. 14in. 2in. 3mm. Bin. = 4in. 
27/10 33/5 50/- 100/- 108/4 134/5 
pia 29/3 39/- 55/7 70/2 73/2 
14 x 61b. ty x 6 tb, 2x 7b. 3 x 7 ib. 
Lead P. trap with wae eerie 


Caps and screws 
Brass sleeves 


screws .. 58/10 73/6 117/9 201/- 
Lead S. trap do. am he Sa 88/3 145/- 260/- 
Solder s. d. 

Plumbers’ perlb. 4 0 

Tinmen’s... a oe inna sisi ae ies - 4 10 

Blow pipe 5 0 


Copper fee BSS 659/ 1944 on the basic price of 324d. ‘per Ib. plus g gauge 
and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 


Extra 
Sj Total per Ib i 
in. x 19 gauge ... 1 ° > 
i ae ee sie oe ae i yee 46 
Se. rae aaa as ae -. th 444 
1 in. x 18 ” see wee eee 11 ” ” ob 
l¢in. xX 18, 11 ms a4 
(Ee Yai, 13 a es 454 
— Copper sheets up to 48 in. wide, basic price ae ae 
uge and manufacturing extras 3 perton 33510 0 
Steet “, y gauge, 5 cwt. lots upwards .. percwt. 619 6 
2 gauge do. = Swsa 
Brass tubes ‘te price, plus gauge and manufactur- 
ingextras... ‘ --. per lb. 2 1% 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 


Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties. 





£ d. 
Lead Sheet, English, 34 Ib. substance and upwards perton 131 ‘j 0 
Lead Water Pipe in coils baw re 132 10 0 
Lead Soil Pipe, 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. dia. ni me 134 0 0 
do. over 4 in. dia. oes o 136 0 O 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe.. men ai 1344 0 0 
Extras over Basis for quantiles under 1 ton hep 
S cwt. and under 1 ton a * we. =©per cwt. 2.0 
3 cwt. do 5 cwt. nae oo saa win > 40 
oes do. 3 ag * an ve 6 0 
maller quantities than 1 cwt. Priced ‘specia y. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £85 0s. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 
PLASTER, etc. 
Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on we per ton 7 ni @ 
do. White do. do. - cio. See 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. ‘ute ie ( Be a 
do. . Fine do. do. ie - 713 0 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton — sie isis as “ 614 6 
Hydrated Lime do. ae: sae ‘ie os 5 9.0 
Lump Lime do. wie a 418 6 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement i in 1-ton loads nan ‘ 919 6 
Pink Keen's or Parian Cement in — _ i i 914 3 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads ‘ies - y Be 
Hair ... per cwt. 417 6 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board - in. thick 600 
yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site ... per yd. a9 
Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
12 ft., ¢ in.  ~pegsienn and over in one delivery 
Delivered site... .. = 26 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 
Delivered London area. 
Washable Distemper ose ne a ae 
omnia dxtan desek ae toad con 
Lzap PRopucts AND OILs. 
Ground White Lead 5 cwt. casks mie Aas 
Genuine White Lead Paint 20 gl lots in al. tin ‘gal. 
Sonus Fed Ce oS pa of arg 
Size XD phy Fe 28 ib. = se t 
Raw Linseed on ) Drums extra ose vee 
Boiled Linseed (5 gal.) do. ne ae ne 


Turpentine or “oer (5 gal.) Drums extra pee 
do. do. (40gal.drum) do eau ‘c 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans), re Sa 7 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) . ies <a raf 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. packets) eee bia ees =per Ib. 
White Lining Paper ae ACP woe 


VARNISHES, etc. 


Delivered London area. 
Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside ... 
Oak Pale Copal do. + 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. 
Finest Carriage Varnish 
Front Door Varnish 
Japan Gold Size ; bee ies ee 
Black Japan 3 nes Ht i o 
Brunswick Black .. aia ais st 
Berlin Black bie vials tom ccs ae a 
Terebene an ue ue a 
Knotting (1 gal. bottles free) ae eet ne * 
French and Brush Polish (do.)_... me sie i 


GLASS 
Delivered London area. 


= oz. Sheet Glass, Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes. 
Oz. ’” ” ” ” ” ” ” 
26 — ” ” ” ” ” ” ” 
320 ” 
ti in. Y Rolled Plate. 7 rah aoe ited oon 


Wt A oy 
ee ee 

ANNs 
eooecn. 


NA Oo oo 
os 

) 

—ASoeneann 


a8 
BE 


— Ae 
MAPA] 


Py 
Sl Aeeeleeiietiataet eh en he 
° 
ecoooocooononanoacon 


Per ft. super 
8 


- 
a 
— 


in. and 3 in. Rough Cast oe ‘00 
in. — Rolled <— Cathedral, ‘Standard patterns : 


do. Standard Tints ee oe sii jes ne 
do. Special Tints nr a axe ae _ 
+ in. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, 
Reedlyte and Luminating wis ase ih wee 
in. Wired Cast ; 
in. Georgian Wired Cast 


Hollow Glass Blocks— 
P.B.2 5} x 53 x 3 = 
Pas. FT . : x3 
ras F x3 
“PB? Bd r Blocks to match up ‘with— 
PBS .. 
P.B.32.. 


fin. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. Quality— Per 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. Sie rae wie ste 

5 ft. sup. 

ee Se » 45 ft. sup. 

thie: aie ae » 100 ft. sup. 


4 in. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., sanen inate 
ing 100 ft. sup. or 96 in. high or 160 in. wide. 
G.G. quality— 
Not sandine 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one we 
or 135 in. both ways . 2 a ae 4 
Not exceeding 180 ft. sup., orditto _.. a oe ee | a 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup., or ditto ... ms, A si 16 0 
Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup., prices on application. 
Substances other than jin. Polished te at 
Special Prices. 


Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 
The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 


Ne 
32 


be 
oO 
RNC — me 
a 


” ” ” ” 


UAW ADRWA PENM =e 


. wo Cw 


pattern by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
Minimum Per ft. super 
Description of Glass. quantity. » © 
18 oz. sheet 0.Q. ... ae ini 28 .. 3,000 a 
2 OZ. ” eee soe eee ene one +000 +t 
Bee on Ce os et 9 
jit » Ballet Vw x. 1,000 it 
in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard a 
+i Neg we 5 Flexo Pin: “i — q 
in. Cross ns 
ama HS tripe yfiemencestripg, 1,000 F 
in. oled Pat te n Rough Cast -- 2,000 
in. and Cast, Hi nS ees. gek  ae il 





in. Georgian Wired Ha ent «. 2,000 ily 





Aylest 
Aylest 
Aylest 
Bagsh 
Bakew 


Barna 


Barro 
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Eng ; 
12 9 The Builder 
12 9 
4 
i CUR TES OF W 
it ES OF WAGES 
y , i On 
8 06 . 
8 AS FROM FEBRUARY 2, 1953. 
one shin » 1953 (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 
own re 
$e Pe one MD Sk A KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. een Gut 
219 9 AbenNRNe .-..<ccccisbeauqldcel Grade Classification. A Al A2 Shereham A 
99 Abergavenny ....ccsceereseeees A Craftsmen P A3 Shrewsbury | gee eee 
18 BRMRBCR wovcscrsiaecssibegs A2 ey te on 3/64 3/6 3/5 f itti cm Bae ee = 
6 jon Labourers /S Sittingbourne ...........+.++. A2 
18 i Acerne OR -seeoseernserustt a oe 3/1 3/04 3/0 2/114 Skegness U.D. .........000+-« Al 
Remaath -ncabihonieceantiild A2 ~_, Town. Grade. Tow ; mr aol ee eBRT | 
Al s B wn. Grade Town 
$4 Aldershot District ...........- A2 OGRY odcerr-rersoreceesecnere A2 Felixstowe Al L : 
7 pore Surkenentrceh ‘a2 a ee peg soujimiceiatebilinlaion A2 
6 6 MERU nck senincinkiianecessl Burnley ona eseeseeresceseseees A Fleetwood oo...ceccsceseeeeeee- A Louthen tinal a 
3 Altrincham .. ate Burton-on-Trent C.B. ...... A Sire Sl cramer ee A OP te 
6 po age - EERIE SERS Ee A Folkestone ..................... A2 Macclesfield 
1 6 Amersham ......0+00+ ge Bury St. Edmunds ............ Al NINE iscsi cd Al Maidenhead . 
17 remmeer sat MONE ic cncancansdcckesetscaaaees A Wadeaie ‘Al Maidstone .. 
RMI csccapsicundiaotiidion Az | BYR -.eseerverserseresereees Al | Gainsborough U.D. ....... <n: 3 A aaeanet” South Shields C.B. 
Ardingly ers Za | Gable Valley once. a |) oe o.oo AL | Spmiding UD onveseeren Aa 
rompemmmsacini: Eo, | Sakeaneapianen aa Al | Manchester -.esssesswseron A | Seen ee A 
aia Ashis-ielaZouch“UB.A | Canterbury 0 4) Gee) are AL | Stamford MB CAL 
15 0 yee oulds U.D.......... A Cardiff ........... gosveseesecs A Gloucestershire, Canty. of {A2 March . pi ie ERR Hy A2 Stantonwick = ......+.00+-.++++- A 
7 Ashford (Kent).......0000+- A2 Cardiganshire, County of tA2 Godalming A2 See eo Stevenage ............. A 
? 6 Ashford (Middiesex)..00-A | Cathe a. /.. | ae a | Market Biatborcugh UDC A2 | StOckpOrt  oaescccsssseceesssenlh 
15 0 Ashington ..... A Carmarthenshire,Cnty of {A2 Pe eA aon lai ay arket Harborough U.D. A Stockton R.D. ‘bss 
- h hire, y tA2 ee Seer Maryport } A 
2 6 ee ene er A Carnarvonsbire, Cnty. of $A3 Grantham M.B....... A Matlock U.D. ..ccc.s.cee-s-A . Stockton-on-Tees A 
10 0 Ashton-under-Lyne évisadyies A Carnforth A Gravesend .......--ccA | Melksham .......cccccccscee. Stoke-on-Trent C.B. ........ A 
17 6 — Se ay Castleford Great Yarmouth . A | Melton y wien re Stoke Orchard ............... Al 
10 rersté e R.D.(partsof) A CRITE vcdchacctcsivenccisvcvecd A Grimsby C.B. & R. Dé art A Me yore j Stourbridge M.B. ..........., A 
0 y ye a war A2 Chapel i : p ) lton Mowbray U.D....... Al S ; 
5 0 Ae eeeby 1¥ aR < ~hapel-en- e-Frith .... A Grimsby R.D. (remainder) A2 a Er Ree A RONOSS EIEN, coveeconrewvnes A 
3 yle ¥ CYQGRD cvesevceeiesus« A Charmy Pe a Guildford District A2 Middlesbrough ............... A Stowmarket .................. Al 
0 Ales 2. cccccidiovesednses A2 Chatham & District .........Al Guilsborough............ Al Middleton a eae Stratford-on-Avon M.B....AL 
5 0 EE RS, Az | Cheadle (Staffs) RD... | Guiseley ecco A | Middlewich 22.0000000000 a | eee .) 
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be ughton "¢ get a3 — Resupdannidecsipenanices 
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or Birkenhead, Liverpool, and London the rates are :—Craftsmen. 3s. 8d. ; Labourers, 3s. 24d. In the case of London the 
s rate beyond the 12-mile radius is -— 
! Cn 3s. 74d. Labourers, 3s. 2d. + Plus 2d. per working day. + This is the County rate and applies except where where higher grades are stated. 
Ww i Joiners and Plumbers in all towns and districts receive 2d. per day Tool Allowances. 
OMEN’S Rates.—In all districts the sountey the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 2s. 74. per hour. Women introduced to 


carry out work other than craft processes, 2s. 3d. per hour. 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 548 
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Housing in the Future 


MTHE shape of things to come in housing 

was the theme of the conference of the 
Scottish branch of the Institute of Housing 
held at Largs recently and delegates 
discussed the relative advantages of tradi- 
tional and non-traditional types. 

Mr. Sam Bunton, the Glasgow architect, 
said that unless Britain accepted the principle 
of building upwards in multi-flats the whole 
building programme of the country could 
become chaotic. The cost of these flats was 
to-day ridiculously high, and building in the 
air was a field of enterprise where non- 
traditional methods were essential to cut 
costs. These flats were excessively expensive 
because their construction was based on 
outmoded traditional methods. 

To reduce costs and speed up completion 
rates new substances such as prestressed 
concrete and gypsum had to be _ used. 
“Timber and brick is a prehistoric method 
of building,” he said. 

“ It is preposterous to think to-day in terms 
of a unit used in the times of the Pharaohs.” 
Scotland, with full employment of modern 
techniques, but without the addition of a 
single man to the labour force, could achieve 
a target of 90,000 houses a year—a rate three 
times higher than the present. 

Mr. Bunton appealed for “a chance to 
plan on a long-term basis.” It was only 
fair that new methods and materials, which 
were bound to be more expensive to begin 
with because they were used in relatively 
small quantities, should be given a chance 
to prove themselves. 

The continued construction of traditional 
types of houses, it was emphasised by Mr. 
ANDREW MICKEL, was the only way to ensure 
the future of the industry and its associated 
professions if genius in design and pride 
of craftsmanship were to _ survive. 
“Standardisation in building,” he added, 
“can result only in standardisation of brain 
and effort.” 

Mr. Mickel said that some people treated 
the juvenile building experiments of the 
modernists as adult architecture. He 
appealed to architects to stop being childish. 
“The use of dolls’ house sections of walls 
and Meccano-like roofs is unworthy of the 
great traditions of your profession. Let us 
have houses, schools, and all types of 
public buildings which wili incorporate good 
architecture, skilled craftsmanship, and 
Scottish tradition.” 


New Reredos for St. Giles’ 


A NEW REREDOS is to be installed in St. 
Giles’ Cathedral, Edinburgh. Work of 
removing the old reredos screen has already 
begun. 

This screen which is of Caen stone and 
marble dates back to the 1870's when work 
of restoration was carried out. 

The gift of the new reredos with brocade 
hangings has been made by the Edinburgh 
Merchant Company. It will be in keeping 
with the architecture of the cathedral, and 
is designed by Mr. Esme Gordon, architect 
for St. Giles’. 

“ The new treatment,” he states, “ has been 
intentionally treated as an essay in what 
might be termed a ‘ree contemporary 
translation of the medieval spirit. The 
magnificent fabric of the new screen is sup- 
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the traditional riddel post in oak; on top of 
each is poised a carved and blazoned wing 
figure identified as the archangels St. 
Michael and St. Gabriel. The lower wrought 
iron bar, from which depends the curtaining, 
is linked to the upper framework by six 
vertical metal bars wrought and riveted to 
the structure through the hearts of little gilt 
flowers.” 

The new screen which will be aligned with 
the vertical divisions of the east cathedral 
window will be 16 ft. high compared 
with 10 ft. 6 in. for the Victorian reredos. 

A second gift has made possible the 
enlargement of the Communion table. This 
has been achieved by swinging round to the 
front the two side panels, thus increasing its 
length from 7 ft. to 11 ft. 8 in. 


Edinburgh Development Plan 

THE DEVELOPMENT PLAN for the city of 
Edinburgh has been approved by the Town 
Council. Main ~ proposals include the 
replacement of Princes-street station and its 
adjoining goods yards with a block of offices, 
and two new bus stations at Morrison-street 
and Leith Walk, where there are at present 
railway yards. A helicopter centre is also 
envisaged at Leith Walk. 

The plan, which covers the next 20 years’ 
development of the city, estimates that 
55,400 houses will be required in that period. 
A total of 500,000 persons has been assumed 
as likely to be the population of Edinburgh 
in 1973. 

An extensive new road system is proposed, 
features of which will be a road tunnelled 
through the Calton Hill, and the closure of 
the Union Canal within the city boundaries, 
and the construction of a road along its 
present line from Fountainbridge to Sighthill. 

A new hospital is proposed at Mortonhall 
for which 101.77 acres have been allocated. 
In addition a further 41.5 acres is to be 
allocated for extension of six of the existing 
hospitals. The development of the city is 
proposed in two phases, phase one to cover 
the first to the fifth years from the approval 
of the plan, and phase two the sixth to the 
20th year. 

The plan shows the redevelopment for 
industrial purposes of approximately 127.7 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 
pottowne are fates of wages 

authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from February 2, 1953, 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, includ- 
ing the islands of Orkney, Shetland, etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s. 64d.; Labourers, 3s. id. 
For apprentices, the rates are : 


Percentage of For week of 

Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 hours. 

s. d. 

ist isan sbi 25 38 114 
on Sim 334 51 114 
On: Snes so eae 5O 77 
4th par sii 664 103 103 
5th cad 75 116 103 


For female labour, the rates are : 


Operatives on craft operations (at end of s. d. 
probationary period) ave ies me 34 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 
end of probationary period) oe ee 











acres of land, which is at present developed 
for other purposes. About 81.2 acres is 
included in phase one, about 57.7 acres in 
phase two. Much of the proposed 
redevelopment will involve the demolition of 
property and the displacement of population. 

Fifteen new primary schools are expected 
during phase one and 10 during phase two. 
The provision of eight mew secondary 
schools, raising the city total to 30, is also 
proposed. Three other schools are to be 
transferred to new sites. Commenting on 
the proposal to close Princes-street station, 
the plan states that an existing rai! link 
between Slateford and Haymarket only 
requires physica] connection at the Hay- 
market end to permit Princes-street Station 
traffic to be routed to Waverley Station. 

The development of a large new 
marshalling yard in Midlothian, south-east 
of the city boundary will, it is understood, 
release the other railway lands within the 
city boundaries. 


The Forth Road Bridge 


FOLLOWING a meeting in Edinburgh, the 
Forth Road Bridge Joint Board and the 
Scottish Local Authority Associations are to 
seek an interview with the Minister of Trans- 
port as soon as possible to present the case 
for an early determination of a starting date 
for the scheme. The three associations are 
the Convention of Royal Burghs, the County 
Councils’ Association and the Counties of 
Cities’ Association. 


Town Planning Students’ Work 


AN EXHIBITION of town pianning students’ 
work representative of the post-graduate 
course in town planning at the Glasgow 
School of Architecture, is at present on view 
at the Scottish Building Centre, 425, Saucnic- 
hall-street, Glasgow, C2. It is open daily 
from 9 am. to 5 p.m. (Wednesdays tl 
9 p.m.) and will continue until April 11 next. 


The Use of Imported Cement 


SHORTAGE of home-produced cement ms) 
lead to stoppage of work on the Fife County 
Council reservoir at Glendeven. The Coun's 
has been advised througn their consultan's 
that only foreign cement will be availabic 
in the near future. While mainly complyi¢ 
with British Standards, quality of this cemes' 
was regarded as variable, and use on @" 
important reservoir dam project involved 2° 
element of risk which the county would hav< 
to face, if they accepted the foreign cemen'. 
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Assuming continued objection by the con- 
sultant to foreign cement and lack of British 
supplies, the County has agreed to take up 
the matter with their MP to press for allo- 
cations of home-produced materials. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Argylishire.—Plans prepared for new extension to 
the primary pubiic school at Dalntober, est. to cost 
£2%4,80, for which the architect is William R. 
Torcar, FRIBA, County-chbrs., Old Cowal Hotel. 
West Bay, Dunoon. 

Glasgow.-Plans in hand for the Scottish Gas 
Board's new buildings to be erected at Clevedon-rd., 
Kelvinside. The architects are F. A. MacDonald & 
Partners, concrete and civil engineers, 11, Woodside- 
terr., Woodlands-rd., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for new Church of Scot- 
land hails at the junction of Hawick-st., for which 
the architect is James Reid, ARIBA, 79. West 
Regent-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Pians in hand for alterations and addi- 
tions to the wholesale bakery of Walter C. 
MacAulay, LAd., at Kerr-st., Calton. The architect 
is John B. Wingate, FRIBA, 5, Oswald-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Pians in the hands of their own staff 
of designers for two schemes of additions which 
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are to be made at the Cathcart foundry a 
engineering works by G. & J, Weir, Lid. Ai ong 
Glasgow. 5 : F 

Giasgow.—Pians in hand for additions and a! . 
tions for the Manchester Chemical Co., Lid. at 
North Wallace-st., Parliamentary-rd,, for which the 
architects are John Keppie & Henderson & J, H. 
Gleave, F&ARIBA, 1%, West Regent-st., Glasgow. 
aman aan se ~ erect 78 houses, their 

ect ing R. . Morrison, Burgh 8 yor’ 
Office, Irvine. " sos 

_Lanarkshire.—Pians to be prepared for exten- 
sions at the Cogan works of Donajdson & Filer, 
Lid., at Pollockshaws, for which the architects are 
James Taylor Thomson, MacCrae & Saunders, 
FA&ARIBA, 212, Bath-st., Glasgow. 

.—-Dumfriesshire OC to have plans pre- 
pared for a £10,000 addition to the Academy. The 
architect is George Bartholomew, FRIBA, FRIAS, 
County-chbrs., Dumfries. 

Moffat.—Pians to be prepared for an addition, est. 
to cost £21,000, to the Academy. Dumfriesshire’s 
County A is George Bartholomew, FRIBA, FRIAS, 
County-chbrs., Dumfries. 

Perth and Kinross.—CO© have plans in hand for a 
new school. est. to cost £192,470, which will be 
erected at Goudiyburn. 

Renfrewshire.—Pians in the hands of their archi- 
tects for % houses which are to be erected at four 
different sites at Barrhead by the corporation. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues, 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
in this list see previous issues. Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
it the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
ussion of tenders; a dagger (t) denotes closing 
te for applications; the name and address at the 
é efer ” the person from whom particulars may 
he obtaines 









BUILDING 


APRIL 7. 

*tFinchley BC.—Two two-storey flats in Queens 
Boro’ Hsg. Officer, The Avenue, Regents Park- 
Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by Apri] 27. 

APRIL 8. 

Islington BC.—8 flats at Bennett-st. extension 
Sal'erton-rd. TC. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by May 13 
APRIL 9. 

‘tWest Ham BC.—13 flats and nine maisonettes 

at Disraeli-rd., E7, contract 183. Boro’ A, 70, West 
Ham-la., E15. Dep. £2 2s. 


APRIL 10. 
islington BC.—6O0 flats at Sable-st., Alwyne-la., 
Canonbury-rd. TC. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by May 19. 
APRIL 11, 
Derby Area No. 1 Hosp. Management Comm.— 
Group 


Sviier-house at Royal Infirmary, Derby. 
t Derby Area No. 1 Hosp. Management Comm., 
sabington-bidgs., Babington-la., Derby. 

Plymouth City C.—28 flats at Beaumont-terrace, 
Seven Trees. City A. Dep.£3 3s. 


i 
} 


APRIL 13. 
_' Worcs CO.—-Infants’ school at Birchen eee 
Kidderminster, est. cost £36,000. Yorke, Rosenberg 
& Mardall, 2, Hyde Park-pl., W2. Dep. £2 2s. 
APRIL 14, 
“Luton BC.—Extension Ramridge jun. sch. BE. 


Dep. £2 Qs. 
APRIL 17. 

“tWest Ham BC.—27 flats, 6 houses and 2 garages 
at Barking and Bushey-rd., E13, contract 182. Boro’ 
4 . West Ham-la., E15. Dep. £2 2s. 

: APRIL 20. 
*Shipston-on-Stour RDC.—EHizht houses at Stret 


ton-on-Fosse. Earp & Badger, L/ARIBA, Scholars- 
1., Stratford-on-Avon. Dep. £2 23s. 
APRIL 21. 


__ Tenbridge UDC.—32 pairs of houses, two con 
acts, Higher Wood estate. E&S. Dep. £3 3s. 


i contract, 
7 APRIL 27. 
Dagenham BC.—30 houses and 36 flats at Manor- 
Td. estate. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
Gt. Yarmouth BC.—10 police houses and two old 
: pod bungalows. BE’s Architect’s Office, 8a, 
Queen-st, 


MAY 4. 
_ Bootle BC.—Hoste] for aged persons at rear 47, 
Biliolrd. BS. Dep. £2 2s 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


- APRIL 11. ; 
, swansea BC.—Heating, eic., ai Penlan Multi- 
isteral School. Boro’ A. Dep. £2. 


APRIL 17, 

*West Riding Standing Jt. Comm.—Externa! 
painting and repairs to W. Riding Constabulary 
HQ and 10 houses at Back Bond-st., Wakefield. 
County . Bishopgarth,”’ Westfield rd., Wake- 


fleid 


APRIL 20. 
*LCC.—Repainting of Lambeth and Vauxha!! 
bridges. Chief E,County Hall, Westminster Bridge, 
SEl. Dep. £1 each case. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 
APRIL 8. 
*+Stafford BC.—Pumping station, Milford. Water 
E, Mount-st 
GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Bermondsey.—SiteE Acguisition.—LOC Hsg. Comm 
recommend the acquisition, clearance and partial 
redevelopment of Cope-st. area at est. cost £8,000. 

Crowborough.—Nvursery.—LOC Children’s Comm. 
proposes the acquisition, adaptation and equipment 
of Harecombe Manor, Southview-rd., Crowborough, 
Sussex, for use as residential nursery for 33 children 
and staff, at est. cost £31,363. 

Deptford.—Ciearance.—Compulsory purchase and 
clearance of Willshaw-st. area is recommended by 
LOC Hsg. Comm. 

Friern Barnet.—AprrointmeNt.—BC are recom- 
mended to appoint K. R. Smith, ARIBA, 10, Bagley- 
st., WCl, as architect for development of housing 
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site No. 14, “ Chelwoed ” and “ Parkside,” by mutti- 
— flats. 
ackney.—Ciearance.—LOC Hag. Comm. prapose 
the clearance of Weishpooi-st. rt en 
Hayling Island.—Srrcia, Scuoors.—Acquisition of 
Gorseway for use a3 special school for 3% sub- 
normal pupils is recommended by LOC Ed. Comm. 
Cost of adaptation and redecoration est. at £8,280. 
Heston and isleworth.—Site Purcuase.—BC are to 
purchase from the Ministry of Civil Aviation a 50- 
acre site at Cranford-la., price £6,250, for housing 


purposes. 

Hornchurch.—Orrices.—Erection of store 
and flat at the Old Brick Works, Church-rd., Harold 
Wood, proposed by Thos. Bates & Son, Lid., bidrs., 
at that ress, has been given BC’s approval. 

Hor: .—Dwettinc Hovuses.—TP Comm, have 
approved erection of four dwelling houses at 92-88, 
Ingrebourne-gdns. by Upminster Estates, Litd., 
Station-rd., Upminster. 

Hornchurch.—Hovsrs.—BC ‘oved erection of 
eight houses at 104-108 and 118-126, Betterton-rd., 
Rainham, by A. W. Jaggers & Sons, Ltd., bidrs., 
Alfreds-way, Barking. 

.—Hovses.—Proposal by A. J. Cooper 
(Builders), Ltd., for the erection of 22 houses at 
34-76, Beltinge-rd., Harold Wood, has received town 
planning permission. 

Hornchurch.—Buxcatows.—Chas. Cook & Ptnrs., 
Lid., bidrs., 9, Filiebrook-ave., Enfield, have pro- 
posed erection of B® bungalows in Moor-ia., 
Cranham. 

Hornchurch.—Dweiiinc Hovses.—Proposals have 
been made by W. & J. Weatherhead, Ltd., biirs., 
124a, North-st., Hornchurch, for the erection of 15 
dwelling houses in Harold Court-rd., Harold Wood. 

.—Hovsine.—The Roding Develop 
ment Co., bidrs., 645, Green-la., Goodmayes, is ta 
erect six houses at sites 12-22, Parkland-ave., 
Upminster. 

Hornchurch.—Hovses.—Erection of SD houses at 
6-34 on plan, Hornminster Glen, has been proposed 
by 8. C. Brice, 10, Meadway, Romford. 

Heornchurch.—Hovuses.—BC has approved erection 
by W. J. lronman, Ltd., bidrs., Askwith-+trd., Rain- 
ham, of three houses at 1-3 on plan, Philip-rd., and 
three houses at 1-3 on plan, Edmund-rd., inham. 

Hornchurch.—Hovses.—H. Webb (Builders), Ltd., 
Bridge-yard, Gallows Corner, Romford, propose 
the erection of 43 houses at Nelmes-~<res. 

ipswich.—Deve.opment.—LAX Ed. Com. have ap- 
proved preliminary plans for ultimate development 
in four stages of Woolverstone Hail, near Ipswich, 
as a two-form entry secondary school providing 
30 places, total est. cost £360,465. Plans prepared 
by LOC architects have been approved generally by 
the schoo! governors. 

Lambeth.-Site Acguisttion.—LCC are recom- 
mended to approve the appropriation from housing 
purposes of land in Upper Tulse Hill, Norwood, to 
be included in the site of proposed comprehensive 
school. Plans prepared by LOC architects. 

Lewisham.—F.its sxp Sxops.—Proposed erection 
and drainage of four flate and shops at Nos. 372-378, 
Baring-rd. by C. H. Rusha, ARIBA, 141, High-st., 
Orpington, has been found unobjectionable by BC. 

Lewisham.—Orrices.—Town planni permission 
has been granted to proposals by Allen Electric, 
Ltd., 2, Elmira-st., SE13, for the erection of office 
accommodation. and caretaker’s flat on site Nos 
49-51, Loampit Vale. : 

Lewisham.—F1ats.—Proposals for the erection of 
two three-storey blocks of flats on sites Nos. 204-226 
and 6-10, Westwood-hill made by Walter C. Andrews, 
engr., 167, Victoria-st., SW1, have met with LOC's 
approval. ; 

Lewisham.—Hovusres.—Hsg. Comm. have licensed 
the erection by H. 8. Else, 4, Faversham-rd., SE6, 
of two houses on land adjoining 105, Honor Oak 
Park. 5 

Lewisham. — Site Acqutsirion.—Hsg. Comm 
recommend the purchase of No. 67, Lewisham-hill 
and sites of No. 80, Kilmorie-rd. and No. 3%, Burnt 
Ash-rd. as suitable for housing developments. 

Lewisham.——F.iats.—Morden College Estate, 5, 
Maidenstone-hill, SE10, have received licence from 
BC for conversion of Lindsey House, Lioyds-pl., 
Blackheath, into three flats and one house, and 
war damage repairs. 

Leyton.—Factory Extension.—By-law consent has 
been given to proposed éxtension by Chamberlain & 
Willows of the M. M. Shires factory, Seymour-rd., 


E10. 
LCOC.—CoLLeces anv Scuoots.—LOC Ed. Comm. are 


to ask M of E to include following projects in 
main 1964-55 educ. building programme: Schoo! for 
160 physically handicapped children with adm ini- 
strative block at Avenue-rd., Hampstead, est. cost 
£100,000; extension of Wandsworth technical college, 
est. cost £63,226; adaptation of Cordwainers’ techi- 
nical college, est. cost £69,000; extension of Wool- 
wich Polytechnic at est. cost £140,000; adaptation 
of Penbury-gr. special school, est. cost £10,500; and 
erection of new building for Westminster College 
of Commeree, = cost =— oe Ed. sy 
to ask for inclusion in reserve 
of improvements to Oak Lodge school for deaf girls, 
est, cost £11,125; and adaptation of Great ny 
sub-normal boys’ school, est. cost £27,500. 
Morden.—F.sts.—Erection of 18 flats on site of 
“The Laarels,” Centraltd., St. Helier estate. at 
an estimated cost £27,450, is proposed by LOC Heg. 
Com 


m. 
Poplar.—Drvetopment.—LOC Hsg. Comm. recom. 
mend the uisition, clearance and partial re- 
develapment the Willis-st. and Tetley-st. areas, 
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comprising approximately two acres, and also 
certain adjoining lands, about & acres in extent, 
at est. cost £170,000. 

Royston (Herts).—Bosrpina Srecist Scnoor — 
IOC are recommended to acquire Shaftesbury 
House at Royston for use as a boarding special 
echool for 40 orce: mage Redecoration and 
adaptation est. to cost £11,140. ; 

St. —Resvit Scuoot.—Christ Church 
(CE) primary school is to be rebuilt under London 
Schoo] Plan on a larger 6ite, total est. cost £52,303. 
Architects are Poulton & Freeman, FF.RIBA, 6a, 
by) a ae nl ag Acquisition 

it. . — REDEVELOPMENT. — isi , 
clearance and partial redevelopment of Ashbridge- 
st. area and certain additional lands is among LOC 
Hsg. Comm's recommendations. _ 

St. Pancras North.—Scaoo..—Site of the former 
North London collegiate school in Sandalj-rd. is to 
be extended and used for Camden echoo! for girls. 
Est. cost of first stage is £128,700, to which LCC 
is recommended to contribute £12,190. Architects 
are ae & Eastwick-Field, AA.RIBA, 24, Dean- 
et., Wi 

Shoreditch.—Fiats.—BC recommended to approve 
sketch plans for erection of 24 flats by Alford-<t. 
and 60 flats in Murray-gr./Cropleyst. area, with 
appointment of W. V. Zinn, BSc, MICE, 172, Buck- 
ingham Palace-rd., SW1. as consulting engineer. 

editch.—Maisoxtrres.—Completion of block 8 
at Arden-st. estate extension by erection of addi- 
tional two maisonettes at est. cost £4,800 is recom- 
mended by LCC Hsg. Comm. 

Southwark.—Site Acquisition.—LOC Hsg. Comm. 
proposes the acquisition, clearance and partial re- 
development for housing purposes of half-acre site 
in Bath-terr. and l}-acre site in Harper-rd., est 
eost £20,000. 

Walithamstew.—Hovsixc.—Boro’ A is to prepare a 
echeme for the use of site Nos. 1 and 2, Wadham 
Cottages, Wadham-ave., for housing purposes. 

Westminster.—Ha.r-way Hovuses.—LOC Welfare 
Comm. recommend conversion of 15, 17 and 19, and 
16, 18 and 20 Eaton-place, into half-way houses, 
est. cost £7.502. 

Wood Green.—Lisrary—-BC are to erect a_ per- 
manent branch library at junction Alexandra Park- 
rd./The Avenue. 

Wood Green.—Fiats.—Plans have been prepared 
by Vine & Vine, AA.RIBA, Tudor-chbrs., Station- 
rd., N22, for the erection of six flats for BC on 
Crescent-rise site. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Aberystwyth.—TC seek approval for erection of 
permanent attested market. 

Bangor.—Welsh Reg. Hosp. Board to give second 
priority for erection of hospital, est. cost £1,000,000. 

or.—TC to prepare plans for 12 aged persons’ 
dwellings at Coedmawr. 

Bediington.—UDC plans erection of further 200 
houses. A. K. Dennis, Surveyor. 

Belford (Northumberland)—RK. H. Patterson & 
Co., Ltd., motor dealers, Forth-st.. Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, to open servicing depot in Belford Village. 

Blackpoo!l.—EC seek Ministry approval for in- 
clusion of Marton mod. sec. sch. in 1963/4 pro- 
gramme. 

Blaydon-on-Tyne.-_U DC Hsg. Officer authorised to 

pceed with plans for 10 houses at Pipe Bridge, 

owiands Gill —Plans for shops at Chopwell being 
forwarded to Cty. Plan. Officer. UDC’s building 
programme by direct labour. 

Boidon..Cty. Plan. Officer approved UDC’s lay- 
oat plan and house-type plans for houses in Well- 
ands-la.—Pians approved for estate layout for G. 
Henderson. builder, East Bolden, and medica} 
centre at Boldon Colliery for Durham Coal Board. 

Bolton.--BC approved plans for church at Lever 
Edge-ia. and Leonard-st. for Trustees of Diocese 
of Salford 

Bradford.—TC issued licence to A. Shepherd & 
Sons (Clayton), Ltd., Victoria-yard, Clayton, for 
erection of six houses, Westminster-<ir., and six at 
Southmere Oval, and to J. Walker, 42, Cecil-ter., 
Great Horton, for eight houses at Montague-st. 

Bromsgrove.._RDC approved plans for erection of 
24 houses for council] at Stoke Heath crossroads. 

Bury.—Duttons (Blackburn) Brewery Co.. Ltd., 
——- erection of hotel, “‘ The Thrush,” at Thrush- 
dr., Freetown. 

rvon.—Weilsh Reg. Hosp. Board propose 
conversion of “ Bryn Morfa” as nurses’s home. 

Carlisle.._Newcastle Reg. Hospital Brd. to erect 
temporary ante-natal clinic and midwifery training 
sch. at City Maternity Hospital. Board’s Div. 
A., 'N. Edgar, 1, Lonsdale-st. 

Cartisle.—Carlisie United Football Club intends 
rebuilding soon the grandstand, dressing-rooms and 
offices ot he ee ground. 

Carlisle._EC to prepare plans for proposed 
Harraby Cty. Sec. Sch. dei 

Cockermouth.—Reg. Hospitaij Brd. propose new 
outpatients’ dept. at Cottage Hospital. 

Consett.._UDC Hesg. to cede land in 
Delves-ta. to Victoria Club for new club premises 
_ Coventry.—TC considering erection of civic theatre 
in Corporation-st., est. cost £192,050. 

on.—Repairs to be made to St. Cuth- 
bert’s urch, cost £10,500. G. H. Purchon, 12, 
Fiora-ave., treasurer of Repair Fund. 

Ourham.—<1y. EC to begin work this year on 
erection of gram. ech. at Consett. Cty. A.. G. R. 
Clayton, Court-la., Durham. 

—Pians being prepared by G. E. Charie- 
wood, 14. Neville-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, for licensed 


THE BUILDER 





“ THE BUILDER ” PRICES 


COPPER REDUCED 

The Ministry of Materials has announced that as 
from March 26 the price of electrolytic copper has 
been reduced from £285 to £280 per ton delivered 
consumers’ works. At the same time the discount on 
Ministry sales of blister copper has been increased 
from £5 to £6 17s. 6d. Other discounts and 
premiums remain unchanged. 


COPPER AND BRASS 
In consequence of the reduction in the controlled 
price of copper, basis prices are reduced as from 
March 26, as follows : 
Reduced by Basis price 


per lb. per lb. 
Copper tubes... ae 4d. 313d. 
Brass tubes Pa sees 4d. 254d. 
Brazed brass tubes a id. 363d. 
Drawn brass strip sections #d. 353d. 
Copper-nickel tubes 70/30 4d. 384d. 


The basis price for brass tubes applies to both 
round and shaped solid drawn tubes. 











premises at Framweilgate Moor for Calder and Co.. 
brewers.—RDC seeks loan sanction for 16 houses 
at_Bearpark, and 48 houses at Framweligate Moor. 
—~RDC proposes purchase of 14 acres housing land 
at Bowburn. 

Eccles.—TC approved plans for rebuilding ‘* Bulis 
Head ” hotel, 74, Church-st., for Joseph Holt, Ltd., 
Derby Brewery, Manchester. 

HNesmere.—UDC considering erection 50 houses 
to complete Catties-la. site. 

Gateshead.—Chief A to report on erection of 

houses on vacant sites on housing estates. 
_ Gateshead.—During 1954-56 EC proposes commenc- 
ing work on Leam-la. Jun. Sch., Hill Head Girls’ 
Sec. Sch., Greenwell Sec. Sch. and RC Inter- 
Parochial Grammar-Technical Sch. 

Gateshead.— North-Eastern Trading Estates, Ltd., 
Team Valley, Gateshead, has plans under considera- 
tion for a St building new factories in 
various parts for ut 30 firms, est. cost £1,200,000. 

' imghorough.—UDC propose 10 houses at 
Cherry-st. 

Keightey.—-EC recommends site at Oakbank, 
Ingrow, for erection of boys’ gram. ech. 

Liverpool.—Gibson Bros. (L’pool), Ltd., Kemp 
ston-st., to erect workshops and factory on 6.23 
acres of land fronting Brookfield-dr. and Hanson- 
rd., Fazakerley—F. C. Bloomfield and Co., Ltd., 
to erect 12 flats in Worfield-st., est. cost £22,951.— 
M of HLG pone erection of 168 dwellings in 
Sladest. by R. J. Barton and Sons, Ltd., at est. 
“Geeell her & B 

verpool.—Reg. ital Brd. propose extensions 
and alterations to re at Deva Hospital, Chester. 

Liv -—EC propose expenditure of £1,126,700 
on new schools in 1954/5 programme.—Reg. Hosp. 
Board approved adaptations at Caldy Manor Hosp., 
est. cost £38,564; alterations and improvements at 
Heath-la., Chester, est. cost £12,113; adaptations 
“eve Osp., ne Saanier est, cost £12,649, 

£9 proposes inni Ww 
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—Samue] Suits Old Brewery 
(Tadcaster), . to erect in Cambridge-rd. 
—Kitching & Co., 21, Albert-rd., architects fo- office 
alterations at Wellington F for W. Shaw & 
Co., Ltd.—Inde Coope & Al 4 -» tO carry out 
alterations to “Corporation Hotel,” Corporat on-rd. 
Northwich.—UDC approved plans for amenities 
ewe ing at Queensgate Crossing Castie for Ru ilway 
xecutive. 
Notts.—School building e@ for 144 
poseed by Educ. Comm. for subnission to M of E: 
orksop, sec. tech., £154,387; Mansfield Wood!onse, 
seo. mod., £140,250; Eastwood cty. sec. mod. ex. 
tensions, £31,644; Hopwell Hall special ESN boys’ 
extensions, £15,000; Balderton sec. mod., £41.20; 
Cariton sec. mod., £140,250; Nuthali Larkfieks 
junior mixed and infants, £44,968; Newark junior 
mixed and infants, Winthorpe-rd., £44,968; Caiver. 
ton junior mixed and infants, £44,966; Beeston 
junior mixed and infants, £44,968; Ollerton cty. see. 
mod. extensions, £25,000; Carlton infants, Coninge- 
wath-rd., £38,544; Cariton-in-Lindrick, junior mixed 
and jnfante, £25,696; Mansfield, Stafford-st. primary, 
completion, £25,168; Mansfield, Bancroft-ia.. sec. 
mod., £140,250; special school for handicapped 
Pp 


Us, £85,000 

pn meee approved plans, 28 single-storey 
dwellings at Derwen Cripples’ Training Colleze 

Preston.—RDC received approval for layoui of 
1,076 dwellings at Kings Fold estate, Penwortham. 

Pwitheli.—Butlins, Lid., seek licence for large ex- 
tensions to holiday camp. 

Rochdale.—TC approved plans for 98 dwellinzs on 
various sites. > 

Rochdale. — Methodist Authorities propose 
church at Kirkholt estate. 

Royton.—Trustees of Haggate Methodist Ciurch 
propose erection of, new church. 

Rugby.—TC apres plans at eight houses at 
Pytchley:st. for C. T. Adams, Ltd., Temple-st, 

(Yorks).—UDC to build 12 houses a 

“The Parkway,” Marske-rd. Plans by W. R. FiJis, 


Surveyor, 

Southport.—TC to prepare yee for adaptations 
to “ Fairholme,”’ 8, ord-rd., est. cost £15,000 

South Shields. —Work to begin shortly on erection 
of factory for 8. Mewman, Ltd., under egis of 
North-Eastern Trading Estates, Ltd., North Shields. 
Architects are Cotton, Ballard & Blow, Haymarket 
House, Newcastie-on-Tyne. 

Staffs.—CC received Ministry approva} for inclu- 
sion of following schools in 1953/4 programme:— 
Tettenhall Cty. Sec. -» Ost. cost £150,480; 
Willenhall Cty. Sec. Comp., second instalment, est. 
cost £105,600; Cannock Cty. Sec. Grammar, est. 
cost £161,568; first instalment of Tividale Cty. Sec. 
Comp., est. cost £147,840; Wednesfield Cty. Sec. 
Mod., est. cost £134,440; Wombourn Jun. & Int. 
Sch.,’ est. cost £43,120; Barn Bank Jun., Stafford, 
est. cost £49,280.—CC propose erection of welfare 
centre at Wombourn. 

Standish._UDC approved plans for 24 flats and 


104 houses at Lark Hil) site. 

Stockport.—TC to prepare plans for new police 
buildings, est. cost £250,000. Architect, G. Bullimore, 
Stockport.—TC approved plans for 142 houses at 
Didsbury-rd. for D. & G. Emery, Ltd. 

Stockport.—Licensing Justices mapoenet erection 
of public-houses at Craig-rd., eaton Mersey. 
Solicitors, Barlow, Parkin & Co., Stockport. : 

Stokesley (North Riding).—RDC received approya 
to proposal to acquire Manor House and convert 
into council offices. i 

Stone.—UDC seek approval erection of 210 housing 
units at Meir Heath. 

Stretford.—BC approved plans for 11 honses at 
Edge-la. and Granby-rd. for Littler & Rich, Lt. 
and 10 houses at Granby-rd. for A. Wallwork 

Sunderiand.—TC to negotiate price for erection 
30 old people’s houses at Castietown, and received 
loan sanction £77,020 for erection of Hylton Red 
House Jun. Sch.—G. F. Brown & Son, Fawcet'-st., 
prepared plans for six houses in Priory-grove ‘or 
Nordstrom & Nunn.—Boro’ A, Grange House, 
Stockton-rd., prepared plans for sanitary block at 
Castletown Prim. Inf. Sch.—W. & T. R. Miburn, 
17, Faweett-st., architects for proposed grands'and 
and refreshment room at Roker Park Foo'ball 
Ground for Sunderland AF Club. a 

—TC instructed BS, D. M. O’'Her!y, 
to prepare plans for children’s homes. é 

w .—TC to negotiate with S. J. Sm ih & 
Co. (Bidford), Ltd., for erection of 200 hous: at 
Hateley Heath site and 9 at Hydes-rd. site — 

Whitley Bay.—Northumberiand EC approved 
sketch plans for Whitley Bay Oty. Mod. Sch cst 
£156,000. Cty. A, C. C. Brown, County Hall, \e* 
castle-on-Tyne. mr 

Wrexham.—Denbighshire CC propose new «id 
welfare clinic at Queen’s Park. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisi y accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

q enon accepted by H.M. Government De). 
ments. 


. 


Atherstone.—238 miners’ houses at Dordon, © 
Coal Industry Housing Association: *Wates, | 


Bakewell.12 houses at Baslow, for RDC: *J : 
Cartledge, £18.040; 20 houses at Youlgreave, “B | 
Marsden, £28,768. 
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nard Castie—Erection ef a telephone ex- 
ane ‘George Stephenson, Chester-st., Bishops 


astie.—22 houses at Middieton-in-Tees- 
dale, for RDC. John Lawton, ARIBA, architect, 
&, Gaigite 


R. ¢ Williamson (Durham), Lid., Co. 


Auckiana 
Barnard C 





Durham ay ie * ... £31,549 
Bus Ltd., re mee ted See 
F. Shepherd & Son, Litd., Blue Bridge-a., 
Barnsiey.—146 “Unity” houses at Athersiey 


estate TC: *M. Harrison & Co., Ltd., Leeds, 
Batley -16 houses at Hampsen estate, for TC: 
*Direct labour, £18,010. 

Billingham-on-Tees.—42 flais near re osed shop- 
ping centre, for UDC. Architects, Kitching & Co., 
21. Albert-rd., Middlesbrough: *G. Wimpey & Co., 
itd.. Orchard House, Jesmond, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 

9 6B 
*Bitlin Tees.—Erection of 16 houses, for 
the UDC. Architects, Kitching & Co., 21, Albert-rd., 
Middiesbrough: *Moore & Cartwright, 15, Mount 
Pleasant-rd., Stockton, £22,664. 

Bootie.-—-S1x houses at Irlam-rd., for BC: *W. W. 
‘enney, Ltd., 92, Liverpool-rd. North, Maghull, 


£8,474 

Brighton.—109 dwellings at South Woodingdean 
estate (Section 3), for TC: *Rige & Son, Ltd., 
£152,200: 105 dwellings in Section 4 of the same 
estate, for TC: *Rice & Son, Ltd., £146,718. 
Brighton.—Adaptation of part of The Grange, 
Rottingdean, into a branch library, for Royal 
Pavilion Committee: *Jeffery & Sons (Hove), Ltd., 
£4,691 
Brighton.—Erection of sec. mixed sch. on the 
Varndean estate, for EC: *Rice & Son, Ltd., 
£165,975; erection of an electrical installation work- 
shop at the Preston-rd. premises of the Preston 
Technical Institute, also provision of an enlarged 
engineering workshop, and a science jaboratory, 
for BC: *McKellar & Westerman, Lid., £4,791. 

Bromsgrove.—12 houses at Nuthurst-rd., Cofton 
Hackett, for RDC: *R. Kemp (Builders), Ltd., 


£16,907, 
Cannock.—27 houses on the Brownshore-la. 
housing site, Essington, for RDC. 


linger, Council’s architects, Bridge-st., Walsall 
Quantities by T. Pemberton, FIAS, FIQS, 19, 
Waterloo-rd., Wolverhampton: *Bish Burns & 


Co., 28, Benson-ave., Goldthorn-pk., Wolverhampton. 

Carliste.—Alterations and additions to the post 
office garage: *Irwin & Sons, 178, Warwick-rd., 
Carlisle 

Crewe.—70 traditional-type houses and 62 “ Unity” 
houses at Wistaston Green estate, for TC: *Direct 
labour, £178,940, 

Derbyshire —Erection of Ilkeston Kirk Hallam 
Cty. Inf. Sch., for EC: *Ford & Weston, Ltd., 
Osmaston-rd., Derby. 

Dewsbury.—Erection of new infants’ school at 
Ravensthorpe: *H. Booth & Son, Dewsbury, £44,175. 
Doncaster.— Erection of 132 houses at Rands-la., 
Armthorpe, for RDC: *F. J. Flowitt (Building Con- 
tractors), Lid., £170,594. 

Dumbarton.— Erection of 40 houses, for the Cor- 
poration. William Wilson (F), Council Architect, 
Municipal-bidgs., Dumbarton: *Blackburn (Dum- 
barton), Ltd., Dumbarton. 

Fifeshire.—Erection of 30 houses at The Grange 
housing site, Burntisland. Albert C. Watson, Coun- 
| Architect, Municipal-bldgs., Burntisland, Fife: 
‘The Scottish Orlit Co., Ltd., Edinburgh. 

Gateshead.—Police houses, for the TC: Two in 
Split Crow-rd., "G. Barnett & Co., Ltd., Mitchellst., 
Wallsend, £3,300; four in Harle-st. area, *. A. N. 
Hindmarsh, 470, Lobley Hill-rd., Gateshead, £7,628. 
Holytown.—Erection of 46 houses, for Lanarkshire 
CC. Samuel MacColl (A), architect, County-chbre., 
Beckford-st.. Hamilton West: *A. A. Stuart & Sons 
Glasgow), Lid., Glasgow, £82,250. 
irvine.—Erection of 14 houses, for the Corpora- 
t R. W. Morrison, Council Architect, Burgh 
Surveyor’s Office, Irvine: *Blackburn (Dumbarton), 
Lid., Dumbarton. 

Lewisham.—Erection of 24 houses on land adjoin- 
ng No. 26, Bromley-hill, for BC :— 


Galbraith Bros., Ltd. ... £56,102 
Halse & Sons, Ltd. ve --. 64,909 
Kush & Tompkins, Lid. ... 54,771 


L. & W. Whitehead, Lid. |. |. ... 53,806 


W. J. Mitchell & Son, Ltd... 52,292 
W. J. Sims, Sons & Cooke, Ltd. 51,380 
Harry Neal, Ltd. ... ais ; v8 50,467 
The Borough Architect ... be ws 49,941 
W. E. & 8. Rumph (Builders), Ltd. 49,870 
! W. Driver, Ltd. ... aa mad ins 49,585 
\. Roberts & Co., Lid. ... ol a 49,575 
The Bunting Construction Co., Lid. ... 48,418 

(revised 

figure) 


_ Lewisham.—Erection of 17 houses on the sites of 
14-22, 46-50 and 25-29, Aislibie-rd., Nos. 29-41, 
\bernethy-+d. and Nos. 5-9, Manor-la.-terr, for 


He - 
W. Driver. Ltd. ... bs .-. £33.540 
W. Carter (Builders), Ltd. ... 33,183 
Halse & Sons, Ltd. ... ¥ 32,995 
J. Mitchell & Son, Ltd. : de ... 32,900 
M. J.” Dee a, a .. 32,791 
Varney & Co., Ltd. satu ace gs a 
Siade Betts ... ee wre 32,682 
A. J. Cailes & Sons, Lid. ... ‘at ion .. 32,500 
lenry Kent (Builders), Lid... ...  ... 31,489 
Anthony Cooper & Son, Lid... ..  ... 50,661 
Nerbert Kennard, Ltd. ... re Ais . 3368 


THE BUILDER 


_Lewisham.—Erection of 37 houses on the sites of 
Nos. 31-37, ram-rd., 106-114, Buckthorne-rd., 
80-90, Crofton Park-rd., 23-37, Eddystone-rd., 19-31, 
Ewhurst-rd, 30-36, Honor Oak-pk. and 109-119. Sale- 
hurst-rd., for BC :— : 


Galbraith Bros. Lid. .. . «-- £77,250 
The Bunting Construction Co., Lid... ..._ 77,209 
8S. Varney & Co., IAd. ... mi 77,101 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Lid 76,602 
T. W. Driver, Ltd. wt Fi 76,06 
W. J. Mitchell & Son, Ltd. 76,202 
Rush & Tompkins, Ltd. .. 75,909 
Harry Neal, Ltd. ... 7 74,847 
Henry Kent (Builders), Lid TO 
A. Roberts & Co., Lid. ... 7 
tA. J. Cailes & Sons, Ltd. ... 69,558 
(revised 
figure) 


Liverpool.—Erection of a timber mil! at Mar)- 
borough-st., Vauxhall-rd., Liverpool, 3, for Mr. 
Charlies E. Turnock. A. Neville Holt, FRIBA, 
architect, 43, Imperial-bidgs.; 20, Exchange-st., 
East, Liverpool, 2: *George Platt & Sons, Ltd., 
Oakes-st., Liverpool. 

Liverpoo!.— Extensions to Atlantic House Seamen’s 
Mission: *W. Moss & Sons, Ltd., Roscoe-st., Liver- 
pool. 

Liverpool.—Works for City Council: Reinstate- 
ment of Vice-Chancellor’s and Sheriff's Courts, etec., 
St. George’s Hall: *McK. §. (Contractors), Ltd., 
245-9, East Prescot-rd., Liverpool, 14, £29,621: 602 
dwellings and 79 garages at Kirkby estate: *Unit 
Construction Co., Ltd., Speke Boulevard, Liverpool, 
19, £862,424; 796 dwellings and 9 garages at Crox- 
teth estate (Part 11): *Unit Construction Co., Ltd., 
£1,176,985; erection of Booker Avenue County 
Infants’ School: *H. Brookfield and Son, Ltd., 23. 
Mayfield-rd., Liverpool, 19, £43,726. 

LCC.—Erection of the new county primary schoo] 
at Tufnell Park, Islington North :-— 

F. R. Hipperson & Son, Lid., Dagenham ... £80,957 
A. Roberts & Co., Lid., Westminster ... .. 80,011 
J. M. Hill & Sons, Ltd., Wembley ... .. 79,825 

Bernard Sunley & Sons, Lid.. Westminster 79,431 
A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd., Tottenham 78,712 
The Demolition & Construction Co., Lid., 


Westminster ol iia oe ial ... 16,%4 
Patman & Fotheringham, Lid.. Islington... 75,811 
H. Fairweather & Co.. Lid., Muswell Hill 73,772 
*R. J. Rowley, Ltd., Tottenham 72,868 


The architect’s comparable estimate is £78,560. 

LCOC.—Construction of 46 flats and other work at 
Wellington estate extension, Bethnal Green: 
Bridge, Walker, Ltd., Lambeth ... ... £105,490 
Clarke Barton & Co., Ltd., Belmont, Surrey 103,508 
W. J. Marston & Son, Ltd., Fulham 100,968 


H. Webb (Builders), Ltd., Romford 99,161 
J. M. Hill & Sons, Ltd., Wembley 98,681 
J. & J. Dean, IAd., Leyton .. ... .. 8,685 
Frank Batty & Smith, Ltd., Paddington ... 98,275 
F. R. Hipperson & Son, Ltd., E.C2 97,9) 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich 96,867 
*Sloggetts (Contractors), Ltd., Kensington 9,987 


The architect’s comparable estimate is £97,982. 
LCOC.—Erection of a maternity and child welfare 
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| mt on the site of 90, Highlever-rd., Kensing- 
n:— 


R. Dixon & Sons, Chelsea... 


David Chaston, Ltd., Hoddesdon, Herts . 17.947 


W. J. Marston & Son, Ltd., Fulham... |. 16,3573 
Passnidge, Son & Norris, Ltd., Westminster 15,667 
Norman Sinelair, Ltd., Ealing, Middlesex ... 15,642 
J. A. Tyler & Sons, Ltd., ing ton ~~ 15,426 
Dix (Builders), Lid., Westminster 15,266 


Frank Batty & Smith, Ltd., Paddington 16,216 
*Walker-Symondson, Ltd., Ruislip, Middicecx 15,004 
The architect’s comparable estimate is £15,301. 

i (Air Ministry) —Contracts to value af 

£500 or over for week ended March 21 :— 

Building work: Fred Pearson & Co. Lid.. Don- 
casier; J. M. Jones & Sons, Builders, Lid., Maiden- 
head, Berks; R. G. Carter, Ltd., Drayton, Norwich; 
W. &. Lusher & Son, Sprowston, Norwich; A. 
Roberts & Co., Ltd.. London, SW1; Farrans, Lid, 
Edinburgh. 

Runway construction. ete.: A. Monk & Co., Lid., 
Padgate, Lanes. General maintenance work : 
t. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd.. Gerrards Cross, Bucks; 
F. Rendell & Sons, Ltd., Devizes, Wilts. Water 
supply development: Associated Drilling & Supply 
Co. (Overseas), Lid., London, SW1. Painting work : 
Bactins Pt pee nag | Lid., Beebe, = oe 

pati ven ing services: Richard Crittall 
& Co., Ltd, London, Wi. 

Lendon (British Railways).—Contracts placed by 
the Eastern Region of British Railways :— 

Reconstruction of portion of superstructure of 
underline bridge No. 24, carrying main lines over 
Barrowby-rd. (Route A.52) between Grantham and 
Barkston, 8S. Butler & Co., Ltd.. Albion Works, 
Stanningley, near Leeds. Reconstruction of up side 
platform buildings, Grays Station, Tersons, Lid., 
Dollis Park, Church End, Finchley, N.3. 

‘London (MOW).—Contracis let by MOW during 
week ended March 21 :-— 

London: Kensington Palace, erection of new 
boiler house, W. H. Gaze & Sons, Lid., 19-23, High- 
st., Kingston-on-Thames. Devonshire: HPO, . 
quay, protective roof over yard and new sanitary 
accommodation, Staverton Builders, Lid., Staverton, 
Totnes, Devon. Essex: NAB Polish Hostel, adapta- 
tions, J. 8, Norton, St. Andrews Works, Halstead, 


Essex. 

Hampshire: Highcliffe, erection of telephone 
exchange, Whitelock & Co., Lid., Parkstone, 
Dorset. Northamptonshire: Ancient Monuments, 
Kirby Hall, erection of a pair custodians’ cottages, 
Henry J. Finman, Newark-r¢d., Peterborough. 
Surrey: BPO, Ewell Court, Ewell, alterations, J. 
Garrett & Son, Ltd., Cathles-rd., Balham-hill, SW12. 

“London (War Dept.).—Contracts placed by WD 
during week ended March 21 :— 

Yorkshire: Miscellaneous, W. Poskitt, Ltd, 
Castleford. London: Painting, T. H. Kenyon & 
Sons, Ltd., London, W9. Kent: Painting. W. T. 
Pickering & Sons, Ltd., Watford; building work, 
R. Corben & Son, Lid.. Dover. London: Miscel- 
laneous, Ferris Bros., Ealing. Suffolk: Building 
work, Sir Alfred McAlpi 4 Son, Lid., Wolver- 
hampton. Shropshire - Roo repairs, Bitumen 
Industries, Lid., Slough. Wercestershire: Miscel- 
laneous, John Bowen & Sons, Lid., Birmingham. 

Shropshire: Roof repairs, rry Wiggins & Co., 
Ltd.. London, EC4; building work, Ford & Weston, 
Derby. Merionethshire: Road repairs, Penmaen- 
mawr & Trinidad Lake Asphalte Co., Liverpool. 
Surrey: Painting and decorating, N. 8. Long, 
Lid., Poulten-le-Fylde. Wiltshire: Cable duct, 
James & Crockerell, Ltd., Durrington: roofing, 
Thomas Cotton, Ltd.. Mansfield. Co. Tyrone: Mis 
cellaneous, Donegall Building Works, Belfast. 

i —Conversion of Norwood House, 
Saltburn, into a Home for 29 old ie. for TC. 
J. A. Kenyon, BE: tHudson Brothers, Fidler-st., 
Middlesbrough, £6,444. 

Middieton.—140 houses and 24 aged persons 
bungalows at Hollin estate, for BC: *D. Franklyn, 
Lid., Urmston, £200,193. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Conversion of an employment 
exchange into Medical Board headquarters: *J. K. 
Rutherford & Sons, Jesmond-rd., Newcastle. _ 

Newcastie-on-Tyne.—Work in hand on additions 
to the BBC studios. Plans by the BBC’s own staff: 
*S. F. Davidson, New Bridge-st., Newcastie, £12,000. 

Newcastie-on-Tyne.— Erection of a new Church of 
St. Francis, Cleveland-gdns. Architects, Edwards & 
Manby, 52, Eldon-pl., Newcastle: “Stanley Miller, 
Ltd., North-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, £17,500. 

Tyne. — Converting premises in 
Osborne-rd. into hostel, for the British Sailors 
Society. Architect, A. A. Watson, 24. Queen Anne- 
st., Dunfermline: *W. E. Crawshaw, Tynemouth-pi., 
Tynemouth. 


New ‘Tyne.—Conversion of premises in 
Clayton-rd. into old people’s home, for City C. City 
A. George Kenyon, 18, Cloth Market, Newcastle: 
*Peter Edwards (Builders), Ltd., Back Causey-st., 


Gosforth, £10,069. 

N -Lyme.—Houses, for BC: 52 and 8 
maisonettes at Hollows Farm, *J. Jones, Ltd., New- 
castle; houses at Bradwell estate—18, ‘Richards & 
Woodward, Ltd.; 9 and 4 maisonettes, “Baddeley 
Bros.. Ltd., Newcastle; 24 and 12 maisonettes, 
*G. A. Poole, Ltd., Newcastle; 22 at Park site, 
Silverdale, *J. Jones, Ltd.. Newcastle. 

New Stevenston.—Erection of 64 houses. for 
Lanarkshire CC. Samuel MacCol) (A), architect. 
County-chbre., Beckford-st.. Hamilton West: A. A. 
Stuart & Sons (Glasgow), Lid., Glasgow, £160,925. 

ot page “mas cnota) ied 
Stobhillgate Cty. Jun. h. . for 
| me 4 C. C. Brown, County Hall, Newcastle: 
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*A. Anderson, Lid., Stanmorerd., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. Cost about £53,000. 
Nerthumberiand.— Erection of new modern school 
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OF MASTER 
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London Region—37 Areas 
And over 100 Provincial Branches 


Phene or write: 
SECRETARY, 
26, GT. ORMOND ST., HOLBORN, W.C.1 
Tel. : CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrems ; “ EFEMBE, Holb, London” 


The Address of your Branch Secretary 
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THE BUILDER 


at Newburn, for CC. Conte A Cc. C. fen County 
Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne aiders lie & Co., 
Lid., Woodiands-rd., Darlington, sens. steel rein- 
forcement, “Wright, Anderson & Co., Ltd., Gates- 
head, £2,397. 

Northumbertand.—Erection of pithead baths at 
Choppington: *George Henderson, Bolden-la., East 
—_— Co. Durham. 

—Erection of pithead baths at 
PE scr Colliery : “George Wimpey & Co., Orchard 
House, Jesmond, Newcastle. 

Nottingham.—Erection of Fernwood a=. Sch., 
Bramcote-dr., Wollaton, for the EC: *W. H . Herries, 
Foxhill-rd., Nottingham. 

Shoreditch. —Works for MBC: Erection of Block 5 
(comprising 24 two-bedroom flats and 12 one-bed- 
room flate) at Pitfield estate: ‘*Tersons, Litd., 
£68,689: erection of Block 4 (comprising 12 three- 
bedroom maisonettes, 22 two-bedroom maisonettes 
and 10 one-bedroom flats) at Geffrye estate: 
*Walter Lawrence and Son, Lid., 269,650 
Stockton-on-Tees. —Erection of 132 “No Fines” 
houses in Dumbarton-av., for TC. T. C. Hartley, 
Boro’ A, 28, The Square, Stockton: "G. Wimpey & 
Co., Ltd., Orchard House, Jesmond, Newcastle-on- 
Tyne 

‘Stratford-on-Avon.—Ten houses at Clifford Chain- 
bers, for RDC. EE. Earp & Badger, a 
architects, Scholars-la. Quantities y H. W. King, 
FIQS, Evesham: 

Coleman & Tyas, Lid., Bidford-on-Avon ... £16,921 
Avon Builders, Wellesbourne ... 16,354 
.¢ 4 Hartwell & Son, Ltd., Stratford-on- ; 

16,174 


Avo 

J. Pr. eater Lid., Beech Close, ‘Stratford-on- 
Avon ~ .. 15,987 
D. Ritchie, Lid., Welford-on-Avon ... «-. 15,973 
N. Weils, Stratford-on-Avon 15,768 
‘Smith & Unett, Ltd., 2, Loxley-rd., Strat 
ford-on-Avon ... .. 15,485 

(Subject to Ministry approval.) — 
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April 3 1983 


Sunderiand.—Erection of six houses 2: Castle 
Farm-bidgs., for TC: *Direct labour, 25.815. 

Sundertand.—Construction of reinforced 
retaining wall in connection with the widening of 
the River Wear near Wearmouth Bridge, for the 
River Wear Commissioners, St. _Thomas-st.. Sunder. 
land. R. 8S. ioners’ Engines 
*Demolition & Construction Co., Lid., London, 

Walsail.—_Adaptations of - s, High 
offices and canteen, 3 ya a New 
Bloxwich-rd., wees 

2 niet at Earls Barton, for 


RDC: * oy Underwood, York-rd., Wollaston, £26,755 


West R “ge of Birkenshay Inf. Sch, 
for EC: *L. Morrell, Lid., Bradford, £22 35: 
erection of Stainclinte rte Sch. : uel Armitage 


& Sons, Dewsbury, £234,609. 
Whickham (Co, Durham).—Erection of throes 
shops, two flats and five maisonettes at Dunston, 
for UDC. Architects, Fennell & Co., Bridze Ena. 
—, Chester-le-Street: "GSW Urban Development 
Co., Ltd., The Side, Newcastle-on- Tyne. 
Wores.—Erection of Bewdley Sec. Mod. Sch., for 
CC: *Y. J. Lovell & Sons, Ltd., Gerrards Cross, 
Bucks, £100,000 approx. 
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STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 
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